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AFRICAN CROSSROADS by Barrett Tillman 

How could Zimbabwe tall this far? Tillman chronicles the drastic slide from peaceful 

nation to a murderous and savage no-man’s land — with its government’s blessings. 

SOF ALUMNI by Tom Reisinger 

Find out where some notable SOFer s of yesteryear have gone — 

some might surprise you. 

KIMBER'S CUSTOM DEFENSE PACKAGE by Peter G Kokdis 
Check out what custom options are available to your unit an unbeatable .45. 

A CUT ABOVE THE REST byAlj Elr 

Meet Colonel Lewis Lee Millett, a genuine American hero who was court-martialed 
and received the Medal Of Honor. Relive his wild bayonet charge against Communist 
Chinese regulars. 



A CAMERA IN ONE HAND, A RIFLE IN THE OTHER byAlJ. Venter 
Relive some of the more heroic, bizarre and humorous behind-the-scenes episodes in 
SOFs controversial history, told by one who was there. 



SAY GOODBYE, COMRADE JAWS by Jim Coyne 

Brown & Company have had many strange adventures ... but few more bizarre than a 

1982 Bangkok luncheon, courtesy of the KGB. 



THE STING by Tom Reisinger 

Newman and Redford couldn’t have orchestrated this better. SOF ; bloated with great 
intentions, bolts to Thailand in a search for American POWs — and gets seriously 
scammed several times by a former CIA operative. 



THE IMMACULATE CONSCRIPTION by Roger Charles 

Sandy Berger, of Clinton’s NSC staff, might be guilty of irregularities — even severe 

illegalities — pertaining to his Vietnam-era military service. 
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MY WAR IN EL SAL1TAD0R by Peter G Kokolis 

SOF’s Technical Editor recounts his 21 missions to train and assist our Salvadoran allies. 

THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE by Tom Reisinger 

Read about the n\\M lives and courageous deaths of four of SOF’s — and America's — 
finest: George Bacon. Ill; Michael Echanis; Lance Motley; and Bob MacKenzie. 

ONE MAN, ONE VOTE by Junius 

Come Election Day, can you really make a difference? Perhaps you won’t guarantee victo¬ 
ry but you will cast a dagger against the irrational and ruthless forces of the left. 

COMBAT MEDICS by SOF Stoff 

Refugee Relief International, Inc. has operated in war zones worldwide since 1982. 

Despite tight budgets, its staff has repeatedly distinguished itself by venturing in 
harm’s way to provide life-giving medical aid. 

LOW LIFE IMITATES ART by James L Pate 

Apparently, John Ross's Unintended Consequences has struck a nerve — BATFs. And 

they’re out to pul some intended hurt on this straight-arrow author. 
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THE MODERN IDENTITY CHANGER 
How to Create a New Identity for 
Privacy and Personal Freedom 
by Sheldon Charrett 

Finally, here is an all-new instruction book 
on how to obtain a new identity, produce 
supporting documents for it and use it 
safely in today’s society. Leam how to get 
Social Security numbers, driver’s licenses 
and more. For academic study only 5 1/2 
x 81/2, softcover, illus., 152 pp, 
#10008712 $20.00 



S0G: A PHDT0 HISTORY 
OF THE SECRET WARS 
by John L Plaster 

This is the book that the U.S. government 
never intended for anyone to see! A com¬ 
panion photo history to SOG: The Secret 
Wars of America’s Commandos in 
Vietnam, it was compiled from the per¬ 
sonal collections of SOG men themselves. 
It contains 700 photos - most never seen 
or published before. See for yourself what 
SOG was ail about. 81/2x11, hardcover, 
photos, 496 pp. 

#10011187 $79.95 



DO-IT-YOURSELF MEDICINE 
How to Find and Use the Most Effective 
Antibiotics, Painkillers, Anesthetics, and 
Other Miracle Drugs... Without Costly 
Doctors’ Prescriptions or Hospitals 
by Ragnar Benson 

Ragnar gives you precise instructions for 
securing and using the very latest drugs 
and supplies from mail order suppliers, 
animal health centers, military dispensaries 
foreign pharmacies, and other unusual 
sources. 5 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, photos, 
illus., 128 pp. 

#10008266 $20.00 
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GET EVEN 

The Complete Book 
of Dirty Tricks 
by George Hayduke 

A hilarious overview of the methods people 
use to get even with big business, govern¬ 
ment and enemies, These dirty tricks range 
from the simple to the elaborate, including 
more sophisticated schemes devised by 
CIA and Mafia members and political dirty 
tricksters. For entertainment purposes 
only. 51/2x81/2. hardcover, 208 pp. 
#10002400 $19.95 
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THE REVENGE ENCYCLOPEDIA 

This is the mother of all revenge books! 
You'd have to buy more than 25 books to 
get all the wit and wisdom contained In this 
compilation from the best of Paladin’s 
revenge books. Don’t be fooled by cheap 
imitators that claim to know how to get 
even. Paladin is still your revenge source 
when you need to even the score with nosy 
neighbors, bungling bureaucrats, snariy 
clerks or other pests. For entertainment pur¬ 
poses only. 81/2x11, softcover, 120 pp. 
#10001675 $25.00 


CREDIT SECRETS 
How to Erase Bad Credit 
Revised and Updated 
by Bob Hammond 

This expanded Credit Secrets will save 
you thousands of dollars in fees, finance 
charges and interest payments as you 
leam the very latest techniques to get rid of 
debt once and for all and establish good 
credit Discover proven tricks used by 
lawyers, credit counselors and other pros 
who charge handsomely for their services. 
5 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, 136 pp. 
#10008878 $17.00 
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ACQUIRING NEW ID 
How to Easily Use the Latest 
Computer Technology to Drop Out, 
Start Over, and Get On with Your Life 
by Ragnar Benson 

Forget about using the oid ’’dead-baby’s 
birth-certificate” ruse to get new ID. 
Everyone’s on to that trick. What you need 
is tiie know-how to make your own docu¬ 
ments on a home computer. And by follow¬ 
ing the simple instructions in here, you 
can, 51/2x81/2, softcover, photos, illus., 
152 pp. 

#10006005 $20.00 



GUERRILLAS IN THE MIST 
A Battlefield Guide to 
Clandestine Warfare 
by Bob Newman 
Foreword by Robert K. Brown 
Leam every facet of the grim, violent world 
of guerrilla warfare: basic fieldcrafl; mines 
and booby traps; tunnel construction and 
strategy; ambushes; urban and nocturnal 
tactics; interrogation, indoctrination and 
exploitation; psyops; and more. For aca¬ 
demic study only. 51/2x81/2, softcover, 
photos, illus., 232 pp. 

#10008720 $22.00 



THE WHOLE SPY CATALOG 
by Lee Lapin 

The Whole Spy Catalog shows you 
exactly how to hire an ex-KGB agent, order 
a photo of anyplace on earth anytime dur¬ 
ing the last 20 years, get an instant back¬ 
ground check on anyone, open a door from 
100 feet away, subscribe to an in-house 
FBI newsletter, order and install the latest 
electronic surveillance gear and many 
more tricks to trace, track, surveil and 
investigate anyone or anything. 8 1/2 x 11, 
softcover, photos, illus., 448 pp. 
#10005536 $44.95 
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RAGNAR’S ACTION ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE 
AND PROVEN TECHNIQUES, 
Volume 1, Revised Edition 
by Ragnar Benson 

Leam bow to build weapons, trap anything 
that moves, drop out of the rat race, protect 
your privacy, elude the bad guys, defend 
yourself, change identities, land a job and 
live well - as well as a little bit about every¬ 
thing else that might be important. 8 1/2 x 
It softcover, photos, illus., 344 pp. 
#10011096 $35.00 
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JUST SAY NO TO DRUG TESTS 
How to Beat the Whiz Quiz 
by Ed Carson 

Urinalysis is a blatant violation of human 
freedom and dignity, and now you can fight 
back! Ed Carson, who handled drug testing 
tor a large U.S, military base, reveals how 
the tests are done and how to beat them. He 
did it successfully for eight years using the 
exact methods Outlined in this book. Find out 
how to preserve your life-style and keep 
your job. 51/2x81/2, softcover, 48 pp. 
#10003754 $15.00 



NEW I.D. IN AMERICA 
by Anonymous 

Want one more chance at tile with a "clean 
slate”? Trade in your oid identity for a new 
start. Here is a step-by-step guide lo creat¬ 
ing a totally new you - with a birth certifi¬ 
cate, passport, driver's license, Social 
Security number - ail you need for breaking 
with your past 5 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, 
illus., 120 pp. 

#10001006 $18.00 
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CALL 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. FREE 80-PAGE CATALOG CONTAINING MORE THAN 700 TITLES. 
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If You Don’t Vote Like a Gun Owner, You Suck 


A s has been obvious to all, my devo¬ 
tion to the Second Amendment as 
the cornerstone of our Bill Of 
Rights and its survival has been my greatest 
cause. I place such importance on this, that 
I am devoting my column in our 25th 
Anniversary Issue not to SOF’s history, but 
to our nation's future. This is reprinted with 
permission from Mike Dillon's Blue Press 
( www.dillonprecision.com). 

— R.K.B. 

According to most estimates, there are 
between 75 and 80 million adult gun owners 
in the United States. That’s more people than 
voted in the last presidential election. So why 
is it, when there are so many gun owners, that 
we are not the dominant voting bloc in this 
country? Because most of that 75-80 million 
are stupid, lazy, hypocritical barfbags. Well, 
I’d like to say sometliing to that group. 

Sure, you drive around in a pickup truck 
with a gun rack and some hairy-chested 
bumper stickers, and you talk big at the gun 
shop or the Legion Hall. But will you shell out 
$35 and join the NRA? Oh, you don’t agree 
with the NRA’s stance on this or that, or the 
NRA is too soft on sometliing or too unyield¬ 
ing on something else? Or maybe long ago the 
NRA didn’t send you your free cap or bullet 
key ring on time. Well, you know what? 
That’s a dumb cop-out and you’re an asshole. 
Whether you like it or not, the NRA is the 
only ... I repeat only, effective representation 
you have in the cesspool of Washington poli¬ 
tics. Even the NRA’s worst enemies — your 
worst enemies if you have the capacity to 
think about it — agree that it’s one of the most 
powerful lobbying forces on Capitol Hill. 
That means no one else fights your battles for 
you better, and if you don’t understand that 
simple fact, you’re too dumb to exist! 

Okay, you don’t give a damn about the 
NRA but you still want to keep your guns. So 
why, in the name of all that is holy, do you 
vote for anti-gun candidates? Oh, you don’t? 
So who does? Maybe it’s all those other peo¬ 
ple who were voting while you were sucking 


a brewski and watching the game on TV. Or 
maybe you’re a good union guy, and the union 
votes Democrat. Some years ago, Mario 
Cuomo, a dedicated anti-gunner who hap¬ 
pened to be Governor of New York, described 
gun owners in a most uncomplimentary fash¬ 
ion. But the most damning thing he said about 
gun owners is that they don't vote, and, there¬ 
fore, should not be considered as a factor in 
any election. How about that? Mario Cuomo 
is a liberal Democrat and, as such, is wrong 
about most everything, but he’s absolutely 
right about you. And I can prove it. If you 
non-voting gun owners in New York state did 
get off your asses and vote like gun owners, 
obscenities like Mario Cuomo couldn’t even 
be elected as dogcateher. The same goes for 
Charles Schumer; he wasn’t bad enough as a 
congressman from Brooklyn; you dumb 
schmucks had to let him become a senator! 
Who’s next... Hillary? 

Then there’s my old home state of 
Massachusetts. Over one million Massa¬ 
chusetts gun owners must be really proud to 
claim Teddy Kennedy as their senator. And 
John Kerry, the Kennedy clone, is no better. 
The entire Massachusetts congressional dele¬ 
gation, both gay and straight, is anti-gun. And 
you Bay State gun owners are the dildos that 
put them in office! Because you sat on your 
fat asses, you’ve got Chapter 180 — aptly 
named because it turns your gun rights around 
180 degrees — and you’ve got an attorney 
general who wants to be governor and thinks 
every handgun is a faulty consumer product. 
Once again, Massachusetts gun owners, 
where were you on election day? 

Look at every state with asinine, repres¬ 
sive gun laws and a preponderance of anti¬ 
gun politicians — California, New Jersey, 
Connecticut, Maryland to cite several horrible 
examples — and you will find enough gun 
owners to form an unbeatable voting bloc, if 
they would get their thumbs out of their butts 
and vote, for a change. Jeez, what a concept! 

We all know the excuses: I’m too busy, 

Continued on page 98 
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The belt-pack cases are made of ballistic nylon with heavy 
duty zippers. The Bore Obstruction RemovEJs are designed 
to avoid deforming a stuck bullet and will genlly force it out of 
the bore with multiple taps from the Memory-Rex rod. The 
Memory flex rod is nylon coated, aincrafhgrade cable with 
compression welded tidings that will support over a quarter 
ton of pull force! 

The Otis Premium Bore Cleanser is one of the 
most advanced cleaning solutions ever developed, It will 
clean, penetrate, lubricate and leave a protective coaling on 
all metal surfaces, without damaging the surrounding wood or 
plastic components. The selrd forged brass lips and brushes 
will not corrode or oxidize like aluminum. Aluminum oxide 
forms on aluminum rods, and like sandpap-erwili lap your bore 
with each pass, often followed by a significant loss of accura¬ 
cy. It is silly to buy a 20,000 target rifle and ihert dean it wilh 
inferior components. You can clean your gun with the Otis lut 
thousands of times without a brass component ever scratch¬ 
ing a muzzle or bore. Each kit comes with detailed informa¬ 
tion on how to properly clean and care for your firearm. Try 
the Otis System-it will last for life, and you'll speud more time 
shooting and less time cleaning! 


The Otis Technology Breech-to-Muzzle Cleaning 
System is widely regarded by experts as the most 
advanced gun cleaning system in the world. It offers many 
gun cleaning advancements and refinements developed through 
Otis Technology’s development of products for the military and 
competitive marksmen and hunters. By cleaning breech to muzzle, 
dirt and fouling is pulled out the muzzle, not pushed back into the 
action, gumming the trigger or causing malfunctions in automatics. 
The patented all-caliber patches not only provide six passes per 
patch, but form a perfectly circular cleaning plug. Because the slot¬ 
ted tip with the patch is pulled through the chamber, it doesn’t com¬ 
press the patch against the side of the tip or rod. Conventional rods 
will jam off-center, scraping the rifling in the process, and potential¬ 
ly ruining the bore. The 750 lb pull strength of the Otis Memory flex 
rod allows you to tightly form the patch to the bore, actually clean¬ 
ing it rather than just moving the dirt around. The tight patch is 
formed by being pulled through the chamber, compressing in the 
throat, and cleans the leading edge of the rifling, the edge that actu¬ 
ally bears the stress of the rotating bullet. For shotguns, custom 
soft durometer plugs, ("patch savers”) force the patch to the full 
diameter of the bore, cleaning the chamber, forcing cone, bore and 
choke-all without having to disassemble the gun! 

The principle components of the Otis System are so 
well built that they are warranted for Life! The circular all-caliber 
patches are made of 100% cotton, and unlike cheap synthetic 
patches are not dissolved by the bore solvent, turning into plastic 
gunk left on the rifling. The tight weave of these patches actually 
pulls metallic copper flake buildup out of the grooves rather than 
leaving fibers embedded along the bore. The SupraTine brushes 
are custom made with more and finer bristles than lesser brands. 
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Br™ W -holsters and vests, day packs and g unstraps-'all made with the absolute strongest materials 

money can buy. All backed by Black Hawk’s Lifetime Guarantee s featuring our exclusive 

BLACKH/iWK I(NDMSTRIES, INC. 1133 Executive Blvd. Chesapeake, VA 2332XD www.blackhawkindiislries.com 
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CamelBak Hydration Systems. Built with the Passion for Excellence that has made 
BiacWHawk the fastest growing tactical nyion company in the world 1 to find out 
more, call for £re| info or the new ‘99 BlackHawk Catalog djfo.QD) featur- 
ing over 400 of the world's finest tactical nylon products! ^ 

wiim.uacHiawidndusines.coai 1-800-694-52 

See Your Dealer or call NOW!! (757) 436-3101 (757) 436-308 
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White House: Don’t Ask, Don’t Bleat 

While the Dems and the muck shovelers of Hollywood were 
gamboling about selling a two-faced line of family values to con¬ 
ventioneers in Los Angeles, World Net Daily was breaking a story by 
Washington Bureau Chief Paul Sperry of what the Y2K computer- 
upgrade technicians found upon reviewing Clintonistas’ machines in 
the West Wing of the White House: Staffers spending a lot of gov¬ 
ernment time — and risking security — bringing “teen-age” “gay” 
and “bestial” (as in, “donkeys, goats, dogs”) real-time porno videos 
through computer-system firewalls. 

Well, maybe it’s not all bad news. At least while these sickos 
were giving themselves a local on company time, they weren’t 
busy destroying the Bill of Rights, gutting our defense capabili¬ 
ty, plotting more armed assaults on eccentric religious groups, or 
carrying out the other appalling programs of the Clinton 
Administration. 

Both Clinton and Gore have mouthed denouncements of cyber- 
pom, and pushed so-called “E-chips” to block the internet’s “pur¬ 
veyors of pornography,” as Gore called them last year. 

To which we have three questions: 

• Does this include the White House? 

• Are, PETA and Friends of the Animals for or against this? 

• Just exactly what does the Democrat party mean by “inclusive”? 



At the recent NRA Convention in Charlotte, SOF Publisher Robert K. 
Brown (center) met with Col. Lew Millett, MOH (right) and Governor Joe 
Foss, MOH (tar left). Don’t miss Col. Millett’s story “A Cut Above the 
Rest,” starting on page 56. 


Million Moll March: Screaming Hypocrisy #2 

According to a story in the Washington Post , one Barbara 
Lipscomb, an organizer of the “Million Mom March,” was charged 
with assault with intent to kill for shooting a man whom she 
“believed to have caused her son’s death.” It gets better: It was later 
determined that she had shot the wrong man. It gets even better: 
Police recovered three handguns and a TEC-9 at her home. 


Meanwhile, From the Land of the Holocaust... 

Two lawyers from Bavaria, a Christian Sailer and a Geit-Joachim 
Hetzel, have petitioned German Family Minister Christine 


Bergmann to reclassify the Bible as a book “considered too danger¬ 
ous for children because of its violent content.” Wow. Even worse 
than Grimm’s Fairy Talesl 

OK. But let’s start with the nightly news, and then maybe we’ll 
consider hiding the history of Nazi Germany and other gory tales to 
which there is no point. 


And Don’t Download the Porno, Either 

The USG’s current problem of laptops with legs has been exac¬ 
erbated by the disappearance of a laptop loaded with “highly classi¬ 
fied information,” from a sixth-floor conference room at the State 
Department’s Bureau of Intelligence and Research. 

Spokesman Richard Boucher announced a $25,000 reward for 
information leading to the recovery of the laptop, saying he hoped 
the reward would generate leads of use to the FBI and State 
Department’s Bureau of Diplomatic Security, Boucher said the dis¬ 
appearance of the laptop was a “potentially serious breach of securi¬ 
ty.” Other officials told reporters that the computer contained infor¬ 
mation on the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, and on 
technologies for launching such weapons. 

If you see a black Dell laptop with a five-digit serial number end¬ 
ing in “Q,” located on a sticker on the back near the ports, you are 
officially encouraged to contact the State Department at 202-647- 
7277. It is not certain if the machine was misplaced or stolen, and if 
it stolen whether it were stolen for the classified information it con¬ 
tains or for its value as a computer. 


Smoke and Mayhem 

Agents from the FBI, BATF, INS and CIA raided homes and 
businesses in Charlotte, Kannapolis and Matthews, arresting 18 and 
seizing computers, papers and cases of cigarettes. Of those arrested, 
17 were illegal aliens and 12 were from Lebanon. Federal agents 
said the ring was smuggling cigarettes and using the profits to 
bankroll an international terrorist organization. Those arrested face 
charges of money laundering, smuggling, and conspiracy. 

Identified as the group’s ringleader was Mohammad Youssef 
Hammoud, who sources indicated was well connected to Hezbollah 
members in Lebanon and is believed to have gone through 
Hezbollah-sponsored training. In affidavits filed in connection with 
the case, a source was quoted as believing “... that if Hezbollah 
issued an authorization to execute a terrorist act in the United States, 
Mohammad Hammoud would not hesitate in carrying it out.” 
Investigations in the case continue as we go to press. 


Conspicuous Gallantry... and Chutzpah 

According to a story in the Newport News Daily Press, by Jim 
Spencer, the Air Force has passed out 246 Bronze Star medals — 
192 to field grade officers — for “participation in the Kosovo cam¬ 
paign” to hundreds of recipients who never even got close to 
Kosovo. Wrote Spencer, a dozen of the warriors ... never left 
Missouri. One “fought” from Dayton, Ohio. Four others gutted it out 
at the Pentagon. And another 212 received recognition for fighting in 
Kosovo while in Italy, England, Germany and Spain.” 

Does seem the USAF medal-grinders might be stretching things 
a bit, although in all fairness, under “Criteria,” paragraph C of the 
regs states, “Awards may be made to recognize single acts of merit 
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Most Advanced Tactical Knives! 
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Masters of Defense® knives represent the ^ 

ultimate refinement of the combat fighting 
tool. Designed by some of the industry's 
foremost defensive fighting experts and 

special forces operators,, they are con- V 

structed of the most advanced materials 
available. Computer machined to toler- ^ 

ances one-thirtieth the width of a human __ f*' 1 

hair, all M.O.D. knives are milled from ■ , . ■ 

solid bars of T-6 aluminum with blades of f** 

154cm cryogenically heat treated steel. 

The final assembly is hand-fitted by master craftsmen, giving you the perfection 
of a custom knife with the accuracy and durability availed by 21st century com¬ 
puterization. Built on the same machinery used to make missile guidance sys¬ 
tems, Masters of Defense 4 knives feature hollow ground blades, a more expen¬ 
sive process but far superior for cutting and sharpening. All are available in satin, 
bead blast, and new black titanium-carbonitride coatings, with partially serrated 
or standard cutting edges. The brainchild of knife authority Jim Ray, M.O.D. has 
over 30 variations for any application you have. These knives can keep you alive. 
They are regarded by many as the most advanced production tactical knives 
made. Since their introduction, they have become the tool of choice for black- 
ops specialists throughout the defense industry. 

New for 2000 is the amazing Duane Dieter CQD®Special Operations Tactical 
Folder. It features a pfunge lock system, secondary safety lock, cord ripper, and mil¬ 
itary anti-slip grip inserts, Brute strong, it is designed by the world’s leading Close 
Quarters Defense™ specialist, trainer of the world’s most elite special operations and 
SWAT units. Call toll-free for a dealer near you and a free catalog! 


Call now toll free 

FOR OUR FREE CATALOG! ^ / 

1-888-832-4158 


\ 
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See over 30 knives in our on-line catalog! 

WWW. MASTER SOFDEFEN 5E. COM 
Masters of Defense. LLC. 1941 Camp Branch Rd. 

WaynESvilE NC 28786 
(828) 452-4158 (828) 452-7327 FAX 










1 -SOO-GET-GRIP 


(1 -800-438-4747) 

or &U5-239-144D * Fa X 805-239-2553 


Paso Robles, CA 93447 


Aluminum Training Blades 

Get the look and feel of real knives without the danger of getting cut! 
Military Stunt Work Knife Fighting Instructors 

Law Enforcement Stage Work f Martial Artists 


Free Brochure 


EDGES2, INC. 
6805 Furman Pkwy 
Rivardala, MO 20737 
Voice: (301)306-0184 
Fax: (301) 306*5382 


Check it out on the web! I 

trainingblades.com 


or meritorious service...” 

Interestingly, the Bronze Star was initi¬ 
ated during WWII as an award specifically 
for the grunts, the guys in the mud and the 
blood, who felt slighted when the Air Medal 
was initiated for those in the Army Air 
Corps risking their necks overhead. 

In closing, Spencer proposed a new 
medal: "... the Tin Star. Destined to become 
America’s fifth-highest combat decoration, 
this award will go to the public affairs offi¬ 
cers who will soon be policing nosy 
reporters asking questions about the disper¬ 
sal of gratuitous medals.” 


No Yellow Journalism? 

After considerable uproar — including 
proposed legislation (the Chinese News 
Agency Divestiture Act of 2000, and a 
House amendment to the State Department 
Appropriations Bill), the Xinhua News 
Agency is selling the Pentagon Ridge 
Apartments property at 1515 Arlington 
Ridge in Arlington, Va., which it bought 
without notifying the State Department as 
required by the U.S. Foreign Missions Act. 
Their purchase of the property, on high 
ground near the Pentagon, stirred consider¬ 
able concern that the government-owned 
“News Agency” would be in a position to 
use the property as a base for spying on the 
Pentagon. Chinese representatives denied 
there was any basis for concern, although 
Congressman David Vitter called the build¬ 
ing “a spy tower ideally suited to capturing 
our military secrets.” The Vitter 
Amendment to the 2001 appropriations bill 
passed on a vote of 367-34 with seven vot¬ 
ing “present.” 

Described by Western intelligence 
experts as a front for the Chinese Ministry 
of State Security (MSS), Xinhua also func¬ 
tions as a commercial news agency. The 
function of the MSS is to conduct security 
operations at home, and espionage ops 
overseas. 


Brit Owners lb Sell S&W 

Smith & Wesson Corporation, claimed 
to be the largest U.S. manufacturer of hand¬ 
guns, is being put up for sale by the 
London-based Tompkins PLC. With its core 
business being auto parts and home-build¬ 
ing materials, Tompkins said it will divest 
itself of S&W and various food-oriented 
businesses. 

The prospect that Tompkins will unload 
S&W raised concerns among state and fed¬ 
eral officials that successors might renege 
on its highly controversial deals with offi¬ 
cials. The deals, made to gamer a safe 
haven for S&W against possible liability 
suits, as proposed by various government 
officials against various segments of the 
firearms industry, were not greeted favor¬ 
ably by the gun-owning public. “The Deal” 
struck last March has made S&W an indus¬ 
try and consumer pariah, and if the deal is 
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Even if you strip away its claims to fame, 
the SIG Classic is still the best in the world. 



fcrHtosHf steal slide deagn he- ps keep 
Slide machined from a solid bbek of out din, debris and fcTE'gn matErial. 


interdmngeable. Ride from over 

30 types, sizes- and configurations. Safer pastern b ?y, 


Hamner-for^ed 
barrel for strength 
■and accuracy. 


stainless steel; Niiron™ finished for 
ejitra strength, cfurainlity end corrosion 


Full-length guide rails 


because slide must 


for strength, accirrar^ amt 
reduced dirt intrusion. 


be locked back and 


resistance. 


open for vfiu&l 


■ nspedion before 


Smooth e&teriof 
design for 
snag-free 
handling. 


Ease of 
disassembly. 


toiled mul^strand 


recoil spring for dura- 


Comfortable grip angle 
with non-dip grip panels 
positions piste: as a 
* natural ejetens ion of 
& the shooter's hand. 


bdito and reliability, 
a full Sength recoil 
spring guide. 


Grooved trig-gar guard 
enhances two-handed g 


Optional short trigger enables 
ream adjustment for hand Ssze. 


Comprehensive 4-Point Safety System: 

1- Patented automatic firing pin lock unlocks 
firing pin only when trigger is pulled. 

2- Frame-mounted decocking lever safely 
lowers hammer to safety intercept notch. 

3- Safety intercept notch locks hammer 
away from firing pin. 

4- Trigger bar disconnector prevents 
out-of-battery discharge. 


iteversible magazine release allows 


right or left-handed operation. 


Hard anodized aluminum alloy frame 
for superior balance, durability and 
cohesion resistance. 


SIG Classic Pistols 


With quality in every detail, the 
SIG Classics set the standards for 
performance, safety and reliability. 



-iln 



m ^ 



Forget that the SIG Classic Pistols led the semi-auto revolution and are carried by the U.S. Navy SEALS and other elite units 

around the world. Just look at it like a gunsmith and you'll see functional quality in every detail. And you can 
get that quality in full-size, compact and personal-size SIG Classic models, in a range of calibers from .380 to 
.45 ACP. Don't get a SIG Classic just because it's famous. Do a thorough analysis, study the details, handle 
and fire different models and then pick SIG for the right reason: because you know it'll be 
there when it counts. SIG Arms Inc., Corporate Park, 

(S/G) arms 

Exeter, NH 03833, Phone: 603-772-2302, www.sigarms.com ✓ WHEN IT COUNTS 
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made part and parcel of any sales agreement 
to subsequent owners, the company may 
well not be a marketable item. 



M0DEL91pSS’i $ 


JVIODEL3405BT 


M0DEL71Q5BT AaSS™ t 


M0DEL35GSBT 


Serious tools designed and tjuilt to go where you go and do what 
you need them to do— everyday. Made of some of the most 
advanced materials available. Bench made knives are on active duty 
all around the world. From field proven automatics, hard-nosed 
fixed blades and ambidextrous single-hand operational folders, 
Benchmade is using ultra-modern technology to manufacture the 
ultimate cutting edged fools. So next time duty calls make sure 
you’re ready— make sure it’s a Benchmade. Proudly USA made! 


800.7427 • www.benchmade.com 


BENCHMADE KNIFE COMPANY, INC • 800 


1 DUTY 

T 0 U 6 H 1 




Now There’s a Soldier 

When an increasing proportion of new 
recruits never make it through basic train¬ 
ing, and a staggering number do not com¬ 
plete their term of enlistment, it is refreshing 
to recall the case of Jean Theurel, who was 
probably the most dedicated “G.L” of all 
time. He first enlisted in the French Army to 
fight the Dutch in 1699 at the age of 15. He 
remained on active duty, distinguishing him¬ 
self in hundreds of various battles, until he 
was deactivated in 1802 at the age of 118, by 
the Emperor Napoleon. Theurel is believed 
to be the only soldier to have served in three 
centuries. 

Help a Helper 

Bonnie Kline continues her legal strug¬ 
gle against the Clinton-Gore Administra¬ 
tion. Her workplace was transformed into 
hellishly hostile environs after she testified 
truthfully at Congressional hearings on a 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service scandal 
where hunting and fishing excise taxes were 
illegally diverted into political slush funds 
(see “Taxation With Misrepresentation,” 
October ’00). Kline narrowly avoided evic¬ 
tion from her home since you last read about 
her, and she is going further in debt so her 
daughter can enroll this fall at the University 
of Virginia, in Charlottesville. She hasn’t 
gotten a government paycheck since 
February and desperately needs your 
prayers and financial support. Contributions 
may be sent to: The Bonnie Kline Legal 
Assistance Fund, c/o Robinson & Associates 
Law Office, The Title Building, 110 St. Paul 
Street, Dept. SOF/Suite 302, Baltimore, MD 
21202. It’s a crying shame when those who 
act in the public interest get plowed under. 
Do what you can. 


Prestigious Award for SOF 

Although perhaps not the biggest paper 
in SOF’s hometown of Boulder, Colorado, 
the Boulder Weekly is obviously one of the 
more insightful, as it recently awarded SOF 
Magazine Headquarters the “Best of 
Boulder” award for the Best Dead Animal 
Collection. The referenced collection repre¬ 
sent the remains from various African 
safaris, and does not, as mentioned in the 
story, contain a shrunken human head. What 
their examination must have seen was one of 
the editors. 


Finding SOF 

SOF was recently approved for distribu¬ 
tion in the following major retail chains in 
the Southeast: Cub Foods, Food Lion, 
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It’s Your. Call. Choose From 20 Of The Shows You Love 
And Get a FREE VIDEO PREVIEW! 








AIRWOLF: 

The Collector’s EDmoN 
Each video contains 
2 high-flying hour-long 
episodes. 

Product # 4HY 


SANFORD 
AND SON: 

The Collector’s Edition 
E ach video contains 4 side¬ 
splitting half-hour episodes. 

Product # QHE 


COACH: 

The Collector’s Edition 
E ach video contains 
4 well-played half-hour 
episodes. 

Product #ZLH 


THE INCREDIBLE 
HULK: 

The Collector’s Edition 
E ach video contains 
2 hour-long episodes of 
mean, green action. 

Product #ZR6 


,r v- ■ *'• ■ i-.* - . 
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BfUffTHE A-TEAM: 

mjm The Collector’s Edition 

Your first video contains the 
two ‘’ hour series Each 
''H video contains 2 hour-long 
action-packed episodes. 
Product # RQ3 



CRIME STORY: 

The Collector’s Edition 
Y our first video is the two-hour 
series pilot Future videos 
contain 2 gritty hour-long 
episodes. 

Product #5NL 



ROD SERLING’S 
NIGHT GALLERY: 

The Collector’s Edition 
E ach video contains 2 
terrifying hours. 

Product # QF6 


TWiUGHT 

ZONE 





THE TWILIGHT 
ZONE®: 

The Collector’s Edition 
E ach video contains two hours 
of mind-bending episodes. 

Product #QR6 



BARNEY MILLER: 

The Collector’s Edition 
E ach video contains 
4 riotous half-hour episodes. 

Product #Q1K 



GOOD TIMES: 

The Collector’s Edition 
Each video contains 
4 Dyn-O-Mite half-hour 
episodes. 

Product #QBX 



MIAMI VICE: 

The Collector’s Edition 
Y our first video contains the 
two-hour series pilot Future 
videos contain 2 hour-long 
episodes. 

Product # QEA 



WALKER, TEXAS 
RANGER; 

The Collector’s Edition 
E ach video contains 2 hour- 
long episodes of rugged action. 

Product #5NW 

O 2000 CBS Worldwide Inc. Afl Rights Reserved 



THE HONEYMOONERS: 

The Collector’s Edition 
E ach video contains 2 half- 
hour episodes that will send 
you "to ‘da moon!” Future 
videos are $14.95 each. 
Product #QCZ 



HAVE GUN- 
WILL TRAVEL®: 

The Collector’s Edition 
E ach video contains 
4 gunslingin’ half-hour 
episodes. 

Product #QCD 



RAWHIDE: 

The Collector’s Edition 
E ach video contains 
2 hour-long episodes 
of Old West intrigue. 

Product # QFV 



CHARLIE’S ANGELS: 

The Collector’s Edition 
E ach video contains 2 hour- 
long episodes of curvaceous 
crimefighters. 

Product #2H5 


• CHAfUE’S ANGELS © 1976,1977.1978. 
J-l 1979,1980,1981 Spelling-Gokroefg 
Productions. All Rights Reserved. 




THE BEST OF 
JAPANESE ANIME II 

Your first video is Wrath of the 
Ninja. Future videos contain 
1 feature-length film and are 
$19.95-$24.95. WARNING: 
For Mature Audiences. 
Product #Q2D 


YDetach HereY 


LOONEY TUNES™: 

The Collector’s Edition 
E ach video contains 12 to 14 
shorts of classic Warner Bros, 
animation. 


Product #WXN 

tr^l LOONEY TUNES, characters, names and 
*1/ all related wficia are trademarie of 
' Warner Bros. © 2000. 



WONDER WOMAN: 

The Collector’s Edition 
E ach video contains 
2 hour-long episodes of 
golden-lasso action. 

Product #VAK 



WORLD 

CHAMPIONSHIP 

WRESTLING™ 

Each video contains one hour 
of pile-driving matches. Future 
videos are $14.95 each. 

Product #ZR9 


Choose Your First Video for Just $4.95 and handHng 


Order online: 

www.columbiahouse.com/vl 

Order toll-free 24 hours a day: 1-800-538-7766 



BSML 

To ensure you get this great 
offer-use this savings 



code when ordering. 



©2000 The Columbia House Company 


r—| VECI Send m Y f< rs:t video from 
I f ■ the series I've chosen for a 
Free 10-Day Preview. If I choose to keep it. 
I’ll pay just $4.95 plus S3.99 delivery. If I am 
not totally satisfied, I will return it within 10 
days with no further obligation. Otherwise, I'll 
receive another video to the series I've 
selected about every 4 to 6 weeks for just 
S19.95 {unless otherwise noted) plus deliv¬ 
ery. I keep only the ones I want, can cancel 
anytime wrth no further obligation, and I’ll 
always have 10 days to preview each video 
absolutely risk-free. 


MAIL TO: I Columbia House Video Library, Dept. BSML, 
| P.O. Box 1112, Terre Haute, IN 47811 


Product # 


Series Title 


□ Mr. □ Mis. □ Ms. 


Address 


Apt 

City 

Stale 

Zip 

Phone ( 

) . 

Afla 

Email 


1381 


Important You must be 18 years of age or older and verify your age in the indicated space for 
your request to be processed. Note: All applications are subject to review. Columbia House 
reserves the right to request additional information, to reject any application, or to cancel any 
membership. Canadian residents will be serviced from Toronto; offer may vary. Applicable tea 
added to all orders. 
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You may onler mare copies at this specie! 25a Annhiersai 
L——~-- J " edition of Soldier of Fortune magazine at 

nni nilfflfe the lallowing rates, including S&H: 


le for $Ei Order from Soldier Of Fortune 

it Mn ST35 Arapahoe Awe., Ste A-5, 
i tor 530 aou|der co 8WQ3 

5 for S&2.5D HflC/Visa orders call lolMree 
1 for $100 1 -BDO-a00-7630 or order 

__I onlineatwww.sofmag.com, 

ThEse rates apply to domestic orders only; 

Canadian m\ lo^eicjn orders call lor shipping ifilormatlon. 


HIBBEN! 


The One Name For Custom Quality 
Performance In A Production Made Knifel 


0H2OM 

Bibbs n IX 

Overall LenfftlL! v’ 


UC120S 

Bibbsm Ftp Gni&e Hunter 

ChrerullL Letigta: B-5/1-8* 


Designed by master knifemaker GUI Hlbberi, 

See our Tull Una oi HlbborV hnrveE st knirg 
dealws worldwide. Wholesale itaiiiirlaEL cell 
1-BM-54M0H and ask. tor DkdL. SF11 fir 
sec our website at wiLvw.unLlcdGutlcry.cam. 
EKcluriucIsf United Cutlery Brands- 


ifcBEN]^ 


Ingles, Kroger, Piggly Wiggly, Winn Dixie, 
Harris Teeter, Hannaford, Eckerd and Circle 
K. Look for it there when you pop in for 
some biscuits. 

SOF readers in the Midwest will be able 
to find us in all 400 Dairymart convenience 
stores, starting with the October 2000 issue. 

However, our distributors have been 
meeting with fierce resistance from Publix 
Supermarkets. If you are in one of their 
stores, politely ask why SOF is not avail¬ 
able and request that the store manager 
order copies: Customer requests are given 
high priority by store managers. 

— ■ 

Real “Survivors” 

If you are genuinely interested in jun¬ 
gle survival, but not particularly 
impressed with the popular but wildly 
unrealistic soap-opera currently on TV, 
check this out: at the 2000 SOF Conven¬ 
tion in Las Vegas this 11-15 October, 
Randall’s Adventure and Training will 
give away an all-expense paid trip 
(including air fare from Atlanta) to the 
Amazon jungles for a real jungle survival 
training class with the Peruvian military. 

Jeff Randall, owner of Randall’s 
Adventure and Training, has spent many 
years in the Peruvian jungles working with 
local villagers and military personnel. His 
company and clients have been invited by 
the Peruvian Air Force’s Escuela de 
Supervivencia en la Selva (Jungle Survival 
School) to participate and graduate from 
their school. 

The class will run from 24 March — 3 
April 2001 in Iquitos, Peru and the sur¬ 
rounding jungles of the Amazon river. For 
more information, contact: Jeff Randall, 60 
Randall R., Gallant, AL 35972; of visit the 
web site www.jungletraining.com . 


Righteous Rap 

If you think Wolfgang Mozart is an 
animal rights group and John Phillip 
Souza is a record-breaking home-run hit¬ 
ter, do we have some sounds for you. 
Even if your regular diet is Bach, 
Beethoven and Benny Goodman, you just 
gotta love a hip-hop CD featuring titles 
such as “Gun Control is Racist,” “Liberal 
Democrats are Racist,” “Liberal 
Democrat Education is Wack,” “Liberal 
Hollywood Hypocrites,” “Communist 
Coddlers,” “Section 705 The Liberal 
Choke Hold” and 18 others, such as — no 
less — the “Bill of Rights.” Now this is a 
CD that can rattle your car windows with 
something worth hearing. 

Racism Exposed is produced by Don 
Kennedy and Rocco Gotti and stars hip-hop 
performer Shoanna Zealand, with singer 
Tionna Day. Released by CORAD Records 
(888-850-5087; or on the web at 
www.coradpress.com), “Racism Exposed” 
is available at Best Buy, or your local 
record store. Ask for it! X 
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ALL SPRINGFIELD PISTOLS 
NOW COME LOADED! 
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Thumb Safety 
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Full-Size Stainless 1911-A1 


NOBODY CAN COMPETE WITH THE FEATURES, 
QUALITY, AND PRICE OF SPRINGFIELD'S 
"LOADED" 1911...NOBODY! 

The Federal Bureau Of Investigation (FBI) has officially adopted 
Springfield Armory's 1911-A1 pistol, resulting in the largest-ever 
single contract of its kind with the FBI. Springfield now produces 
all of their 1911 model pistols with many of the same proprietary 
FBI features. The result is superb accuracy, dependability, and 
incredible value. 


LOAD IT UP! 

For a limited time, Springfield's "Loaded" 1911s will come with 
a Consumer Coupon worth hundreds of dollars in savings on 
the most desirable accessories including magazines, holsters, 
scope mounts, ammunition, training, etc. See your retailer, visit 
us on our website at www.springfield-armory.com, or contact 
Springfield Armory today. 


SPRINGFIELD ARMORY'S 


PROGRAM 


Be a responsible gun owner. 
Use it safely, store it securely, 
and always transfer a gun 
responsibly and legally. 


Send S.A.S.E. to get free “Loaded" info. 

Send $4.95 to get Springfield's complete products 
catalog and optics VHS sales video. 


The Oldest Name In American Firearms 

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY. 

Springfield Inc • 420 West Main St • Geneseo, IL 61254 
Toll Free 800-680-6866 • Phone 309-944 5631 • Fax 309-944-3676 
wwwcspiingfield-ainiory.com 

Copyright 1999, Contents property of Springfield, Inc. All rights reserved 
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7 REASONS TO JOIN NOW: 1. Membership is easy. Just 

choose 4 books for 98$. Your bill (including shipping and handling) will come when 
membership is confirmed. 2, Your satisfaction is guaranteed. If you're not happy 
with your 4 books, return them within 10 days at our expense. Your membership will 
be canceled; you’ll owe nothing. 3. Save up to 50% off publishers’ hardcover 
edition prices. Just purchase at least 4 more books at our regular low Club prices 
during your membership. Take up to 2 years! Then you may resign any time. 4. Extra 
bonus! Buy a 5th book now for $4.99, plus shipping and handling, and reduce your 
membership agreement to only 3 books. 5. A FREE Club Magazine comes to you 
up to 19 times a year (about every three weeks). Each reviews the Featured Book 
Selections plus dozens of alternate books. Some are exclusive Club editions you 
won’t find anywhere else. Every book we offer is a high-quality, full-texl edition, 
sometimes altered in size to fit special presses. 6. Ordering is risk-free. Featured 
Book Selections are sent to you automatically. To cancel—or order other books— 
simply return your Member Reply Form by mail or contact our Web site by the 
marked date. Shipping and handling (plus sales tax, where applicable) is added to 
each order. You'll always have 10 days to decide. If your Member Reply Form is late 
and unwanted books arrive, please return them at our expense, and we’ll credit your 
account. 7. Easy Ordering. As a member, you can also order books via our Web site: 
www.JoinMiLiTARYBooKCLUB.com . Please use Online Code: MP1. K716 

# Counts as 2 choices x Special edition exclusively for Club members + Softcover 

_ ++ Ration * Explicit subject matter, language and/or violence _ 

Prices shown are for publishers’ hardcover editions. 

Club hardcover editions save you up to 50%. Prices shown were current at press time. 


50$ 


K716 SOF 11/00 


lOOK CLUB ■> 


www.JoinMilitaryBookClub.com 


MAIL TO: The Military Book Club® 
6550 East 30th Street 
P.O. Box 6357 

Indianapolis, IN 46206-6357 
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(if under 18, parent must sign)_ 

47 Mt# ### 96 42 FS047 


Please write book 
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YES! Please enroll me in The Military Book Club ® according to the risk-free membership 
plan described in this ad. Send me the 4 BOOKS I've indicated. Bill me just 98$, plus 
shipping and handling. I agree to buy 4 more books within the next 2 years. 
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Miss/Ms_ 

Address_ 


It you select a book that 
counts as 2 choices, write 
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number in one row of 
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Bright Lights And Bad Guys 


the planet we inhabit, with the exceptions of the extreme 
northern or southern latitudes, there is a good chance a por¬ 
tion of each 24-hour period will have some form of low 
light or darkness. With the urbanization of the planet, built up areas 
around cities and towns normally produce ambient light sometimes 
equal to sunlight. In times of power failures or civil unrest, disruption 
of services can create a true maze of buildings and structures 
immersed in darkness. In third world countries there are large popula¬ 
tion centers that simply turn into black holes when the sun goes down. 

If all the above is true, then why is the majority of our firearms 
training done in daylight? One, it may be convenient for the guy run¬ 
ning the range and training program. In the case of a five-day course 
at Thunder Ranch, I can tell you from personal experience if you 
change “shifts” on people, say work Monday and Friday 0800 to 
1600 hours, no problem. Run Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
from 1800 to 0200 hours and you can develop a training/safety can 
of worms. It is not that people in training aren’t willing or even able, 
it is simply the transition to a changing lifestyle, switching sleep 
habits or behavior modification. So there is no misunderstanding, I 
didn’t say it couldn’t be done or that people are not willing. 
Sometimes their bodies or brains just won’t back up their heart. 

From a training standpoint, one way to help resolve the issue is 
by having a simulator that allows low or no light environments that 
can be used during daylight hours. For training applications closer to 
home maybe approaching the local indoor range owner about lower¬ 
ing the lights for some firing to provide you with valuable exposure 


to low light training. Where there is a will, there is a way. 

The primary focus of this article is to provide the reader with some 
introductory techniques and concepts to applying a rifle to a fight in 
altered light environments. These are not my ideas and I didn’t invent 
anything or name anything after myself. These concepts come from 
many places over many years. They may or may not work for you 
based on environment, application, occupation and/or experience. 
Like all good craftsmen you should have many tools in your toolbox, 
and you should always be looking for good tools to add. 

Most rifle fights take place inside what could be considered pis¬ 
tol ranges. Operators will probably be moving to get cover, out of the 
line of fire or to get better target acquisition. Threats may be moving 
for the same reasons. The fight won’t be what you want it to be. It 
could be dark, quick and ugly. 

Since AR~15’s are so prolific I will address them, all of these 
techniques are transferable to other weapons systems. Try them all, 
use what works for you. 

Large Apertures 

Most ARs currently come with a large and small aperture sight 
(you can buy them by the gross at gun shows now). In the Vietnam- 
era, these larger sight apertures became available, but I personally in 
18 months (circa ’68-’69) did not see one mounted on a rifle. The 
larger aperture is better because it allows a wider field of view and 

Continued on page 24 
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It’s just hands-down the most brutallv-effective (yet simple to master) system ever revealed to civilians / 


Vicious Russian "Top Secret" Spec Op 
Military Fighting System Finally Revealed 
By Defiant "Underdog" U.S. Businessman! 


This exciting news is going to blow the 
lid off the “self-defense” industry. Due to 
some unbelievably complex 
(international) breakthroughs... 

I How Have Videotape Of 
Russian Spec-Op Unarmed 
Combat Secrets! 

Despite spending millions trying to 
steal them, the U.S. military still doesn’t 
have these amazing fighting secrets! 
This stuff is hands-down the best-kept 
secret among “insiders” in the world of 
serious combat. 

But I found him —■ the ONLY former- 
Russian Special Forces “super-soldier” 
willing to reveal the fighting techniques 
that made Soviet elite soldiers the most 
feared fighters on the planet. 

Navy SEALS, DELTA soldiers, 
Rangers... they’re tough guys, but even 
they admit they NEVER want to have to 
face anyone trained in the brutal killing 
arts of SPETSNAZ. (SPETSNAZ is 
Russian for “Special Forces”, but the 
organization is actually more elite than 
even our SEALS — only one out of 3,000 
Soviet spec op soldiers ever reaches 
this level... and NO ONE but these “elite- 
of-the-elite” soldiers in Russia ever gets 
this advanced training! 

Ninety-six percent of the Soviet military 
doesn’t even know these secret killing 
arts exist — due to intensive government 
coverups! Even the more-famous KGB 
agents — Russia’s version of the Nazi 
Gestapo — are terrified of SPETSNAZ 
operatives and their skills.) 

The guy I found is named Vladimir 
Vasiliev . This is the most important “find” 
in all my years of working with world- 
class fighting arts. You see, Vladimir 
wasn’t just a Spec Op soldier... no... 
Vladimir was so “high up” he taught this 
astonishing Russian fighting system to 
other SPETSNAZ agents and then led 
them in the most chilling and dangerous 
missions I’ve ever been briefed on (all 
still classified Top Secret by the Soviet Army)! 

Vladimir is so tight-lipped about his 
past it took me 6 months to get this deal 
together... but I did it. And now.. 

I Have To Move Fast To Make Sure 
These Amazing Combat Secrets Are 
Available To Civilians Like You! 

You see, my little company has been 
stopped before by “high up” interference 
despite being in the right . (These “higher 
ups” want to keep this information only 
for cops and soldiers, and out of the 


hands of civilians like you and me.) I don’t 
care what anyone says — the Cold War 
is over, and if these “top secret” Russian 
hand-to-hand techniques are now “fair 
game” to be shared with you... well, 
that’s what I’m gonna do. 

Now... I realize all this sounds like some 
weird “spy” drama you’d see on 
television. But most men in my position 
would just close up shop, and not try to 
ruffle anyone’s feathers. I’m not like that. 

I love being an American, and it feels 
good to do the right thing... even if I’m 
taking an enormous risk. 

You risk absolutely nothing. 

But, are you ever going to be blown 
away by these tapes Vladimir made! If 
you value your self-defense (and the 
protection of your family and loved 
ones)... you have just discovered the 
easiest... yet most effective way to beat 
any attacker (of any size), anywhere, 
anytime... even if you are surprised, 
outnumbered, or bare-handed against 
a weapon! 

Here’s why everyone who’s seen it is 
so excited about this new fighting system: 

• There are NO moves to memorize or 

practice — the entire system works by 
using your natural movements (and just 
“lethalizing" them with a few “twists”). 
This is the only system I’ve ever seen 
where you look like you’re having 
relaxed FUN kicking serious ass! 

• No one has a clue how defend or 
attack this system — even the handful 
of U.S. fighting experts who have seen 
it can’t find a way to beat it! There are 
no “stances”, so you’re never 
unprepared., and cannot be taken by 
surprise! 

• It’s so ingeniously simple, you can 
MASTER it in the shortest time 
humanly possible! (Russian spec op 
soldiers spent minimum time in 
training — a fraction of what SEALS do 
— and yet the Russians quickly 
attained better hand-to-hand fighting 
skills!) There is NO other fighting art 
you can learn in a shorter time 
anywhere on the planet! 

• You don’t need to be in shape, or have 
fast reflexes, or any previous training 

at ail — in fact, being buffed-out and 
having athletic reactions won’t help you 
master this any faster at all! (Vladimir 
loves training women, first-time 
fighters, and people you might be 
tempted to call “weak” or “small”.) In 
fact... this style is so fluid and natural 
that it easily adapts to your particular 
strengths and. 



Vladimir Vasiliev was so “high up ” in the Soviet 
Military that he taught his astonishing Russian Fighting 
System to SPETSNAZ agents ... then led them on the 
most chilling missions imaginablel 


Instantly Eliminates 
Your Weaknesses! 

You learn it fast, it’s easy to use, and 
yet even casual training in it will allow 
you to rub the noses of bigger, meaner, 
and more skilled black belt/streetfighing 
thugs into the dirt. It’s so deceptively 
dangerous, people will think you’re using 
magic to knock opponents out! 

Sounds like a Hollywood bullshit 
movie, doesn’t it. Well, it's not. I checked 
it out — by hiring two expensive 
“investigative reporters” to see if all this 
was the truth. Here’s what they found: 

First, Vladimir is the “real thing.” He 
was a champion boxer and karate 
competitor in his home town of Tver (2 
hours east of Moscow). When he reached 
the Army, his special talents as a fighter 
got him placed in officer training with 
SPETSNAZ. He spent 10 years with that 
elite operation, running multiple special 
missions, including eleven deep 
reconnaissance and POW recoveries 
behind enemy lines (this was during the 
brutal Afghanistan War — Russia’s 
nightmare version of our Vietnam). 

On top of seeing more bloody face-to- 
face combat than any American soldier 
I’ve met, Vladimir was so skilled at these 
special hand-to-hand combat arts that 
he trained other SPETSNAZ operatives, 
KGB hit-men, Kremlin bodyguards, elite 
paratroopers and Russian big-city 
SWAT teams. 

But it’s WHAT he taught that’s so 
interesting. This Russian fighting system 








is like NOTHING you’ve ever seen or 
heard about before. There are very good 
reasons why the U.S. military spent 
mega-millions of dollars trying to steal 
this amazing system. 

First, it’s iust hands-down the most 

devastating fighting system anyone’s 

ever seen. (This is freely admitted by 
martial art experts in every discipline.) 
Second, it’s simple to master, and not 
based on strength or conditioning — the 
equivalent of handing you a loaded 
revolver to face an unarmed attacker: 

No contest! 

Third, there’s the amazing “short cut” 
learning process. Russian scientists 
discovered long ago how to quickly 
“download" even the most vicious training 
directly into your nervous system — so 
it’s part of who you are, not just something 
you’ve memorized. That means, in a 
fight, while the other guy is thinking about 
his next move, you’ve already made 
yours, and ended the fight. 

Fourth, this new system prepares you 
with physical, psychological and 
PSYCHIC training... stuff our boys 
haven’t even begun to understand. 
Vladimir trained with knives held to his 
back, fighting live prisoners using live 
ammo, suffering mind-game torture (like 
being stuffed in a small sewer pipe so 
tight he could barely breathe, and left 
there for long hours)... and — coupled 
with the devastating hand-to-hand skills 
you’re also about to learn — it was this 
training that got these soldiers so tough, 
so dangerous, and so skilled that they 
got through bloody fights victorious 
and safe. 

What’s more... it was GUARANTEED 
these elite Russian soldiers would never 
meet a better hand-to-hand fighter... 

Anywhere On The Planet! 

The amazing thing is, my researchers 


discovered that civilians who learned 
(even casually) this system seemed to 
absorb all the attributes of the “super 
soldiers”. Here are just a few stories 
we learned: 

It’s amazing, too, what happens when 
“ordinary" people train with Vladimir. 
Businessmen suddenly find themselves 
influencing people with their confidence 
and intuition... and... without a word 
said, suddenly no one wants to get in 
your way in the street. It’s like “loading 
up” your body and your confidence with.. 

Mysterious Power 
That Others Can Sense In You! 

What Vladimir does is teach your body 
to “think”... this training goes straight to 
your nervous system, and operates 
automatically whenever you’re in danger! 

Here are some details of what you’re 
about to learn: 

• Where to find the “handles” on your 
opponent so you can lead him into your 
elbows and knees and inflict more 
immediate damage than any karate 
kick or ju jitsu take-down known! 

• How to deliver a “punch” (without ever 
forming a classic “fist”) that will do more 
devastation than hitting your opponent 
with a hammer! (You’ll look like a blur 
of motion, but in reality you’re only 
making very simple, natural 
movements — easily learned — which 
you can use regardless of your fitness 
level or body type!) 

• How to unleash the natural “whips" in 
your body to take out even attackers 
who have advanced, high-end athletic 
quick reactions! (They can be twice as 
fast as you and still not be able to 
defend themselves from the brain- 
numbing blows you deliver!) 

• How to use your belly to deflect formal 
and street-level strikes — even if you’ve 
got a large gut! (You’ve never seen a 
fighting art that allows you to be so out 


of shape, and still deadly!) 

• Special “one-strike” fiaht-enders 
especially developed by the Russians 
to be used when you are exhausted, 
drained of energy, even wounded! (You 
only want to know this vicious stuff for 
when your life is in danger! The games 
are over...) 

• New target areas you never knew 
existed that will instantly leave your 
attacker numb and useless! (A simple 
“tap”., and he’s limp!) 

• How to take out multiple opponents with 
the Russian version of the “bitch slap” 
— an unbelievably deadly strike that 
“multiplies” itself... perfect for taking out 
2 attackers at once! 

• How to turn the fact you’re shorter, 
smaller, fatter or weaker than your 
opponent into an advantage! 

• The incredible Russian “Trinity Shot” — 
a rapid-fire explosion of hands and feet 
that no one can defend against! (And 
yet it’s simple to learn, completely 
adaptable to your body type and level 
of fitness!) 

• How to use ingenious “test kicks” to find 
out how scared your opponent is! (He 
may look confident and tough, but you’ll 
know the truth in seconds.) 

• How to knock someone completely off 
balance... by spitting at them! (Yes, 
there’s a trick to it, but you only need to 
see it once to understand how to use it 
effectively!) 

• How to stay relaxed (literally, loose as a 
goose) during the most dangerous 
attacks., allowing any fear to simply 
dissipate into thin air! (Quickly, you’ll 
learn how to never “feel” fear again!) 

• The most devastating “finishing moves” 
you’ve ever seen — easy to learn, 
utterly final for ending a fight fast! 

• Everything the Russians know about 
body language during a fight — secrets 
that will give you a 100% advantage 


Here’s What Happens When Real People Learn This 
Devastatingly Simple Fighting System... 


• One young Canadian who Vladimir trained 
fora short time is so small, and so “fragile” 
looking (5’6”-, 140 pounds soaking wet) 
you might mistake him for a girl from across 
the street. Yet... he’s now banned from 
competition fighting because he hurt all his 
opponents too seriously! (Black belts don’t 
like to get their noses broken by a “boy” 
who doesn’t seem to actually have any 
fighting skills they can identify!) 

• Another Canadian guy named Mike Sapiz 
(5’9% maybe 160 pounds) ran afoul of 7 
beefy bouncers in a European nightclub 
— the biggest one was a bodybuilder with 
17 inch arms and a serious attitude 
problem... but the “fight” took about 8 
seconds — Mike took the big jerk down 
and held him there, helpless, for the other 
bouncers to see, and they backed off, all 
their macho attitude suddenly gone. Mike’s 
life had been threatened, and his training 


with Vladimir literally forced him to react 
in the most brutally effective way. 

•AnotherCanadian (James Pomerants) was 
vacationing in the Caribbean, minding his 
own business, when the guy at the next 
table pulled out a knife and waved it in a 
woman’s face. No one else in the bar 
moved... but James took the knife away 
and “convinced” the wildman to calm down 
with a nerve-shattering move no one saw. 
His brief Russian System training just 
“leapt” out of him, automatically and 
savagely. 

• A 32-year-old cop arrived at a scene just 
like the Rodney King incident — this crack- 
crazed thug wasn't fazed by pepper spray 
or nightsticks, and was terrorizing 3 armed 
policemen. He stepped in and put the mad- 
dog on the ground without hesitation... 
using a simple move he had only recently 
learned from Vladimir. (Needless to say, 


those other cops are now among those 
hounding me for these new training 
videos.) 

• A Russian soldier (name withheld) had 
been parachuted behind enemy lines in 
Afghanistan, and hadn’t seen food for days. 
He was exhausted, and struggling with a 
130-pound pack of explosives — a stiff 
breeze would have taken him down. 
Afghani mountain warriors attacked with 
Khyber swords (long, curved blades as 
sharp as razors)... no contest. The 
Afghani’s are feared the world over for their 
viciousness and courage and delight in 
killing... but this time they had picked the 
wrong “easy target”. This soldier was 
trained in the Russian System, and even 
dead-tired, hampered by 130 pounds of 
metal and leather, starved and surprised... 
he disposed of the attacker in seconds. 
















over anyone who’s never been told 
these critical facts! (Find out who’s 
more scared, who’s more skilled, 
who’s going down first!) 

• Totally unknown (in the U.S.) knee 
strikes that will give you an instant 
advantage over better-skilled fighters! 
(Especially in tight places, like a 
crowded bar or a narrow alley or 
between parked cars.) 

• Filthy Russian “dirty tricks” that will turn 
cocky black belt fighters into 
unconscious lumps of meat at your feet! 
(You won’t believe these “one-second 
discussion enders” until you see them 
for yourself!) 

• And lots more! 

I’m also throwing in an extra bonus 
video -- this extra footage really “pushes 
the line” - it contains Russian military 
“dirty tricks” about fighting with 
improvised weapons. 

This made sure that SPETSNAZ 
soldiers were never farther away than 
their belt, jacket, wallet or even a simple 
magazine from possessing an amazing 
weapon that can defeat and disarm even 
a skilled attacker holding a gun or knife 
on them. 

In this special FREE bonus video 
you’ll learn: 

• How to make a instant set of “brass 
knuckles” with a magazine and four 
quarters! (Better than a brick or baseball 
bat for inflicting pain and damage 
against multiple attackers — includes 
specific “best targets” map for 
strikes.)... 

• How to use your wallet to take out a 
knife-wielding attacker! (Perfect “dirty 
trick” for turning tables on a mugger.)... 

• How to use a credit card as a knife! 
(Inflict wounds as savage as an Afghani 
Khyber sword!)... 

• How to use your jacket to take away a 
knife, to strangle multiple opponents 
(astonishing technique, easy to 
master!), and to literally tie-up a 
conscious attacker so he can’t get 
free!... 

• 11 ways to use your belt more effectively 
than a knife or bat! (Plus, the Russian 
Army “official” way to use a belt to truss 
up an opponent so he can’t move, can’t 
get away, and will go anywhere you 
want him to go! Perfect info for taking 
care of attackers after you’ve 
subdued them!)... 

• How to make a “noose” out of almost 
anything... to make sure your opponent 
stays down after you’ve put him on the 
ground! (Answers the question, finally, 
of what to do until the cops arrive!) 

Look... 1 could go on for another 20 
pages... but if you aren’t convinced by 
now, you never will be. I’ve done all I can 
to bring these amazing video tapes to 
you. It cost a small fortune to fly a 
professional crew up there, do the 3- 
camera shoot (on top equipment), clear 
Customs with unlabeied bags, and get 
the master-copies made. I’ve already 
slashed the price to 50% of what 


everyone else will pay Plus, you get the 
most generous guarantee I’ve ever 
offered anyone at any time — you can 
order these tapes, watch them, train with 
them... for an entire 3 months... and, if 
you’re not satisfied, for any reason, just 
send ’em back for a complete refund of 
your entire purchase price. 

Here’s what vou need to do now: Call 
my office at 1-800-899-8153 (Dept. RC- 
93) and tell whoever answers you want 
the “Unedited Russian System” videos. 
The price is $99 (that’s half of what 
everyone expected to have to pay)... 
AND ... you get the Bonus video on 
“Improvised Weapons”... and you can 
KEEP the bonus video no matter what you 
decide to do later. 

The ONLY catch to all this is... 

You Have To Call 

Right NOW! 

Just order the tapes, keep them as long 
as you like, sample the training... and 
make your own decision. That’s what this 
is all about — the right to make your own 
decision about this kind of information. So 
please... call right now. I’ve got people 
waiting for your call (use the special toll- 
free line: 1-800-899-8153T 



P.S. Listen — if you’d rather pay by 
check or money order, you can just fill out 
the Priority Order coupon below and mail 
it in... but still... you gotta do this TODAY, 
all right? Thanks. 


Listen To What Men Who 
Know Are Saying About The 
Russian Fighting System 

“Cops and bodyguards (like me) train with us here 
in Canada, and they use this system every day. The 
training is exactly at \street level’ intensity, a real 
fighting tool for real life. I have disarmed crashed men 
threatening women with knives in the Caribbean, taken 
out 3 robbers with one move in Europe, and more. I 
KNOW this works in the real world,\ ” - James 
Pomerants, 37, professional bodyguard 

‘Even as a black belt in Kung Fu, I was still 
scared of confrontations or of getting into a fight That 
all changed with Vladimir’s teachings — I’m now 
totally confident, and I know that whatever happens, I 
will survive. I can handle any kind of confrontation 
now. ” — Elad Saji, black belt instructor in 
Kung Fu, Toronto 

‘This Russian fighting system is the best I’ve found 
— completely different from anything else you’ve ever 
seen. There are no special movements, like in karate — 
all moves are natural and instinctive, so it’s easy to 
learn .” — Igor Davidov, professional boxer, 
trained with Canadian Olympic Boxing 
Team 

‘The best system to handle multiple attackers you 
could ever study. I’ve studied Ju-Jitsu, Tae-Kwon-Do, 
Pbillipino martial arts, you name it, . . and lplan to 
stick with what Vladimir taught mel This is the 
ultimate confidence booster. ” — Dr. Brett Jacques, 
43, Portland, Oregon (Professional Sambo 
fighter, former Army Ranger) 

(t Vladimir only teaches you what he knows will 
work in real-life situations. I’ve got 20years of black¬ 
beltfighting experience and I’ve never seen anybody do 
what he does — this system is several steps higher than 
any other martial art!” — Den Brinkley, 50, Salt 
Lake City, Vietnam veteran _ 


J" RUSSIAN - FIGHTING SYSTEM" "j 

i Priority Order Form i 

! For Fastest Service Use Your Credit Card and Call Toll FREE j 

1-800-899-8153 (Dept RC-93) J 

IS! I want to take charge of my own protection and that of my loved I 

ones! Please rush me the devastating and ingeniously simple Russian Fighting 
System that is so simple to learn... there are no moves to memorize, and I don’t need I 
to be in shape or have fast reflexes, or any previous training... plus I receive a 3- 
month 100% guarantee. If I’m not satisfied for any reason (or no reason at all), I can - 
send back the video package for an immediate return of every penny of my purchase * 
price. Now that’s a generous offer! Here’s how I want to pay: 



□ I prefer to pay by credit card. Please charge my: □ 

□ Visa □ Mastercard □ American Express □ Discover 

Card #_ 


Enclosed is my Check or Money Order 
(Payable to TRS) for $104 ($99 + $5 S&H) 

Name:_ 


Expires:. 


Address: 


City: _ 


SI 


Zip 


Signature: __ 

TRS Direct • 606 E. Acequia, Dept RC-93 • Visalia, CA 93292 

CA residents add appropriate sales tax. Rush shipping available for additional charges of $10 for “2-Day° and $15 for "Overnight shipping. 
Foreign orders may require additional shipping. Call (559) 732-5317 for more information. 




















the rear sight obstructs less. The small aperture 
is more accurate in precision shooting and for 
longer ranges. The larger aperture requires 
some work to be accurate at mid to longer 
ranges. Most fights take place at short range 
and with moving threat targets. The best way to 
use this type of sight is a proper butt placement 
to the shoulder and cheek weld, look at the 
sights superimposed over the threat and hit 
them. Only hits count. 

Tipped Sights 

If the light is bad (and it may be) and the 
range is short (and it may be), say, 25 yards or 
so, this technique works with practice. Tip the 
rear sight so that it is half way between the large and small aperture 
settings. Using the outside edges of the carrying handle that pro¬ 
tect/adjust the rear sight, look through the handle at the front sight. 
Keep the butt to the shoulder and get a correct cheek weld to make 
sure you have proper alignment of the rifle. The outside edges of the 
rear sight protector serve as the rear sight and the whole front sight 
assembly serves as the front sight. In altered light it is not unusual 
to not be able to see the front sight post, but still be able to see the 
front sight assembly. This works on gross moving targets at shorter 
ranges. It is not for precision shooting. In actual fact you are simply 
looking over the rear sight at the front sight assembly. You maintain 
a proper cheek weld to minimize tipping the front sight so high that 
projectiles go over the top of the threat. Perfect? No. It is, however, 
functional with practice and applied in the correct place it works. 
You can apply the same technique without tipping the rear sight 
after you program yourself to look just above the rear sight while 
finding/focusing on the front sight assembly. 

Tape Dr Paint? 

Using the above technique the rear face of the front sight assem¬ 


bly can be highlighted with paint or white med¬ 
ical tape to help you get a better visual on the 
front sight assembly. This paint/tape adds a great 
deal to the effectiveness of this technique. I try 
to use the top 1/2 to 3/4 of an inch of the white 
front sight. Before the tape/paint concept in one 
particular application in Vietnam there were sev¬ 
eral of those people (NVA) moving laterally 
from left to right across our front at about 15 to 
25 yards. There was a bunch of rifle fire applied, 
both aimed and unaimed without much success. 
In a daylight review it appears that we “killed” 
many trees at the 6- to 10-foot height range from 
ground level. This wasn’t really bad except we 
weren’t trying to hit the trees and the “little” 
people were below the line of fire. Yeah, I know, hand grenades and 
claymores ... learn as you go. We added the tape first and then the 
paint as it stuck better in the unfriendly climate. 

Weapon-Mounted Lighting 

If it has batteries or a bulb, plan on it not working when you need it. 

If you need a flashlight, you had better have two. 

Because of job requirements or your occupation you may have 
to light the threat up to confirm weapons and correct suspects. 
Private sector people need to confirm weapons, be in fear of their 
life (and able to convince the grand jury that they were in fact in fear 
of their life) and be ready to hire a lawyer. 

With that said, we can go on. 

The best AR mounted light I have seen is the Laser Products 
Model 500. I have seen the light bulbs fail in these systems. Then 
again the light bulb in your house doesn’t last forever. The issue is 
not if they don’t work, but what you do if they don’t work. Tools in 
the toolbox, remember. Train to the fact the rifle may work but the 

Continued on page 100 
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Arms Makers for Responsible Citizens 

Sturm, Ruger & Company, Iito v XI Lacey Place, Southport CT 06490- www-ruger-lireanns.com 
Instruction manuals lor all Ruger firearms are available free upon request. Please specify model. 


If a sportsman true yon He 
carefully to me... 


b\ ever, never let your gun 
Point&i he at anyone. 

That it may unloaded he 
Matters not the least to me. 


When a hedg e or fence you cross 
I hough, of time it cause a los# 
From your gun the cartridge take 
Fdr the greater safetys sake. 

If twixt you and neighboring gun 
Bird shall fly Or heast may run 
•Let this maxim ere he thine 
"Follow not across the line." 


Stops and heaters oft unseen 
Lurk behind some Wy screen. 

Calm and steady always he 
“Never shoot where you cant see.* 

You may kill or you may miss 
But at all times think of this: 

“All the pheasants ever hred 
Won't repay for one man dead.” 

Written by Mark Beaufoy of Coombe House , 
Shaftsbury, Dorset, England, in 1902, on 
presenting his eldest son, Henry Mark, with kis 
first gun. Reproduction here by permission of the 
authors granddaughter, Mrs. P.M. Guild. 
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WHO ARE YOU? 


The Encyclopedia of Personal Identification 

by Scott French 

Master snooper Scott French delves into the ever-changing world of personal identity and reveals the tricks and truths of the ID game from both sides of the 
fence. Drawing on insider information from FBI and Customs agents, top graphic artists, offshore attorneys, master thieves and professional sharks, Who Are 
You? describes how people’s identities are stolen and how to prevent it from happening to you. It’s all here: how to make a great ID on a home computer; 
get a driver’s license even if yours is suspended; open a bank account without a Social Security number; set up an untraceable offshore ATM account; acquire 
the best fake ID in the world; recognize whether ah-ID is real; get a second passport; identify phony credit cards; read the hidden information on vehicle tags; 
and much, much more. Complete with sources, Web sites, rules and tips, this fascinating tour through the back doors and alleyways of modern identity will 
change the way you do business and live your life! 81/2x11, softcover, photos, illus., 352 pp. #10011989 $44.95 
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THE QUICK AND DIRTY GUIDE 
TO LEARNING LANGUAGES FAST 
by A.G. Hawke 

Tilts workbook was desgined for peo¬ 
ple who need to team a foreign lan¬ 
guage fast and who don’t want to 
learn complicated grammar rules. The 
author, a Green Beret who is military- 
certified in seven languages, promis¬ 
es that his unique method can help 
anyone become functional in any lan¬ 
guage in seven days and proficient in 
30! This book contains no fluff- it's 
all action. 81/2x11, softcover, 176 pp. 
#10011922 $204)0 


THE BIGGER THEY ARE, 

THE HARDER THEY FALL 
How to Defeat a Larger and 
Stronger Adversary In a 
Street Fight 
by Sammy Franco 
There may come a day when you 
will face an opponent who can 
dominate you through sheer mass 
and strength. Read this book before 
that day comes and be prepared 
mentally and physically for the fight 
of your life. 51/2x8 1/2, softcov¬ 
er. photos, illus., 176 pp. 
#10011948 $20.00 


DITCH MEDICINE: 

THE VIDEO SERIES 
Volume 1: Emergency 
Intravenous Therapy 
with Hugh L Coffee 
Get the knowledge you need to save 
lives in a crisis. Understand the crit¬ 
ical role that intravenous (IV) thera¬ 
py plays in emergency medicine and 
learn every detail of selecting, admin¬ 
istering and troubleshooting IVs. This 
video includes graphic demonstra¬ 
tions on live patients. Color, approx. 
80 min. total, VHS (U.S. format) only. 
#10011781 $59.95 


THE INVISIBLE ADVANTAGE 
A Step-by-Step Guide to Making 
Ghillie Suits and Custom 
Camouflage Accessories 
with Tom Forbes 
For professionals who need the ulti¬ 
mate in camouflage, there is only one 
choice: the ghillie suit. In this unique 
video, craftsman Tom Forbes teaches 
you how to make four different types 
of ghillie suit and a variety of camou¬ 
flage accessories for a fraction of the 
cost of expensive commercial versions. 
Color, approx. 60 min., VHS only. 
#10009959 $2935 


PVC PROJECTS FOR 
THE DUTDOORSMAN 
Building Shelters, Camping 
Gear, Weapons, and More 
Out of PVC Pipe 
by Tom Forbes 

The craftsman behind the ghillie 
suit video The Invisible Advantage 
offers more than 30 projects for 
outdoor gear and weapons made 
from inexpensive PVC pipe, from 
teepees and snowshoes to pugil 
sticks and blowguns. 51/2x81/2, 
softcover. photos, illus., 96 pp. 
#10010411 $14.00 


BYTE ME! 

Hayduke’s Guide to 
Computer-Generated Revenge 
by George Hayduke 

Your enemies will be roadkill on the 
Information Superhighway with this 
hilarious guide from revenge master 
George Hayduke, the man who put 
the URL in HURL! From sneaky 
tricks to major meltdowns, leam 
dozens of ways to turn your mark’s 
own computer, fax machine and 
phone against him! For entertain¬ 
ment purposes only! 51/2x81/2, 
softcover, photos, 160 pp. 
#10011674 $19.95 


STREET SMARTS 


PERSONAL 

SECURITY 


STREET SMARTS, FIREARMS, 
AND PERSONAL SECURITY 
Jim Grover’s Guide to 
Staying Alive and Avoiding 
Crime in the Real World 
Here are the best of Jim Grover’s 
"Personal Security" columns in Guns 
SAmmo covering the entire spec¬ 
trum of crime avoidance and defense. 
Includes gaining street savvy, harden¬ 
ing your home, traveling safely, utiliz¬ 
ing armed and unarmed options and 
training for practical firearm use. 81/2 
xll, softcover, photos, illus., 280 pp. 
#10011328 $35.00 


SECRET SOFTWARE 
Making the Most of 
Computer Resources for 
Data Protection, Information 
Recovery, Forensic Examination, 
Crime investigation, and More 
by Norbert Zaenglein 
Now the secrets of hackers and other 
computer-savvy surfers are out of the 
bag. Whether you want to protect con¬ 
fidential info from prying eyes or you're 
doing the prying, here are the latest 
high-tech tools to get the job done. 5 
1/2x81/2, softcover, Illus., 128 pp. 
#10011682 $20.00 


IDENTITY, PRIVACY, AND 
PERSONAL FREEDOM 
Big Brother vs. the 
New Resistance 
by Sheldon Charrett 
Identity control is a form of tyranny, 
and the author of The Modem 
Identity Changer has new tn'cks to 
help fight it, Learn the latest on 
making slick IDs, obtaining ID docu¬ 
ments under another name and 
using ID tricks to maximize privacy 
in your life, from your mail to your 
job, For academic study only. 8 1/2 
xll, softcover, photos, 240 pp. 
#10010758 $40.00 


HOW TD GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 
by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced inves¬ 
tigative and surveillance tech¬ 
niques. Here are expert ways to 
secretly bug any target! Info on 
lock-pick technology, how poly¬ 
graphs and voice lie detectors can 
be tricked and much more, includ¬ 
ing more than 100 sources for spy 
equipment. 8 1/2x11, softcover, 
illus., 272 pp. 

#10007680 $40.00 


GET EVEN 2 
More Dirty Tricks from 
the Master of Revenge 
by George Hayduke 

Enemies beware! Here’s the outra¬ 
geous sequel to the underground 
best-seller, Get Even, presenting a 
wide range of all-new dirty tricks 
people pull to get even with big 
business bums, footloose spouses, 
lousy landlords and others. For 
entertainment purposes onltf 51/2 
x 81/2, hardcover, 170 pp. 
#10004042 $19.95 


DISK DETECTIVE 
Secrets You Must Know to 
Recover Information 
from a Computer 
by Norbert Zaenglein 
This book is designed to bring the 
secrets of recovering data from a PC, 
floppy disk or backup device to the 
average person, it includes precise 
instructions for recovering info from 
reformatted disks or overwritten 
files, retrieving deleted files, con¬ 
ducting key word searches, locating 
e-mail messages and much more. 5 
1/2 x 81/2, softcover, 112 pp. 
#10009900 $20.00 


THE ULTIMATE SNIPER 
An Advanced Training Manual 
lor Military and Police Snipers 
byMaj. John L Plaster, USAR (Ret) 

This highly readable and extremely 
valuable training book covers the 
practical, field-tested details of 
sniping’s three great skill areas - 
marksmanship, fieldcraft and tac¬ 
tics. Rifles, scopes, ballistics, target 
detection, stalking, hides, cammo, 
countersniping, special ops, police 
vs. military and much more. 81/2 x 
11, softcover, photos, illus. 464 pp. 
#10000248 $42.95 


LEGENDS AND REALITY 
OF THE AK 

A Behind-the-Scenes Look at 
the History, Design, and 
Impact of the Kalashnikov 
Family of Weapons 
by V. Shiiin & C. Cutshaw 
Get an up-close-and-personal look 
at the AK-47, Mikhail Kalashnikov, 
the Izhmash Arms Factory and new 
Russian small arms from the 
perspective of Russian arms 
designer and Kalashnikov associate 
Val Shiiin. 81/2x11, softcover, pho¬ 
tos, 192 pp. 

#10011351 $35.00 


KNIGHTS OF DARKNESS 
Secrets of the World’s 
Deadliest Night Fighters 
by Dr. Haha Lung 

This shocking manual reveals fasci¬ 
nating secrets about the stealth and 
techniques of the moshuh nanren, 
wolfshirts, ninjas, hwarang, Spetsnaz, 
Vietcong, Navy SEALS and other night 
fighters. It includes weapons con¬ 
cealment and usage, perimeter pen¬ 
etration, stalking, sentry removal, 
security systems and much more. For 
academic study only. 51/2x81 % soft- 
cover, illus., 160 pp. 

#10009561 $16.00 


THE ULTIMATE 
RUGER 10/22 MANUAL 
AND USER’S GUIDE 
by Mark White 

Turn your dependable 10/22 into 
the ultimate do-anything rifle by fol¬ 
lowing the simple instructions in 
this book. Includes step-by-step 
directions for improving the trigger, 
action and barrel. And whiie you’re 
at it, add a suppressor that is easy 
to make, practical and legal. 81/2 x 
11, softcover, photos, 112 pp. 
#10011492 $1B.OO 
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U.S. ARMY 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS 
TARGET INTERDICTION COURSE 
Sniper Training 
and Employment 

This is the official manual used by the 
U.S. Army to train snipers in support 
of Special Operations Forces (SOF) 
missions. It covers sniper team selec¬ 
tion, organization and employment; 
equipment requirements; marks¬ 
manship training; field skills; terrain 
considerations; ammunition and more. 
81/2x11, softcover, illus., 560 pp. 
#10010783 $5030 


ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS 
ON WEAPONRY, MILITARY 
SCIENCE; SELF-DEFENSE, 
PERSONAL FREEDOM 
AND RELATED SUBJECTS. 
SEND A COPY OF THE 
MANUSCRIPT TO: 


PALADIN PRESS 

P.O.BOX 1307 
BOULDER, CO 80306 


OR E-MAIL US AT 
editoriai@paladln--press.com 


VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT 
www.patadQh-press.com 




































DEFENSIVE SHOOTING FOR REAL-LIFE ENCOUNTERS 

A Critical Look at Current Training Methods 

by Ralph Mroz 

In this insightful analysis of shooting and fighting instruction, noted firearms expert Ralph Mroz examines the myths and misinformation that plague the gun 
community. From the five deadly training traps to unrealistic training exercises to concealed-carry mistakes, Mroz (Extreme Close-Quarters Shooting video) 
offers solutions to help defensive shooters snap out of their routines and become better and safer with their firearms. Mroz, whose articles have appeared in 
Combat Handguns and Guns magazines, takes a no-nonsense approach to such topics as the need for empty-hands skills, range training vs. real-world train¬ 
ing, the problem of range standards, understanding and developing startle recovery, and the pros and cons of competitive shooting. This book offers today’s 
shooter the practical information he or she needs to stay alive. 51/2x81/2, softcover, photos, iltus., 152 pp. #10011898 $18.00 



DEAD ON 

The Long-Range Marksman's 
Guide to Extreme Accuracy 
by Tony M. Noblitt and 
Warren Gabrilska 

Riflemen wanting to team how to 
make first-round hits at extreme dis¬ 
tances will find this book indispensi- 
ble. Bullet flight, scopes and mounts, 
caliber and cartridge selection, 
mirage, wind values, actions, barrels, 
stocks and much more are included 
in this practical manual. 5 1/2x8 
1/2, softcover, photos, 176 pp. 
#10010106 $22.00 



THE OFFICIAL SDVIET 
MDS1N-NAGANT RIFLE MANUAL 
Translation by 

Maj. James F, Gebhardt (Ret.) 

Fans of the Mosin-Nagant rifle will 
find a wealth of information in this 
Soviet military manual. Procedures 
to safely use and maintain the rifle 
are described in detail. Includes 
data tables on the ballistic perform¬ 
ance of the 148-grain type-1908 
projectile and weight and length of 
various configurations. 8 1/2 x 11, 
softcover, ilius., 112 pp. 
#10011716 $19.00 



THE INTERNATIONAL FUGITIVE 
Secrets of Clandestine 
Travel Overseas 
by Kenn Abaygo 

You can remain secure and anony¬ 
mous in your international journeys. 
Kenn Abaygo tells how to cross bor¬ 
ders overtly and covertly; leave the 
U.S. undetected; travel low-profile in 
Europe, Asia, Africa and the islands; 
live and work overseas; secure for¬ 
eign citizenship; and go deep under¬ 
ground. For academic study only. 5 
1/2x81/2, softcover, photos, 152 pp. 
#10010643 $17X0 



SPECIALTY POLICE MUNITIONS 
The Hottest New Specialty 
Ammunition, Weapons 
Platforms, Devices, and 
Chemical Agents for Real 
World Law Enforcement 
by Tony L Jones 
Get a look at the newest lethal and 
“less lethal" specialty police muni¬ 
tions: electrical stun devices, frangi¬ 
ble rounds, distraction devices, det¬ 
onating tip ammo, chemical agent 
launchers, nontoxic ammo and 
more. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, pho¬ 
tos, 224 pp. 

#10011690 $35.00 
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ADVANCED FUGITIVE 
Running, Hiding, Surviving, 
and Thriving Forever 
by Kenn Abaygo 

In this companion to Fugitive: 
How to Run, Hide, and Survive 

you'll leam the advanced evasion 
techniques successful fugitives 
have used to get gone and stay 
gone for long periods of time - 
perhaps forever - and you’ll bene¬ 
fit from their experience and their 
mistakes. 51/2x81/2, softcover, 
photos, ilius., 144 pp. 

#10008522 $17.00 



THE COMPLETE .50-CALIBER 
SNIPER COURSE 
Hard-Target Interdiction 
by Dean Michaelis 

Nowhere are the big guns covered 
in more detail. Michaelis, a former 
sniping instructor with U.S. Army 
Special Forces, has developed a 
comprehensive course to teach 
every aspect of the sniper's art 
includes the author's exclusive pro¬ 
gram of instruction and details on 
the history, equipment and training 
of hard-target interdiction. 8 1/2 x 
11, softcover, photos, ilius., 576 pp. 
#10011336 $60.00 




INVESTING OFFSHORE 
Secrets of Asset Protection 
by Robert Forbush Sr. 

Put an end to the piracy of your prof¬ 
its by capitalizing on the freedom 
and confidentiality that offshore tax 
havens otter. Author Robert Forbush 
sets up and manages offshore com¬ 
panies for people just like you, and 
here he shares insider tips on decid¬ 
ing how much cash to stow away, 
opening an office, appointing trust¬ 
ed third-party directors to run the 
show and much more. 51/2x81/2, 
softcover, ilius., 104 pp. 
#10011706 $15.00 
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CLOSE COMBAT: 

United States Marine Corps 

This exclusive new manual shows 
the most current close combat 
methods being taught to U.S. 
Marines for use on today’s battle¬ 
fields. It outlines the Marine Corps’ 
latest lethal and nonletha! weapons 
techniques, use of knives and sticks 
and the full spectrum of unarmed 
tactics: strikes, throws, chokes, 
holds and ground fighting. This stuff 
is fast and aggressive. For academ¬ 
ic study only, 81/2x11, softcover, 
photos, ilius,, 116 pp. 

#10011419 $15.00 


WEALTH-BUILDING SECRETS AS 
PRACTICED BY THE WORLD'S 
RICHEST PEOPLE 
What the Kuwaitis Can Teach 
You about Getting Rich—and 
Staying Rich 
by William Beaver 
Do the Kuwaitis have a magic formu¬ 
la for getting rich - besides striking 
oil? No, but they do have four secrets 
that have helped them amass for¬ 
tunes for centuries - long before oil 
was discovered. And their secrets 
will work for you. Guaranteed. 5 1/2 
x 81/2, softcover, photos, 128 pp, 
#10009595 $18.00 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the rarest FMs in the field of 
military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equip¬ 
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite fighting force are covered, as 
are SEAL weapons, communica¬ 
tions, diving, infiltration and exfiltra¬ 
tion, survival and more. 81/2x11, 
softcover, photos, ilius., 240 pp. 
#10001345 $24X5 
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RAGNAR’S GUIDE TO THE 
UNDERGROUND ECONDMY 
by Ragnar Benson 

Flow would you like to get an imme¬ 
diate 40- to 50-percent raise? You 
can if you go underground and stop 
paying taxes. Ragnar shows you how 
others are cashing in on the under¬ 
ground economy. Find out hov to 
pick the right kind of work, get paid in 
cash, advertise your product or serv¬ 
ices and Drepare a financial state¬ 
ment For academic study only. 51/2 
x81/2, softeovef, photos, 160 pp. 
#10010262 $18X0 





RAGNAR’S URBAN SURVIVAL 
A Hard-Times Guide 
to Staying Alive in the City 
by Ragnar Benson 

When the tanks roll in and the power 
goes off, this ultimate city survival 
book may be all that stands between 
your living as a refugee or a survivor. 
Let Ragnar teach you how to find 
water, trap game, avoid troops and 
position your retreat Leam which 
weapons are must-haves, how to 
approach survival nursing care and 
more. 51/2x81/2, softcover, pho¬ 
tos, ilius., 200 pp. 

#10011211 $20.00 
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PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING TITLES: 

RESPONSE CODE: OKS 1 


i 

□ VISA □MASTERCARD □DISCOVER □ CHECK/MONEY ORDER j 

| Card# 


Exp. { 

I Item# 

Item# 


! Item# 

Item# 



P.O. BOX 1307-0KS • BOULDER, CO 80306 • PHONE 303-443-7250 • FAX 303-442-8741 • E-MAIL SERVICE@PALADIN-PRESS.COM 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


How to Beat the Credit Bureaus .... .#10001642 .. .$17.00 

The Tactical Rifle.#10011021 .. .$25.00 

Advanced Ultimate Sniper (video) .. .#10008050 , .$59.95 
Street Stoppers: The Latest Handgun 

Stopping Power Street Results ,. .#10007888 .. .$42.95 
SpyGame: Winning through 

Super Technology. ..... .#10007144 .. .$45.00 

Extreme CQB (video) ..#10010122 .. .$39.95 

Waco: The Rules of Engagement (video) #10009322 .. .$29.95 
Wilderness Wayfinding: How to Survive 

in the Wilderness as You Travel .. .#10001113 .. .$16.00 
U.S. Marines Close-Quarters 

Combat Manual .#10005734 .. .$15.00 
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Greetings And Thanks 

Tomislavgrad 1 Aug 00 

Dear Sir: 

By the end of 1991, the Serb-dominated 
Jugoslav National Army had disarmed the 
Territorial Defense forces in the Republic of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, just as it had pre¬ 
viously done in Croatia. Over one-third of 
Croatia lay under the Serbian yoke and the 
partitioning of Bosnia and it’s forced union 
with Serbia seemed imminent. 


tion to the soldiers of the King Tomislav 
Brigade that they were not forgotten in 
their fight for biological survival. Their 
presence was more of a morale boost than 
any UN resolution to date. 

It is apparent that Col. Robert K. Brown 
understands the simple fact that tyranny can 
only be stopped by the use of force. It took 
the international community countless bro¬ 
ken cease fires, ineffective economic sanc¬ 
tions, unenforceable arms embargoes and 
two hundred thousand dead in Bosnia alone 
to realize this fact. 

From all the members of the King 



Unlike the West’s indecisive diplomats, 
the SOF leadership at the onset of the con¬ 
flict clearly knew who the aggressor was. 
The historical significance of the decision 
to send SOF teams and personnel to 
Bosnia between 1992 and 1995 cannot be 
underestimated. Their arrival pre-dated 
their country’s, and State Department- 
backed Military Stabilization Program, 
whose mission is to train and equip the 
Federation Army of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina by four years. 

The SOF training teams and those who 
fought alongside the Croatian minority in 
Bosnia, brought with them not only 
decades of military expertise, field manu¬ 
als, medical supplies and other badly need¬ 
ed kit. In those dark days of 1992 when lib¬ 
eration was still three years away the 
arrival, of these Americans was confirma¬ 


Tomislav and First Guards Brigades of the 
First Croatian Corps, we wish the Colonel, 
his SOF staff and all those present a memo¬ 
rable anniversary and to their families and 
friends a long and happy journey through 
life. Keep up your fight for the right, the 
light and the historical truth. 

Lieut. Gen. Zeljko Glasnovic 

Brig. Gen. Drazan Mi lie 


Grey Uniforms No Longer Issued 

Believe it or not, I was denied entry into 
the United States Marine Corps because I 
have a Confederate flag tattooed on my 
arm. I have tried to join all the other branch¬ 
es of the Armed Forces, but was also denied 
for the same reason. I am a 26-year-old 


white male, I scored 70 on the ASVAB, and 
did very well on the entry level physical fit¬ 
ness tests (ran 1.5 miles in 9.50, 12 pullups, 
50 situps in 2 minutes). 

Is there any other army in the world, 
besides the French Foreign Legion, that will 
take a young man from another country? 

Leslie J. Nash 


By "any other Army” we assume you 
don’t mean the Confederacy. It would 
appear the department of political correc¬ 
tions has been at work , deciding the Stars 
and Bars represents something bad for 
morale or who-knows-what. Such igno¬ 
rance, or kow-towing to such ignorance , is 
really pitiful , but it’s a reality .; so live with it. 
You might want to consider laser surgery to 
have the tattoo removedand taking up your 
First Amendment rights and expressing 
your affection for Dixie when you get out of 
the service. Or, you might want to consider 
service with the Legion. I doubt if they 
would find any tattoo offensive , but you do 
have to speak French. 


Not Keeping Tabs 



I just wanted to thank 
you, and Jug Burkett 
(author of Stolen Valor). I 
had to run out and buy the 
book, after reading your 
article (“Hunting Phony 
Vets,” November ’98) and 
it really caused me to 
question some people a 
little more. You may find it amusing (or dis¬ 
gusting as I do), but a certain overweight 
braggart in my unit (National Guard) has 
been wearing the SF tab, Pathfinder Badge, 
Master Jump Wings ... and is now headed 
for a reduction board, and discharge. He 
still maintains his innocence among his cir¬ 
cle of friends, using the “Top Secret” 
schooling story as the cover for why he has 
no records — but he has removed all trace 
of the offending patches from his uniform. 
What kind of Green Beret would remove his 
tab just because he was challenged? What 
kind of NCO would lie to his troops (i.e., 
trained with French Foreign Legion, served 
in an SF Group in Germany, but interdicted 
drug smugglers in Bolivia ...)? Thank you 
again for a great mag, and for making peo¬ 
ple open their eyes. 


Guard Specialist 


28 


25th Anniversary Issue • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ^ NOVEMBER 2000 





















TtaeCkMBpaa 
CDP A5 ACP 
has a fouruM* 
band and 
dmtgrip. 


Frances. 


Never compromise on the quality of your 
carry pistol. The new CDP (Custom Defense 
Package) .45 ACP pistols from the 
Kimber Custom Shop combine 
custom features with the three 
most popular carry models 
at a savings of over $500! 
Each CDP features a 
beveling treatment that 
rounds comers, Tritium 
three dot night sights, stainless steel slide 
and small parts, checkered front strap, 
ambidextrous safety, Premium Aluminum 
match grade trigger, hand-checkered double 
diamond rosewood grips and special Custom 
Shop markings. 


Each pistol has a lightweight frame 
machined from solid bar stock of 7075-T7 
aluminum, the hardest and strongest 
available. These frames have been tested to 
20,000 rounds without measurable evidence 
of wear. Also standard are Kimber features 
like match grade barrel and chamber, beveled 
magazine well and high ride 
beavertail grip safety. 

Kimber pistols are made in 
America in our state-of-the-art factory. 

Every one of them has tolerances as 
much as three times tighter them the other 
brands. See the CDP Series pistols at your 
nearest Kimber Master Dealer, because 
there is just no reason to compromise. 


Hie Pro COP 
45 ACP has a 
foor-indi hand 
and standard 
length grip. 
Weight is sail! 
just 28 ounces. 


For complete information on Kimber pistols and rifles please send $2 to Kimber, 

Dept. 458, One Lawton Street, Yonkers, NY, 10705, call (800) 880-2418 or visifwww.kimberamerica.com 


Information and specifications presented are for information only and subject to change without notice. Firearm safety is every gun owner’s responsibility. Use and store all firearms safely. 
Use the included cable lode at afl times when gun isnptLa use. Teach everyone in your home, especially children, proper firearm safety. Copyright 2000, Kimber Mfg., inc. 









Unsurpassed Accuracy 
and Impact! 

• Single shot 

• Ail steel construction 

• 30.4 pounds • 45.5 inch LOA 

• Thumb safety and bolt stop safety 

• Recoil compares to a 12 gauge shotgun 

• 36 inch 1:16 twist heavy barrel with 
compensator 

• 4340 alloy steel bolt (Mil Spec 5000), 
heat treated to 46 R/C 

• 4140 alloy steel receiver, heat 
— Treated to 42 R/C 


Chambers* the SOBMG cartridge! Available In Match or Field Grade 



LUL.R. Manufacturing , Inc . 

4133 West Farm Road 
West Jordan, Utah 84088 
Tel: (801) 280-3505 Fax: (801) 280-1972 
www.largrizziy.com 



SWITCHBLADE - AUTOMATIC KNIFE COLLECTORS! 


“The Automatic Knife Resource Guide and Newsletter* 

Sources for ALL automatic knives! A MUST for ALL switchblade fans. 



•Rare and scarce antiques. 

• American-Italian-German 
• High-Tech production models. 
• Exotic handcrafted customs. 

Check out our WEB SITE: 
“thenewsletter.com” 



•Packed with FIRST-CLASS photo^ 
♦Maintenance & repair tips 
♦Free classified ads 
♦The LATEST trends 
♦Informative articles and features' 

Now in our NINTH YEAR! 

? W 



TO ORDER YOURS, send $10. for a single issue or $30. 

[$38, Foreign] for a one-year (4 issue) subscription to: 

THE NEWSLETTER 

2269 Chestnut St., PMB 212-A 
For 24hr. information call: 415-664-2105 San Francisco, CA 94123, USA 


Bountiful Hunting 

I have been a fan of your magazine for a 
long time, and would like to see more on my 
chosen profession. We are looked down 
upon by the public as some sort of menace 
to society, but that is far from the truth. I’ll 
be the first to admit that there are those out 
there that deserve the reputation that has 
plagued us all, but I have been in this line of 
work for more than five years, have been 
run over, shot at, cut and cursed, but I have 
never treated anyone badly, stuck them in a 
trunk or used excessive force of any kind. 

Most people I have arrested will tell you 
that I treated them in such a manner that 
they almost didn’t believe I am a bounty 
hunter. I would just like to get the word out 
we’re not all “cowboys” looking to kick 
doors and asses. Of course if needed I have 
and will kick doors and fight — I just 
choose the better method by first letting 
them know they’re caught and give them a 
chance to do the right thing and come 
peaceably. 

Bill 

Only one bad apple among a legion of 
good men can create a stench that sticks to 
them all, which is why outfits such as the 
National Association of Bountyhunters that 
seek to upgrade the professionalism of their 
members are worthwhile. Incidentally, the 
NAB is joining forces with SOF’s 25th in a 
combined convention in Las Vegas 11-15 
October this year. You should be there! 


Well, You Asked 

With respect to the 
Elian Gonzales case, let’s 
try a little “thought experi¬ 
ment.” Let’s say that the fed 
had not snatched Elian and 
instead waited until after 
the legal system (whatever 
that means, in this case) had 
worked it all out. Do you 
think that the surrogates, and their supporters, 
would have surrendered him peaceably? 

And let’s try it the opposite way. Let’s 
say that the fed had had custody from the 
get-go (or even, as they did, from the 
snatch) and the decision came down to 
release him to the surrogates. Do you think 
there would have been a problem with that? 

I think the fed’s primary concern, re the 
snatch, was public safety. Don’t you? 

Charles K. Hockett 

Our best guess to your questions, in 
sequence: 

• surrogates, yes; supporters didn’t have 
him to give up 

• problem, yes; non-compliance, no 

• not in the least; at no time did Elian 
pose a threat to “public safety ” — only to 
the prestige of the emperor 



25th Anniversary Issue - SOLDIGR OF FORTUNE ^ NOVGMBGR 2000 


30 



































Take All Your Complicated 
Oriental Martial Arts Systems 
And Throw Them Out The Window ... 

They're All Hopelessly Obsolete! 

Amazing “New” (Re-Discovered) Fighting System Used By The 
Gladiators In Ancient Rome Is Super-Easylo Learn And MEGA-Easy To Use 
— And It Kicks Butt On Every Other Martial Art Ever Created. 

It Even Beats Bruce iee!s Jeet Kune Do ! 

by CHRIS CLUGSTON 

Professional Fighting Champion, Black Belt in 5 Martial Arts, and Bouncer 


It’s true! There’s a fighting system you’ve 
probably never heard about before that actually 
BEATS all the “Oriental” martial arts ever 
developed— hands down ! 

It even beats Bruce Lee’s awesome and well- 
respected “Jeet Kune Do”!!! 

What is it? It’s the “lost” (but recently re¬ 
discovered) fighting style that was used by the 
gladiators of ancient Rome back in the time of 
Julius Caesar! These guys fought to the death 
every day of their lives — so they had to have a 
fighting method that would really work under 
actual “mortal combat” circumstances. And the 
system they developed is unlike anything 
you’ve ever seen or trained in before. And get 
this: It’s known as “Comhrac Bas” — a Gaelic 
term that means... 

“Death Fighting”! 

You won’t believe your eyes when you see 
what you can do with “Comhrac Bas” fighting 
techniques. You can take everything you’ve ever 
learned in the martial arts and throw it out the 
window. Comhrac Bas makes everything else 
OBSOLETE! 

I’M SERIOUS! And I’m not “blowing 
smoke” here! Finally... there’s a fighting 
system that actually DOES what all the other 
systems “claim” they’ll do for you: Make you 
invincible and unbeatable. .. and one of the most 
feared fighters on the planet! 

How Do I Know? 

It’s very simple. My name is Chris Clugston 
and I’m a professional fighter, bouncer, and 
trainer. I’ve been a student of the martial arts 
all my life. In fact, by the time I was 20,1 had 
already earned five black belts in five different 
martial arts. 

I’ve won more national and state-wide 
fighting championships than I can remember. 
But more important, as a full-time bouncer at a 
rough-and-tumble “country” night club in 
Oklahoma, I get in at least three nasty fights 
every weekend. So it’s crucial to my survival 
that I know how to fight and WIN whenever 
I’m faced with a hostile situation! 

Starting many years ago, I was so obsessed 
with finding the absolute best martial art style 
for real-life fighting, that I went to the trouble 


of learning 7 languages and traveling the world 
in search of the “Holy Grail” of fighting styles. 
I even lived with a hyper-secretive “society” of 
fringe-dwelling super-fighters (probably the 
most feared group of “unknowns” in the modem 
world — no one gets in without a personal 
invitation)... and after a life-long search for the 
world’s greatest fighting system, Vve finally 
found it! 

And compared to the Oriental martial arts, 
this one is... 

The Easiest and Most Effective 
Fighting Method Ever ! 

If you’ve been training in the “Oriental” 
martial arts for any length of time, you already 
know what their “root problem” is: They’re very 
complicated and tak q years of painftil effort and 
dedication to master. And even then, they 
require your attacker to also use an Oriental 
martial art (preferably the same one you re 
familiar with) so you can use the moves you’ve 
been practicing! 

Well, in the real world, it just doesn’t 
happen that way! As most Oriental martial arts 
“experts” will tell you (IF they’ve ever been in 
a real life-threatening fight— most have not), 
they simply never got the chance to use all those 
fancy moves they spent so much time learning 
and perfecting in the dojo. 

That’s pathetic! In fact, it’s not uncommon 
for these martial arts “masters” to get the snot 
beat out of them by some crackhead who’s 
trying to rob them for $10! The painftil lesson 
that we all have to admit is simply this: The 
Oriental martial arts (yes, even Bruce Lee’s 
“Jeet Kune Do”) typically DO NOT WORK for 
the average guy in real life! 

What DOES Work? 

Fortunately, after my life-long quest, I 
discovered the fighting system used by the 
revered gladiators of ancient Rome — 
“Comhrac Bas.” It’s a “lost” art that hasn’t 
been seen or used for thousands of years. 

I was simply astonished when I realized what I 
had discovered. Immediately, my training partners 
and I “put to use” the moves and techniques that 
we discovered. We were blown away by how 
powerful and how simple they were! 

www.threatresponse.com 


And I guarantee it — you ’ll be blown away 
too when you watch my new video! I describe in 
detail how to perform each and every move (and 
the principles behind them) that the gladiators 
used every day in the life-and-death struggles 
they engaged in for Caesar’s entertainment! 
Takes 3 DAYS To Learn It, 

NOT 3 Years ! 

What makes Comhrac Bas so unique? It’s 
simple: It’s based on REALITY, not fantasy! 
It uses only what really works in real fights— 
and it stops there! It doesn’t even pretend to 
get fancy or sophisticated! 

As a result, it doesn’t lend itself to having 
“schools” or “degrees” or “belts” or any of that 
other stuff that drives the martial arts industry. 
It can be learned in 3 DAYS, not 3 years. So 
obviously, no one is going to get rich teaching 
it like they do with the Oriental martial arts — 
where you end up paying thousands of dollars 
to some “master” and you have to be his 
“student” for life! 

I know I’m stepping on a lot of toes here 
by saying all this, but I don’t care! I’m only 
concerned with teaching people what really 
works in real life. Nothing else! And I predict 
that “Comhrac Bas” will soon take the martial 
arts world by storm. In fact, be prepared to have 
all your pre-conceptions (and mis-conceptions) 
about fighting surgically removed when you 
watch my new 2-part training video on this 
amazing system. Comhrac Bas is so unique that 
not even the Oriental martial arts masters have 
a clue as to how it works or how to defend 
against it! 

It’s a “cut-the-crap,” down-and-dirty fighting 
method designed to defeat your opponent in the 
easiest way possible —even under the worst 
conditions imaginable, such as when you’re 
attacked by surprise by multiple opponents! 
Learn How To DEFEAT 
“Multiple” Attackers! 

If you know anything about the way most 
street scum operate these days, they almost 
never attack you one-on-one. It’s always 2-on- 
1 or 3-on-l. Basically they’re cowards, and 
they don’t like to take chances. They know it’s 
best to keep the odds in their favor as they 


beat the crap out of you! 

Logically, if you don’t know how to defend 
yourself against a surprise “multiple” attack— 
or if you’ve been practicing those complicated 
moves that require your opponent to cooperate 
with you... and give you slow motion punches 
or just stand there as dumb as dirt while you go 
through your intricate maneuvers—well, I’m 
sorry to say it, but you’re in BIG TROUBLE 
if you ever get attacked for real by two or more 
thugs who are hell-bent on doing you serious 
bodily harm and taking everything you’ve got... 
including, perhaps, your life! 

Listen: Comhrac Bas is designed for exactly 
this kind of “worst case” scenario—because 
that’s what the gladiators faced every day! It’s 
not for “sport.” It’s not for show. It’s for survival 
and victory... plain and simple. 

In fact, if you’re not serious about learning 
what it takes to really survive and WIN a hostile 
street attack, then don’t bother reading any 
further. Comhrac Bas is not for you! 

But if you want more than just “sport” or 
“art” from your fighting system, then I strongly 
urge you to get my new video tapes right away 
and immerse yourself in Comhrac Bas. It’s 
going to change your life! 

Forget Everything You Thought 
You Knew About Fighting! 

Comhrac Bas is truly “revolutionary.” You’ll 
see what I mean the moment you pop the first 
tape into your VCR. 

No longer will you be wasting your time with 
those Oriental martial arts that have you 
endlessly kicking the air, throwing slow-motion 
punches at your opponent, wearing silly 
pajamas—and wondering deep down if that 
stuff would really work in real life. 

I have news for you. No, it won’t work in 
real life. And yes, you ARE wasting your time! 

But Comhrac Bas will put an end to all that 
nonsense. And once you learn how to use it 
(again, it takes just 3 days to learn), YOU will 
put an end to any fight or hostile confrontation 
you ever encounter for the rest of your life— 


Card 

Exp. Date: 
Signature: 


bar none! 

You Can Trust Your Life To It! 

If you’re tired of wasting your time (and pissed 
off that all the stuff you’ve worked so hard to 
learn won’t matter a fat rat’s ass in a real fight), 
get your hands on my Comhrac Bas tapes today. 
Here’s What You Get 

TWO professionally-recorded, high-quality 
tapes that total nearly 3 hours of instruction 
time. The first tape gives you all the basics and 
transforms your mindset so you can switch from 
the Oriental fighting style to the Roman 
gladiator style. 

The second tape takes you to a hyper- 
advanced level of skills and effectiveness unlike 

“It’s a ‘cut-the-crap,’ down-and- 
dirty fighting method designed to 
defeat your opponents in the 
easiest way possible!” 

anything you’ve ever seen. You’ll be able to 
defeat guys who are twice your size and strung 
out on PCP. It won’t matter—once you know 
how to use Comhrac Bas. 

Comhrac Bas Works. 

You Can Trust Your Life To It. 

As a professional fighter and full-time 
bouncer, I wouldn’t be here today if Comhrac 
Bas didn’t work. And I wouldn’t use it if it didn’t 
work. I mean it! My life depends on it! 

But to show you how confident I am that 
Comhrac Bas will change your life and the way 
you look at the martial arts, I’ll give you an 
unconditional 100% Money-Back Guarantee 
when you purchase my new video tape set. If 
you don’t like it, you don’t pay! 

Plus, I’m also going to give you—as a Soldier 
of Fortune reader—a special discount that will 
never be repeated again! 

Normally, my Comhrac Bas tapes sell for $99 
for the 2-tape set (a fraction of what you’d pay 
for 3 hours of training with me). But now—for a 
limited time only—as a Soldier of Fortune 


Name: _ 
Address: 


reader, you can order your very own set to watch 
in the privacy of your home... 

For Only $69! 

YOU SAVE $30!!! 

This is an incredible savings designed to help 
overcome your skepticism. I want you to place 
your order for my Comhrac Bas tapes RIGHT 
NOW and start seeing what the martial arts 
world has been missing for the past 2,000 
years—then decide for yourself! 

Order Now! 

It’s easy to order. All you have to do is pick 
up the phone and call this TOLL-FREE 
number at any time of the day or night: 

1 - 800 - 899-8153 

Ask for Dept. CB-57. Have your credit 
card handy. Call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week! 

Or, if you prefer, simply fill out the Priority 
Rush Order Form at left and mail it with your 
check, money order, or credit card info. 
Remember: You’re covered by my 90-Day 
Money-Back Guarantee. You have nothing to 
lose, and a lot to gain by watching these tapes 
and trying Comhrac Bas. 

Then get ready to KICK... SOME... ASS! 

Listen To What These Experts Say 
About “Comhrac Bas” 

“Comhrac Bas is more devastating than anything I’ve ever 
learned in 10 years of intense military action (Falklands 
War, terrorists in Northern Ireland, SWAT training, etc.). 
It’s so easy and simple, anyone can master it quickly. It’s 
the real thing!” 

Dave Smith, Tactical Firearms Instructor, former 
Corporal in Royal British Army 
“As a private investigator who has to serve summons on 
very angry people late at night, Comhrac Bas gives me a 
definite advantage in real situations. It’s practical, easy to 
learn, and it works. I’ve used it to defeat violent criminals 
and to defuse dangerous situations. This is something you 
can rely on with confidence.” 

Roy Allen, Private Investigator • Oklahoma 
“I went to see some good friends who work as undercover 
agents for the DEA and the Fugitive Task Force. They asked 
me to share your Comhrac Bas training with them, and they 
were amazed at its simplicity and effectiveness. I usually 
don’t trust anyone, but you earned my trust. Thank you!” 

Bruce Dudas • Ohio 
“I’ve been in martial arts for 28 years. I must confess I 
was quite apprehensive about ordering your tapes. I 
suspected they would just be someone selling yet another 
martial arts system. Well, I was wrong! Never did I expect 
something so simple and practical that could be learned 
from video tapes without years of training in complicated 
moves! Chris Clugston is exactly what he claims, and he 
goes beyond Bruce Lee in perfecting a fighting style 
needed in today’s society.” 

Donald Autry • New Jersey 
“There is no way to defend against these moves! They’re 
simple, yet devastating beyond belief. I’ve only been 
practicing Comhrac Bas a short time, but I’ve already used 
it successfully in the field. It works /” 

Greg Brittan • Texas 
“This is exactly what I’ve been looking for—a practical 
system that would work in the street. I now have more 
confidence in my ability to handle a confrontation than 
I got from 6 years of formal martial arts training. ...it’s 
so simple and allows you to control any situation.” 

M. John Andrews • Utah 
“You are real. Everyone else is living in a fantasy world! 
My fear is gone! You’ve destroyed it. I’ve spent thousands 
of dollars learning various martial arts, but your training 
replaces and blows away years of idiotic “trial and error” 
training. I can’t thank you enough for what you’ve done 
for me.” 

Andy McMillen • Pennsylvania 


City:_ 

Phone: (_) _ State:_ZIP: _ 

Mail to: 0TS • 606 E. Acequia, Dept. CB-57 • Visalia, CA 93292 

*CA&VA residents add appropriate sales tax. RUSH shipping available for additional charges of $10 lor "2-day' and $15 for'Overnight" shipping. 
Foreign orders may require additional shipping charge. Call (559) 732-5317 for more information. 


Clip and mail this form TODAY and SAVE $30! 

| RUSH DISCOUNT ORDER FORM for SOLDIER OF FORTUNE readere ONLY! | 

■ For Fastest Service, ■ 

Call TOLL-FREE 1-800-899-8153 Dept. CB-57 

[ Call 24 hrs, 7 days/week. Or FAX to (559) 732-5537 [ 

j □ YES, Chris! want to learn the devastating, super-simple fighting system used by the ancient Roman Gladi- ■ 

* ators for unarmed mortal combat! Please send me your mind-blowing 2-tape set on “Comhrac Bas” and let me in on * 
| this “lost" art that blows away all the complicated Oriental martial arts systems! But if I don’t feel “Comhrac B£s” is | 

■ everything you say it is and more . I have a full 90 days to return the tapes and get a complete, no-hassle refund of every ■ 

• penny I paid. On that RISK-FREE basis, how can I resist? Here is my order and how I want to pay: « 

■ □ Send me the "Comhrac Bas" videos— normally $99; MY PRICE: JUST $69! i Save $30 ! J 

I □ Enclosed is my check or money order (Makepayable to OTS) in the amount of $69 + $5 s&h ( Total: $74* ). I 
| □ I prefer to pay with my credit card. Please charge my: □ VISA □ MC □ AmEx □ Discover for $74.00. | 


www.threatresponse.com 






Yugolbgs 

I have 5,000 Yugoslavian soldier’s uni¬ 
forms in plastic bags. Brand new, never 
worn, with the ranking insignia etc. on them. 
They’re gray camouflage and winter weight 
Looking for a buyer for the whole lot. 

Mike Mneimneh 

m.mneimneh@cais.com 

Don't know how much market there 
would be for those! Why not try and see if 
some Hollywood costumer could use them 
for a future movie. Or, if you have a bill of 
sale for them, you might find a market in 
Belgrade ... Or (see “Bulletin Board ” this 
issue) you might be able to sell them to the 
Air Force as “captured war souvenirs. ” 


More Blatant Dem Bashing 

I am sure everyone agrees that the 
Democratic National Committee has taken 
the high moral ground since they refused 
money from big tobacco, but isn’t 
Presidential candidate Algore a third-gener¬ 
ation tobacco farmer? 

They also refused to take money from 
gun manufacturers or the NRA but if 1996 
is any indicator, they will take money from 
the Red Chinese Army! 

They won’t take money from guns or 
tobacco, both legal products, but they will 
take money from a communist regime that 
murders its prisoners to sell their organs to 
the highest bidder! 

From Rosie to Dianne Feinstcin, from 
Algore to our “hapless boy president,” 
hypocrisy thy name is Democrat! 

Michael A. Pacer 

Glendora, California 


Local Satisfaction 

I just wanted to tell everyone involved 
with SOF and its related works, job well 
done! As an enlisted military man, an auxil¬ 
iary sheriff’s deputy, a true and proud 
American, and an avid SOF reader, I always 
anticipate the next issue and believe that the 
people responsible for all aspects of its pub¬ 
lication deserve the greatest respect and 
applause for their efforts. 

Derick Hicks 


International Satisfaction 

I just wanted to share with you my com¬ 
plete satisfaction with the international 
exposure our Israel Shooting Tour has 
obtained as a result of our advertising in 
your magazine. I understood Soldier of 
Fortune magazine had a considerable fol¬ 
lowing worldwide, but I continue to be sim¬ 
ply “blown-away” by the ever-growing list 




TEINER MILITARY/ MARINE 


Battle Tested & Ready For Action. 

They've stood up to some of the toughest conditions in 
the world. That's what makes these rugged, lightweight 
Steiner binoculars the free world's leading military ^ 
binoculars. So whatever action you have in 
mind-whatever environment you challenge— 

Steiner stands ready with optics that deliver 
sharp, crisp images with German precision. 

The Steiner Sx 30 Military/Marino. Once focused, st't 
sharp from 20 yards out for fast recognition of your 
target Also available in 6x 30, 7x 50, 

9x40 and 10 x 50 models. 

Pioneer Research 

97 Foster Rd., Moorestown, NJ 08057-1118 
(856)866-9191, (800)257-7742. Fax: (856) 866-8615 

Sleiner Optik Canada, Inc, 

52 Chatham St., West, Suite 300, 

Windsor, Ontario N9A 5M6 Canada (519)258-7263 

STEINERS 

GERMANY 

www.stei ner-b i n o 
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Congratulations to 
Soldier of Fortune on 
your 25th Anniversary! 


An All American Tradition... 

An All American Rifle! 


ArmaLite® 

AR-15® 

Circa 1958 

AR-15* is a registered 
trademark of Colt® 


We offer a complete line of 223, .243 and .308 caliber rifles & carbines, plus the 
innovative AR-SO™ .SO caliber rifle - All American made and backed by our lifetime 
warranty - and a great selection of options, upgrades, parts and accessories . Visit our 0 ^ r e r j^ e l ^ th 
website at www.armalite.com, or send $2.00 or your FFL for our complete catalog: Black Hills Ammo! 






ArmaLite 
M15A2™ 
National 
Match Rifle 

Circa 2000 


ARMALITE * INC. • P.O. BOX 299 • GENESEO, IL 61254 
309-944-6939 • FAX: 309-944-6949 • www.armalite.com 



D2Extreme 

New D2 Tool 
Steel Blades 
for Maximum 
Toughness 
and Edge 
Retention. 


Overall 

Length 


Blades are laser cut 
from D2 tool $ted _ 
bar stock 


Heat treated 
to HRC 59-60 


Deep Frozen 
to 120°F 


New 

KA-BAR/Eagle 

Sheath! 

Tough, Quiet, Safe 
& Versatile. 

• Ballistic Nylon 

• Molded Blade Insert 
Large Utility Pouch 

Multiple 
Tie-downs 
• Velcro lined 
Belt loop 


KA-BAR Knives, Inc 

An ALCAS Company 

1125 East State Street ■ Olean, New York 14760 


Ph: 1-800-282-0130 • Fx: 716-373-6245 • E-Mail: info@ka-bar.com • www.ka-bar.com 


KA-BAR was there 


of countries from which I receive requests 
from your readers for my tour brochure. 

I received many requests for information 
from within the United States, and by e-mail 
and facsimile I also heard from your readers 
in countries as diverse as Albania, Argentina, 
Australia, Bahrain, Brazil, Canada, England, 
France, Germany, Guatemala, Hong Kong, 
Malta, Netherlands, Portugal, Qatar, Russia, 
and Singapore. This list, which is partial, con¬ 
tinues to expand. Even though my last adver¬ 
tisement was in the September ’99 issue, I 
still hear from your readers. For example, my 
most recent request for a brochure came just 
last week, by facsimile, from a fellow in Dar 
Es Salaam, Tanzania, East Africa. 

As far as reaching the international audi¬ 
ence to whom I wanted to introduce my 
Israeli Tours, SOF more than surpassed my 
expectations. I would highly recommend it 
to anyone needing to reach an international 
readership in shooting, arms, ammunition 
and related gear. 

Howard (Hanan) Linett, 

Israel Action Shooting Tours 



A quick question from Switzerland: 
What’s the thinking behind holding a hand¬ 
gun in a 90-degree angle (ejection port 
down) while shooting (as seen here in 
Europe on countless U.S. TV shows lately). 

Thomas Raymann 

Switzerland 

The thinking is, at least among some 
directors, that it looks cool. A few years ago, 
every ignoramus on the screen was holding 
the gun in a “cup and saucer ” grip. Unless 
you have a broken ejector or some grotesque 
orthopedic condition, this writer sees no 
practical use to holding a pistol with the ejec¬ 
tion port down. Fire a few strings yourself 
and see what you think. It has been offered 
that since most errors in alignment are up 
and down as opposed side to side, such a 
weird grip helps get the elevation right. This 
writer does not think that is the case. A 
Libertarian when it comes to shooting tech¬ 
nique, this writer thinks you should do what¬ 
ever works for you. But I don’t think holding 
the pistol 90-degrees off — which automati¬ 
cally precludes effective use of the sights —- is 
more than a celluloid affectation, and an invi¬ 
tation to Carpal Tunnel Syndrome. 


Biff! Wham! Pow! 

I would like to take this time to address 
my ongoing displeasure with your magazine, 
for which I have a subscription ... The main 
point I would like to make is that your maga¬ 
zine has become a tool of the NRA. and the 
Republican Party rather than an informative 
magazine that is open to all people. I don’t 
remember your magazine in the 1980s con¬ 
stantly referring to the NRA, the GOP and a 
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bunch of other right-wing crap. I consider 
myself a conservative person but your maga¬ 
zine is now some political propaganda ma¬ 
chine that is turning off everyone ... I never 
remember your mission statement being 
about politics. 

How about a little positive attitude in 
your magazine, too. In your most recent 
[issue] every article was a bunch of pes¬ 
simistic bitching. Your writers seem like a 
bunch of whiny old dinosaurs who are sit¬ 
ting around complaining about the good old 
days and poor little them. It seems you want 
some bleeding hearts to care about you. 

Some tough guys you are. Your maga¬ 
zine used to be positive and make you proud 
of your country, your military, and your vet¬ 
erans. Now you got people like Mr. 
Hackworth who consistently complain 
about everything ... 

I was also wondering why it is necessary 
for your boss, Mr. Brown, to have his pic¬ 
ture plastered on everything in your maga¬ 
zine. Sounds like you got a real prima 
donna, self-promoting king in charge. 
Maybe when it isn’t the 25th anniversary 
next year we can stop seeing his portrait. 
Thank you for your time and I look forward 
to a response. 

Scott Hinz 

Monona, Wisconsin 

Thanks for your candor Our mission 
statement has always been to do whatever 
we can to defy the enemies of liberty. The 
lynch-pin right in this country that defends 
our liberties is the Second Amendment: The 
primary force that defends this right today 
is the NRA. And if you think we’ve gotten 
too “Republican, ” be advised that our pub¬ 
lisher and owner Bob Brown is a registered 
Democrat. Bring back Harry Truman and 
well put him on the cover In the meantime, 
we ’d be remiss in our job if we didn't deal 
with the abuses of government, which, like it 
or not, have been mostly “democratic” in 
the last decade. As for using our company 
icon as an icon, well, that's too bad. We'd 
like him to be better-looking, too: But we 
don't throw away dollar bills just because 
Washington's teeth didn't fit. 


Argentina Calling 



My colonel, your 
magazine is the best in the 
world. I am an ex-soldier, 
hunter and shooter from 
Argentina. Here we are 
fighting for the right to 
keep and bear arms too. 
We are millions of shoot¬ 
ers, but we are not so unit¬ 
ed as you are. Congratulations to P. Kokalis, 
10 points to his article on Vector rifles. 
Please publish my name and e-mail dos 
patria omuerte special forces lema. 


Pablo Pozzi 

fpozzi@sf.cordoba.ar ^ 




SmsBEa. 


Send 
1.00 For 
Complete 
Planet Ammo 
Exotic Catalog 

Send $6.98 For 

“LIVE ACTION’’ 

Planet Ammo Video 

mmnimmms!' 


PACK 


One Pack Each Of Our Most 
Popular PYROTECHNIC Products 

12 Ga. DRAGON’S BREATH 

Three Second Rama Thrower - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. BIRD BOMBS 

Shoots an M-80 Bomb 90+ Yards - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. COMET TRACER SLUG 

Bnght Long Buming/N on-Corrosive • 3/Pak 

12 Ga. FLASH BOMBS 

Bird Bomb with Firework Display - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. FIRE SIREN 

ItO Yard Ear Piercing Whistler - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. NAPALM INCENDIARY 

Sparks Buret On Impact Then Bums - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. POWER BLANKS 

120 Decibel Concussion - 6/Pak 

12 Ga. SUPER FLARES 

Bnght Red Signal Over 400 Feet - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. SMOKE BOMBS 

Hundreds Of Cubic Feet Of Thick Smoke - 3/Pak 

.22LR TRACER ROUNDS 

Non-Corrosive Bnght Trace 100+ Yards - 10/Pak 

ARTILLERY SMOKE BOMBS 

Thick GRAY Smoke - Boms for 3 Min. - 6/Pak 

MUSTARD SMOKE BOMBS 

Thick YELLOW Smoke - Bums for 3 Mm. - 6/Pak 

EXPLODING TARGETS 

2x2 Square - Detonates Like A Cannon - 8/Pak 


517 Concord Drive 
Seneca, S.C. 29S72 


SPECIAL PACKAGE PRICE 

$ 125.00 

SA VE $22.69! 


POWER 

PACK 

One Pack Each Of Our Most 
Popular HIGH POWER Products 

12 Ga. BOLO 

Two Lead Slugs Connected ty 5- Steel Wire - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. BOUNCER 

Two Large Zytel Balls/Non-Leihal - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. CHAIN REACTION 

Six Inch Steel Chain/Expands Strike Area - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. DETONATOR 

Loadable Exploding Tip Hollow Core Slug - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. DOOR BUSTER 

Impact DlBinlegratina Lead Shot Slug 3/Pak 

12 Ga. DOUBLE TROUBLE 

Two Slugs with One Shot - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. FLECHETTE 

Multiple Steel Darts for Trauma Effect - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. HAMMER 

Lead Bean Bag Round For Non-Lethal Use - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. MINI MISSILE 

Steel Core Slug For Super Penetration - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. PITBULL 

Super POWERFUL Slug & Six 00-Buck Pellets - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. STINGER 

Sixteen 00-Plastic Pellets Pepper Objective - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. SHREDDER 

Multiple Steel Tacks Shrec Like A Razor - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. TERMINATOR 

Tiny Shot Core Slug Creates Huge Expansion - 3/Pak 


INCLUDES 

SHIPPING 


SPECIAL PACKAGE PRICE 

$ 100.00 

SAVE $1 S.69! 


37mm THUMPER'Grenade Launcher 

37mm Cartridges 


6061-T651 extruded aluminum barrel. 
Overall Isnglh Is 27-1/2 inches. 

Sleet parts and ateel receiver. 

Weight it S-1/2 Iba. 

"Th'm'p* " when 

find, hence the 
name/ 


Single Action 
Hammer Fired 
Break-Open 


37mm BIRD BUSTERS 

*69.98/Box 

37mm SUPER FLARES 
$59.98/Box 

37mm SMOKE BOMB 

$G9.98/Box 

BUY ANY FOUR BOXES 

SAVE $10.00! 


- fO ftownts Per Pack - 

.380 AGP • 9mm • .38 Spl 
.357 Magnum • .44 Magnum 
.45 ACP • .30 Carbine 
.223 Cal. • 7.62 x 39mm 
.308 NATO • .30-06 


SAVE! Any RL 


PACBCB ffpy $A5.oo 
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Duane Dieter CQD SpecOps Meal Folder 

The “beauty of functional design” acknowledges the fact that a 
maturely engineered design which functions well, invariably will 
also look good. Of course, this applies only to what man has 
wrought, not any particular body part, and we should acknowledge 
that in manufactured objects the inverse is not necessarily true. For 
instance, there are many knives on the market — as designed for 
Hollywood or the inexperienced user — that look gorgeous or effec¬ 
tive, but whose “design” features only hamper practical use. As in, 
complications added for an esthetic, with no useful purpose, which 
get in the way of the functional features. 

Having pontificated on that point, let’s sort out the difference 
between simple and simple-minded. A device comprising a “com¬ 
plex” assemblage of simple components or features, if adroitly engi¬ 
neered by a savvy man who knows from experience what is impor¬ 
tant, can remain simple to use. If cleverly combined, the various fea¬ 
tures and the overall demeanor of the implement can be kept facile. 
Simple (not simplistic) is best, because when the adrenaline flows 
only the simple features will be used. When the heat is on, bells and 
whistles sometimes just get in the way. 

The difference between cumbersome bells and whistles and use¬ 
ful options usually lies in the talent — and experience — of the 
designer. 

Which brings us to one of the most well-conceived multi-featured 
duty knives we have yet seen, the Duane Dieter Close Quarters 
Defense SpecOps Tactical Folder. Truly a masterwork of design, the 
Dieter QCD is essentially a basic folder, but with nuances of engi¬ 
neering that make every familiar feature perform to the max ; while 
never getting in the way of another function. Every feature and the 
manner in which it has been wrought is useful: Some features are seen 
on no other knife, and on no other knife we have seen are any of the 
individual features better executed. The overall result is called by its 
maker “the most advanced tactical folder of all time.” It may well be. 
For certain, it will become a benchmark in duty cutlery engineering. 

The numerous features, and the way they work in concert with 


the other features, are too numerous to detail in a short review (we 
suggest you write for their brochure on this knife: They are justifi¬ 
ably proud of this new implement, and not bashful about extolling its 
virtues). 

Genuinely ambidextrous and readily moveable, the sturdy spring 
clip that secures the knife to LBE or wherever the mission requires 
can be mounted on either side of the grips. The grips themselves are 
shaped with a prominent swell forward, which serves as an effective 
hilt, and a unique feature which illustrates how well thought-out this 
tool is, are the side hilts forward on either grip that come into play 
when the blade is used in a horizontal attitude, as it is on many tac¬ 
tical moves. If anyone has ever addressed this before, we missed it! 

The ergonomics of grip are further enhanced with two “Wing 
Walk” sharply textured inserts on each side of the grip, and precise¬ 
ly cut-through diagonal grooves in the middle of those CNC-milled 
aluminum grips. These cutouts serve also to expedite cleaning, espe¬ 
cially if you happen to be working in the surf or on the bottom where 
sand drifts into everything. Of further interest to those working 
under water or in the air is the lanyard hole in the butt, and the “sup¬ 
port blade” built into a notch just forward of the extended pommel, 
which serves to cut shroud lines, seat belts, commo wire, fabric, etc. 
The broad grip has faux finger grooves on the underside, so the oper¬ 
ator’s tactile senses let him know the attitude of the blade in his 
hand, important in low-visibility or when an operator doesn’t take 
his eyes off the target/workpiece. 

The polymer-coated blade jumps from the grip with a forward 
nudge to the ambidextrous thumbstud and a flick of the wrist, lock¬ 
ing securely (there is also a secondary safety lock), and is readily 
retracted by pushing a button. Automatic versions are available for 
appropriate professionals. 

The broadening, spear-point bade is almost cuneiform, wide at 
the base in relation to its length for strength all the way forward. The 
rear spine is grooved as an aid to retracting the knife from the work- 
piece. The blade is available double-edged to law-enforcement pro¬ 
fessionals, or false-edged. The face of the blade may be had plain or 
serrated to suit your duties. It comes out of the box very sharp, with 
blade and grip polymer coated to obviate reflected light. Blade ten- 
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Dehydration is the #1 factor of heat stress. 
You've felt the effects of not having enough 
water; thirst, headache, fatigue, loss of 
endurance. The Hands-free CamelBak 
Hydration System is the best way to stay 
hydrated. It lets you drink while on the move 
and carry enough water. With water capaci¬ 
ties to 100 oz./3 liters, and cargo space up to 
1900 cubic inches, there is a CamelBak 
Hydration System for all missions. 



The new 2000 Maximum™ Gear hydration line 
has been completely redesigned with rugged 
1000D nylon, heavy duty zippers, double- 
stitched seams, drag handles, upgraded har¬ 
nesses and construction to withstand the rig¬ 
ors of combat. The new 100 oz. Storm™ fits 
into packs and is standard issue with the new 
MOLLE system. The low profile 72 oz. 
Stealth™ fits under gear and is great for oper¬ 
ating in cramped spaces. The full featured 




100 oz. Motherlode™ is designed for multi¬ 
day tactical missions. CamelBak has the best 
hydration components in the business. 
CamelBak’s rugged, collapsible polyurethane 
reservoirs feature new Screw Cap closures 
for leakproof performance. The Big Bite™ 
Valve offers double the flow of the previous 
design, and is now positioned for easier use 
with the new Ergo Angle™. For more info, Call 



M.ll.L.E.™ '^Storm™ 


CameMf . H^b(b or Dw*. ThecTW&W* are .ugoterBd fabemarts of CaneSaWFasfcat Lie KA.W.G.", U.U.LE.’*, P*Taan", fry)’* Angie, Bq B* 1 * Ssafin* ano Storm' are ttdsmaits ot CwobB*. tre C 2000 Pymmcrt North America ta Came* kworpotateJ. t* rights rwrvwl 



1-800-767-5725 
www.camelbak.com. fr" 
military-sales@caTnelbak.com 


1310 Redwood Way, Ste. 200 
Petaluma, CA 94054 USA' 
^aic: 707-565-9231 
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PreBan All Metal Blue Steel 
High Capacity Pistol Magazines 

Description Item Number 

, Beretta 92, S or SB 9mm 15 Round ......_MAG-141 . 

I Beretta and Taurus 9mm 20 Round ..MAG-145 

Browning Hi-Power 9mm 13 Round.MAG-203 

Browning Hi-Power 9mm 30 Round ..MAG-206 

Ruger P-85 and P-8915 Round .MAG-425 

Ruger P-85 and P-89 9mm 20 Round.MAG-429 . 

Ruger P-85 and P-89 9mm 30 Round.MAG-428 . 

Sig-Sauer P226 30 Round ..MAG-463 .. 

S&W 59 Series, 9mm 20 Rd. Fits Marlin Camp Carbine. MAG-643 .. 
S&W 59 Series, 9mm 30 Rd. Fits Marlin Camp Carbine MAG-639 . 
Taurus 92 9mm 15 Round.MAG-701 , 


America's Leading 
Sporting Goods 
Discounter 


Sellier& Bel lot 
.223Ammo 

Nato Ml93 55 grain, FMJ. 
Brass case, boxer primed. 
20 Round box. AMM-229 

*3.49 


PreBan All Metal Blue Steel 
High Capacity Rifle Magazines 

Description Item Number Price 

AR-15 or M-16.223 20 Round...,.MAG-062.$12.97 

AR-15 or M-16.223 30 Round.MAG-070.$13.97 

AR-15 or M-16.223 40 Round.MAG-080.$13.97 

AR-15 Orlite 30 Round.MAG-790 .$24.97 

(Dobs network in Bushmasters) 

H&K M-91.308 30 Round.MAG-307.$17.97 

Mini-14.223 20 Round.MAG-387.$13.49 

Mini-14.223 30 Round.MAG-392.$14.97 

Mini-14.223 40 Round.MAG-395.$19.97 

Mini-30 7.62x39 20 Round.MAG-400.$10.97 

Mini-30 7.62x39 30 Round__MAG-405__ $14.97 

M-14 MIA .308 20 Round.MAG-355.$17.97 

M-14 MIA .308 30 Round.MAG-358.$14.97 


t Sellier & 

1 Bellot 
.45 Auto 

230gr, FMJ Boxer 
primed, brass case. 
50 Round Box 
amm-507...*8.79 

r Sellier & 
Bellot 9mm 
Auto 

Full Metal Jacket 
115gr 

i 50 Round Box 

t AMM-422... s 6.59 


AR-15 Mags Item Number 

.223 30 Round Orlite_MAG-790. 

(Does not work in Bushmaslers) 

.223 30 Round Orlite Israeli.MAG-105. 

.223 30 Rd. Aluminum, USA....MAG-EXC60A 

.223 20 Round__MAG-062. 

.223 30-Round..MAG-070. 

.223 40-Round_MAG-080. 




Hearing 

Protector 

PLT-145 

*8.97 /A 


Sellier & Bellot 
AO S&W 

ft Full Metal Jacket 180gr 
50 Round Box 
AMM-555... *7.97 


30 Caliber Ammo Can 

Used, Good condition. 0D Green 
color with small dents, ttvfi mnrks 
, a nr? scratches. ZAA-098... *3.99, 


TS300 Talk About 
„ Radio Features 14 
H channels with 38 
interference 
i eliminator codes 
j , , and a three setting 
I scramble. Ten 
. * / channel weather 
JL radio, audible call 
alert and vibrator, 

W keypad lock, 

I 1 stopwatch with timer, 
r f clock with alarm, and 
4 removable swivel belt 
r clip. Uses AA batteries 
and includes Motorola's 
I one year warranty. 

I Blue 

I TALK-6300... $99.97 each 

Black 

TALK-6301... $99.97 each 


BSA Red Dot Scope This light 

jp. weight scope is great for 
-jjk all types of shooting f 
with rifle, handgun, j 
A shotgun or bow. | 
PW Simple to use, push It 
I 9gjj| LJ the re d button to turn i~ 

wmjJSM on the small bright red 
dot (4M0A)and adjust 
f the brightness to fit your / 

> current needs. Uses one lithium I 
button battery, included. 


.223 Ammo 

Standard 55 grain FMJ. 
Fresh, current production, 
not reloads. 

AMM-226... *109.97 

per 1,0000 Rounds 


7.62x39 Russian 
Hollow Point 

122 grain, berdan primed, non-corro¬ 
sive, steel cased. 20 Round Boxes 

AMM-632 ... *99.50 per 1,0000 Rounds 

9mm Luger 

115 grain, FMJ. Berdan primed, 
nwi-iMmKWfl, steel case. 

AMM-11 ■]_... "99 1 MOD Homnds 

BEFORE VflU BUY AIVLM& ... • 


Call or write for a 

Free Catalog 

Shipping Charges 

diwi» number cK.ck Order Subtotal Shipping 

[ [73" 1 $1.00 • $14,75 $5.97 

\ $14.76 - $29.75 $7.97 

1 1 *29.76 - $49 75 $997 

I $49.76-$99 75 $1297 

$99 76 $199.75 $1437 I 

- “ " Over $199.75 $16.97 j 


Oaaas @ 

l ^r)SlMfONS Sra ^ <£ S'eta* 

mpcm ****** m «o ro« ou 

mm *® ntit won | 

^SerettaJis^ OunMa tar J 
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Ammo Can 
Organizer Maximize 
fck the storage inside your 

^ 50 caliber ammo cans. 

These stackable trays 
have adjustable dividers to 
hold everything. Handles on 
tray fold down to close lid. 
i Turn your ammo can into 
ft a tool box, tackle box 

Jp or parts depot. Comes 

in a set of three. 
ZAA-074 .. *9.97 
Set of 3 Trays 


2520 NE Loop 820 
Fort Worth, TX 76106-1809 
Phone Orders, Toll Free: 


24 Hour Fax: 1-800-596-5655 
Customer Service: 1-800-559-0943 
Technical Questions: 1-888-625-2506 


Must Mention Ad SF-211 To Get 
These Prices Or A Catalog. 


Mode In R^ 18 




















































































sion is precisely adjustable. 

The handles are milled from 6061 T-6 aluminum; the blade is 
from 154cm stainless, hardened to RC 60. Handles are milspec hard- 
anodized and flat black. Overall length is 9.5” open, 5.75” closed. 
The 3.75”-blade is .148 thick, and is available in a variety of finish¬ 
es. It s available with either nylon or Kydex sheaths. 

Superb design, the best of materials and flawless workman¬ 
ship make Dieter’s CQD a worthy companion no matter to where 
duty calls. 

Available from Masters of Defense, Dept. SOF, 1941 Camp 
Branch Rd., Waynesville, NC 28786; phone: 888-832-4158; fax: 
828-452-7327; full online catalog at www.mastersofdefense.com . 


Photon Micro-Light 

Some long-in-tooth editors remember when a portable light that 
didn’t use kerosene was high tech. Even though we have gotten accus¬ 
tomed to technology surging forward, every now and then we come 
across something you just have to see to believe. Such is the Photon 
Micro-Light, manufactured by L.R.I. and distributed by Essential Gear, 
Inc. Believe it or not, this pocket light is the size of a two-bit piece and 


can be seen for a mile on a clear, dark night. It is not a poacher’s light, 
but it will serve admirably to light any dark path or show you the way 
out of dark spots. Of equal importance is that because of its incredibly 
small size, you will have it with you. It comes on a key ring, and has a 
squeeze switch and a handy on-off switch. 

It comes in color beams of yellow, orange, red, infrared, green, 
white, blue and turquoise. Batteries have a shelf life of 10 years. It 
will shine from 12 hours to 5 days, depending on color (yellow, 
orange, red are best) and type of usage. 

We tested it thoroughly and give it three thumbs up (our guitar 
teacher always said we had three thumbs). Micro-small, light, 
rugged, effective, dependable, trouble free: how good does it get? 
Less than $20 from Essential Gear, Inc., Dept SOF, 22 Cleveland St., 
Greenfield, MA 01301; phone: 800-582-3861; fax: 413-772-8947. 
Check out their web site at www.essentialgear.com . ^ 
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You asked for it. All the features of the Steyr 
IVI-Series in a smaller framed, more lightweight 

) pistol. The new Steyr S-Series features the same 

integrated limited access key-lock safety- the world's 
first and only semi-automatic pistot locking system of its 
kind. Its unique triangle/trapezoid sights offer a new level of 
ease of sighting and target acquisition. Its low barrel axis 
drastically reduces recoil allowing rapid return to target. 
And the S- Series’ ultra-rigid, ultra-tough polymer frame and 
precision machined inner frame guarantee round-defying reliability. 

Available in .40S&W, 9mm, and .357Sig. 


For a free color brochure and Steyr Pistol armpatch write GSt Inc.. 
Dept. SO. 7661 Commerce Lane. P.0. Box 129. Tntssville. AL 35173 or call 
(205)655-8299. Visit our website at www.GStfirearms.com. 
























UNITED STATES 

Genocidal To The Core: Responding to question by Leslie Stahl on 60 Minutes if she 
thought deaths of 500,000 Iraqi children was price worth paying for UN sanctions, 
Madeleine Albright says “... yes, we think the price is worth it.” • Clinton’s Friends: The 
Washington Times reports, “Hackers suspected of working for a Chinese government 
institute in Beijing broke into a computer system at Los Alamos National Laboratory and 
pilfered large amounts of sensitive information, including documents containing the word 
“nuclear”... • Not So Stealthy: Some reports are in that the F-117’s shoot-down over 
Belgrade might have been due to aircraft’s flying trademark NATO “common way-point” 
(flight path to target) and to Serb “observers” reporting take-off times from bases in 
Italy. Or, maybe it just can’t fly through clouds of shrapnel. • Rapist In The White House: 
According to new book, Sellout: The Inside Story Of President Clinton’s Impeachment ; by 
David Schippers, appointed by Judiciary Chairman Hyde to head the inquiry, our pres 
admitted to Juanita Broaddrick’s husband in the mid-’80s that he raped Mrs. Broaddrick. 
• Osprey, Away! USAF’s new CV-22 tiltrotor “Osprey” aircraft unveiled at Bell’s Arlington, 
Texas, plant. Cause of USMC crash months ago is blamed on pilot error. 
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ZIMBABWE 

New Lows For Squatters: 17 school- 
children, ages 12 - 14, are kidnapped 
from white-owned ranch and held for 
several hours with girl captives being 
sexually harassed. The Commercial 
Farmers’ Union (CFU) claims that police 
were deaf to local residents’ pleas for 
help. Things continue to worsen. 
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MOROCCO 

When It Rains, It Pours: King Mohammed VI 
announces discovery of estimated 20 billion- 
barrel oil field which could bring in $800 mil¬ 
lion annually to this primarily agrarian coun¬ 
try. Many new friends expected to visit. 
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EGYPT 

An Ally Becomes Pragmatic? Signs contracts with $400 
million to become Iraq’s leading trade partner. Could be 
back-channel U.S. effort to keep pressure on Baghdad 
since latter has signed on to upgrade Egypt’s air defenses. 



CHINA 

Neighbor Helping Neighbor: PRC 

helps Pakistan, North Korea, Iran and 
Libya develop missiles during 1999, 
says recent CIA report. • Partial 
Stand-Down? Announces temporary 
five-year halt in attacking Taiwan; 
Beijing cites economic goal of gain¬ 
ing access to Taiwanese capital. • 
Africa, Here We Come: Four mili¬ 
tary delegations dispatched to Africa, 
which could trigger destabilizing 
“Dark Continent” arms race. Ports of 
call included Namibia, South Africa, 
Tanzania, Angola and Botswana. 
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COLOMBIA 

Nn End In Sight: Men, materiel 
and money flood in, but will U.S. 
let Colombians fight their own 
war or continue to mismanage? 
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RUSSIA 

The Kursk Incident: 118 Russian submariners lose their lives 
after Oscar-11-class vessel goes down following explosions. 
Harking back to Cold War days, leaders held off offer of foreign 
aid until too late. Russia demands U.S. kick-in for salvage 
expenses. Troubled waters lie ahead for Russian leader Putin 
who vacationed on a beach while Russian sailors were dying. 
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ENGLAND 

Red-faced Mf6: David Shaylor, former 
British operative, faces charges he violated 
Official Secrets Act, two of which are that 
MI6 bungled hit on Col. IVluammar Gaddafi 
and that security services failed to act on 
alert of large IRA bomb in City of London. 
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PAKISTAN 

India, Look Out! Thousands 
of villagers near Quetta 
shocked at apparent large- 
size meteor shower but 
which is more-than-likely ini¬ 
tial testing of new 75-foot, 
1,800-mile range Ghuari III 
missile, similar to North 
Korea’s Taepo Dong 1. 
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PHILIPPINES 

Libya reluctantly agrees to pay entire multimillion- 
dollar ransom demanded by Philippine Muslim 
guerrillas in last-ditch effort to win release of 12 
foreign hostages. Members of negotiating team 
said privately that deal to free all 24 captives held 
by separatists in southern Philippine jungle fell 
through earlier because Libya offered only 
$700,000 for each foreigner instead of the $1 mil¬ 
lion rebels wanted. Libya, which has long had ties 
with Philippine Muslim separatists, has played 
prominent role in negotiations with the Abu Sayyaf, 
hoping it can improve its international image. 
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UZBEKISTAN 

Mercs, Dope And Little 
Hope: Islamic militants, with 
assistance from outside mil¬ 
itary trainers, again start up 
following 9-month lull. 
Islamic Movement of 
Uzbekistan (IMU) offs Uzbek 
guards, takes hostages, 
including Japanese geolo¬ 
gists, and traffics in dope to 
raise funds for their goal of 
converting the Ferghana 
Valtey into an Islamic state. 










KOSOVO 

When In Doubt, Redefine: Stuck in 
its NATO quagmire, U.S. still aims at 
repositioning its peacekeeping role. 
What’s the old joke? NATO is to keep 
the Russians out ; the Germans down 
. and the United States in. 
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BURMA (MYANMAR) 

Only Second Place: Finishes 1999 runner-up to Afghanistan in tons of 
opium produced (1,200). Only 1% of production is estimated to be 
intercepted; 99%, therefore, makes it to world markets. Military regime 
in Rangoon promises eradication of opium trade by 2005. But the Wa, 
fierce northern tribe led by remnants of old Burmese Communist Party 
(BCP), have virtually their own nation near Chinese border, economy of 
which revolves around dope. Now diversifying into production of 
methamphetamine ( Yaba, or “The Mad Drug”). A tablet costs $ .08 to 
produce in Burma but sells for $3.00 on streets of Bangkok. 
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World Sitrep is compiled by the 
SOFstaff with information from 
various media and correspondents. 
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Editor's note: The following account originally appeared as a 
sidebar to the article “SOF Tech Scoops , ” by Peter G. Kokalis, in 
the October 1990 (SOF’s 15 th Anniversary Issue). We figured you 
readers would like to read it again. 

A fter turning over the AK-47 rounds to representatives of a cer¬ 
tain government agency (not the CIA), we discussed what 
kind of deals we could make for the future. They gave me a 
list of Russian equipment they wanted and a list of the prices 
they would pay for each item. A container of nerve gas, for 
example, would bring $250,000; a container of incapacitating gas, 
$125,000; an AGS-17 grenade launcher, $65,000, and so on. 

Running around Pakistan with pockets full of money did not seem 
like a good idea, so I asked if they would pay me, in cash or gold, for 
each item as I turned it in. This way, I could pay for something from 
the list with money received from a previous sale, leaving me with lit¬ 
tle to carry around, Still, I anticipated the Afghans would demand siz¬ 
able sums of money for any items purchased from them. 

They agreed, then instructed me to check in with the Defense 
Attache’s Office (DAO) in the American Embassy to let them know I 
had arrived. They instructed me to have no dealings with the State 
Department, as State had tried to take credit for obtaining the NBC fil¬ 
ter that Galen Geer had brought out of Afghanistan. No problem, or so 
I thought at the time. Checking in at DAO, a young nincompoop lieu¬ 
tenant colonel began huffing, ‘Til have to contact the DIA (Defense 
Intelligence Agency) first.” And to hell with you, too. “Whatever,” I 
replied. It was time to head back to the local Holiday Inn. 

Lieutenant Colonel Nincompoop shod up the next morning to 
officially tell me, in an officially staccato voice, that, “We will not 
pay you in cash, and any payment we do make will have to be in the 
United States. Also, you should not go into Afghanistan, as neither 
the American ambassador in Afghanistan nor in Pakistan will be 
able to help you.” 

I asked Lt. Col. Nincompoop what the security was like on 



-Jack i i’cmasDn 



Robert K. Brown (left) in the first picture of tripod of Russian lightweight 
12.7mm heavy machine gun taken in Darra in December 1988. (above) 
Brown in the first published photo of French antitank Milan missile 
somewhere in Afghanistan. 
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C What You've Been Missing! 


When speed counts as 
much as accuracy.*. 


nothing keeps you on Large! like 
Clock's complete line of compensated 
pistols. Available in full-size and compact 
models - in five popular calibers - these 
pistols have GLOCK'S revolutionary parallel 
port compensation system. This innovative 
integral compensation system not only reduces 
muzzle Hip and felt recoil, it also aids in quicker 
second-shot target 
acquisition. ^ 


From tiie first shot to 
the last, get improved 
shot speed and minimum 
muzzle rise with little 
or no loss of velocity. 


PERFECTION Available at a GLOCK Stocking Dealer near you. © CLOCK, Jnt„ 1998 
















the road between Peshawar (where the SOF 
team was based), and Islamabad, where I had 
flown in. 

“The road is secure. There are no check¬ 
points, no roadblocks, no problems.’* (I later 
found out that English is the second language of 
Pakistan. Everybody, including Lt. Col. 
Nincompoop, says “No problems” and “I under¬ 
stand .” The translation for these is invariably, 
“There is a problem, but I don’t understand.”) 

I flew back to Peshawar where the seven- 
man SOF team was training Afghans and look¬ 
ing for goodies from the agency list. The agency 
had offered to pay a dollar a round for an addi- 

(larger photo) Soviet 5.45mm 
(right) and 5.56mm U.S. round 
(left) for comparison, (inset) 

Sectioned view of the Soviet 
5.45mm bullet. 






tional 10,000 rounds of AK-74 ammo, but days 
turned into weeks, and we were finding zip. A 
couple of days before it came time to say, “Bye- 
bye,” however, our luck began to change. 

John Donovan, who had been teaching the muj how to fuse and 
place land mines and Mike Pate, our ordnance expert, were able to 
buy 5,000 rounds of AK-74 ammo for 70 cents a round in Darra. 
They successfully smuggled the ammo past Pakistani Army check¬ 
points into our hotel in Peshawar, then took off for the States. 

Dr. John Peters and I returned after being temporarily “detained” 
for trying to get into an off-limits refugee camp to find the 5,000 
rounds packed into knapsacks, lying on the bed. 


Peters and I were scheduled to leave soon, so 
instead of driving the three-and-a-half hours back 
to Islamabad, we decided to unload our goodies 
on the U.S. Consulate in Peshawar, even though 
we had been instructed otherwise. I mean, we 
were supposed to be on the same side, right? 

I called the consulate, where we had earlier 
been given the standard dog and pony show 
briefing, and said we had some items to deliver. 
No problem. Now it was “James Bond” time. 
Taxis were switched, and we constantly checked 
for a tail. 

Our anxiety roller-coastered as the driver “I 
understand” and “no problemed” us past every 
army post and police station in Peshawar on our 
way there. I had no idea how many years in a 
Pakistani slammer carrying 5,000 rounds would 
merit, and did not particularly wish to find out. 

After finally getting the rounds to the consulate, 
we breathed a sigh of relief and returned to the 
hotel. Mission accomplished — or so we thought. 
At 0730 the next morning, the phone rang. 

“Mr. Brown?” 

“Yes.” 

“This is the consulate. I have been informed 
by my superiors in Islamabad that we cannot 
accept the goods you delivered. You will have to 
come back and pick them up.” 

I was very tempted to tell him to take the 5,000 rounds and insert 
them into the body orifice of his choice, but if he did that, we’d be 
kissing off $3,500. Ah, what the hell, I thought... let’s taxi it to the 
U.S. Embassy. 

So we hired some Abdul with an old Mercedes and headed out. 

Continued on page 98 



has created a new M4 Type Upper 

RefcWef/Barrel Assembly this year. Building on the 
popularity of the M4 style, we've “stretched” it out to a 
16" length to comply with regulations so you can 
legally use it on your Pre-Ban Lower Receiver. This 
superbly accurate .223 caliber 16" barrel offers the 
same light weight and reduced diameter configuration 
under the handguards as our 14.5" M4 type barrel. As 
always, Bushmaster manufactures to meet - or 
exceed - U. S. Government Military Specifications. 
These tough standards ensure that your chrome lined 
Bushmaster barrel will deliver years of accuracy and 
durability, and that replacement parts - should 
you ever need them in the future - 
will fit like new. 


For orders 24 hrs. a day, call... 

1 -800-998-SWAT 


Bushmaster Firearms, 
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C ombat Covers are lightweight, whisper-quiet, quick and easy to 
put on and incredibly tough. They feature a state-of-the-art. 
impermeable laminated fabric that sheds water day in and day out. 

Combat Covers are great for camouflage situations and for 
keeping your weapon protected from the elements after cleaning. 


From the makers of Ej 

Innovative Sports, Inc., PO Box 2267 Greer, SC 29652 








T he visa clerk at Bulawayo Airport literally 
rubbed his hands. “Money, money, money!” he 
exclaimed as the pile of American greenbacks 
grew on his counter. The $30 entry fee required 
of each visitor was payable only in U.S. curren¬ 
cy, but most of us just off the South African 
Airways 737 reckoned it worthwhile. We were hunters, 
photographers, a diplomat or two, and probably a couple of 
aspiring spooks, judging by their nervous demeanor. 
Welcome to Zimbabwe. 

As in every other commercial and government building 
we saw in-country, the formal portrait of President Robert 
Mugabe looked down upon the teeming masses yearning to 
breathe free. After 20 years of rule by Mugabe’s Zimbabwe 
African National Union (the ZANU party), a possible end 
was in sight. With the parliamentary election only a month 
away, the growing tension was palpable. 

Can Zimbabwe 
Avoid Civil War? 

by Barrett Tillman 

Photos: AP/Wide World 

With nearly 11,500,000 people, Zimbabwe has not 
quite the population of Illinois in an area almost as large 
as California. It is a beautiful country teeming with 
wildlife, which accounted for the hunters among us. 
However, several months of adverse publicity about the 
depredations of black veterans from the independence 
war that ended in 1980 had taken a toll. Tourism was 
down 85% from the norm, as was hunting, which typi¬ 
cally accounts for two-thirds of every tourist dollar. 

At the heart of the current trouble is land reform. The 
Mugabe regime had long ago promised property to war 
veterans at the expense of the nation’s white farmers, who 
own about one-third of the arable ground. A few well-pub¬ 
licized incidents resulting in the deaths of white farmers 
somehow overshadowed the far greater crime and murder 
rate in neighboring South Africa. Whatever the actual 
threat, tourists have been staying away in droves. It is a 
dilemma with 20-year-old roots. 

Busting The Boycott 

While the 1980 transition from Ian Smith’s white-dom¬ 
inated government to Mugabe’s black majority was nomi¬ 
nally “peaceful,” the strain was considerable. By then, the 
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country had been at war for more than a decade, internal¬ 
ly and externally. The army was worn out: As just one 
example, Rhodesian SAS troopers commonly spent six 
weeks in the bush and 10 days at home before hitting the 
boondocks again. Despite a kill ratio of between seven 
and 10 to one, not even the sustained efforts of the SAS, 
Selous Scouts, and Rhodesian Rifles could offset the 
massive enemy numbers. 

Of necessity, Rhodesia produced small arms, ammu¬ 
nition, 60 and 90mm mortars, and trucks. Additionally, 
despite the 15-year United Nations boycott (1965-1980), 
direct military assistance came from South Africa and 
West Germany, among others. Some former grunts still 
have the G3s they took home with them, figuring there 
may yet be a need for battle rifles. 

Equipment was necessarily treated with kid gloves. 
“You got a hiding from the sergeant if you drove a truck 
without warming it up properly,” recalls one infantryman. 
“And you probably never drove a vehicle again.” 
Rhodesian military aircraft were counted among the best 
maintained fixed- and rotor-wing birds on the continent, 
as the need for sorties and flight hours never abated. 
Outside agents helped ease the crisis, as in 1973 Air 
Rhodesia obtained three Boeing 707s “from an undis¬ 
closed source.” Five years later, near the end of the war, 
11 Bell 205s (civilian model Hueys) somehow fetched up 
in Rhodesia as well. 

In one of the better-organized procurement ops, at 
least eight Soviet T-55 main battle tanks intended for 
Uganda somehow found their way to Rhodesia. 
“Navigational error” was one theory advanced on the 
subject. So did 106mm recoilless antitank rifles and 
assorted other hardware. Every bit helped. 

Despite the outside aid and internal innovation, at 
length the long war came to a negotiated end. By 1980 
more than 27,000 Zimbabweans on all sides had been 
killed: The number of wounded and displaced probably 
remains unknown. 

Meanwhile amid today’s turmoil, somebody at some 
level (“Don’t ask, don’t tell”) has been laying contin¬ 
gency plans if things turn too hash. Twice during my stay, 
former Rhodesian army personnel asked if I knew any 
mercenaries looking for work. I didn’t, not being in the 
mere recruiting business, but I promised to spread the 
word just the same. “Informed speculation” held that 
such free agents would be funded by the British, some of 
whom reportedly feel an obligation to help clean up the 
mess they created and then walked away from. 

Whatever the British government’s current attitude, 
certainly there’s evidence of lingering resentment on the 
part of many white Zimbabweans over what they regard 
as Britain’s betrayal and abandonment. One of Dutch 
ancestry spoke for many when he said, “It’s a bloody 
shame the bloody Brits were allowed to escape from 
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The present turmoil in Zimbabwe 
is a tragedy transcending race. 
Encouraged by the Mugabe 
government machine, squatters 
invaded the farm of David and 
Maria Stevens, abducting and 
shooting David Stevens — the 
first of many such murders of 
European farmers during the 
occupation/attacks on some 
1,000 farms. His wife and two 
surviving sons are seen at his 
memorial service (above). Verna 
Banda, widow of Peter Banda, 
stands outside the ruins of her 
burned-out home in Nehanda 
Village (right). Banda was a 
leader in the opposition 
Movement for Democratic 
Change party until he was 
murdered by agents of the 
Mugabe regime. 


Dunkirk.” Asked why so many Rhodesians 
fought for Britain in two world wars, the 
old soldier shrugged his shoulders. “No 
accounting for taste,” he grumbled. 

After The Fall 

In 1980, at the end of a bitter guerril¬ 
la war, the former Rhodesia was on the 
ropes. An uneasy peace settled over the 
country as ZANU members gained posi¬ 
tions of authority. In one case, a pickup 
was flagged down by an AK-toting 
policeman who ordered the white farmer 
to take the constable wherever he wanted 
to go. The driver produced an illegally 
carried Browning pistol and promised the 
cop nine millimeters of lead if he touched 
the Kalashnikov. Turning onto a side 
road, the driver forced the cop to get out 
and undress. The farmer then motored 
away, leaving the once-uniformed 
hijacker naked, unarmed, and alone — in 
lion country. 

In addition to such overt resistance 
and covert distrust, the economy was in a 
shambles; Rhodesia badly needed outside 
help. Britain pledged $55 billion for land 
reform and actually paid most of it before 
freezing the fund in 1990 when 
Zimbabwe began forcing farmers to sell 
at extortionist prices. 

The worsening situation prompted 
some measures, however reluctantly, from 
creditor nations. In 1998 Britain and New 
Zealand offered to accept 100 displaced 
white farmers at a “donor conference” 
intended to alleviate Zimbabwe’s financial 
crisis. However, Mugabe demanded reset¬ 
tlement of 1,500 people, which was a con¬ 
siderable portion of the country’s 4,000 
white farmers. 

The ZANU Party, knowing that its 
monumental corruption and inefficiency 
had finally worn thin with the population, 
began seeking options. In February 
Mugabe called for a referendum on a con- 
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stitutional amendment allowing the government to seize white- 
owned farms without compensation. 

The measure was defeated but the government tacitly approved 
“war veterans” (some of whom apparently went to war in diapers) 
to begin forcible occupation of some farms. Parliament passed leg¬ 
islation in May that legalized the process. 

Countdown To Election 

In an atmosphere of growing electoral tension, both black and 
white Zimbabweans were vocally concerned. No firearms have been 
legally sold for months, and ammo prices are extravagant: $1.85 for 
a 7.62 round is typical, and big-bore cartridges such as .500 Express 
have gone for upwards of $500 U.S. At that rate it’s hardly worth 
zeroing your elephant gun. This May the exchange rate ran around 
38 to 40 Zimbabwe dollars for each U.S., compared to about 6.5 for 
a South African Rand. Consequently, everything in Zimbabwe is 
spendy. If you’re outraged at $2.00 gasoline in the States, how’d 
you like to count out $38 for every gallon of fuel? Even at those 
prices, shortages existed during our trip in May: Diesel was nonex¬ 
istent. 

Meanwhile, Zim’s external problems have accelerated. Mugabe 
dispatched as many as 10,000 troops to the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, in support of Kinshasha’s army against Ugandan and 
Rwandan-backed rebels. In contrast to Rhodesia’s excellent armed 
forces with black and white troops, Zimbabwe now has very few 
white soldiers. One estimate placed the number of white air force 
pilots at three, who have stayed on “because they really want to fly.” 
If the crunch comes, and ZANU wins the election, nobody doubts 
that most of the army will support Mugabe. 

However, there is a potential barrier to military rule. Zimbabwe 
sources note that the army is mainly composed of Shonas and 
Matabeles, who hold little regard for one another. Mugabe’s Shona 
faction reportedly killed thousands of Matabeles during the 1980s. 
Although perhaps as a hedge against rising opposition, Mugabe dis¬ 
patched large numbers of Shona troops — as much as one-third of 
the army — to fight in the Congo, those units are scheduled to return 
in the near future, and if they rotate home to a Shona-dominated 
coup, civil war could result. 

According to press accounts, 
the one farmer "dragged 
himse f out of the flames and 
kept shooting" until he was 
beaten to death. 

A contrary view was expressed by Colonel Chancellor Diye, a 
ZDF (Zimbabwean Defense Force) spokesman who recently stated 
that the army is “professional” and “will never get involved in par¬ 
tisan politics.” There is little credence behind that statement, con¬ 
sidering that army chief of staff Vitalis “Fox” Zvinavashe was on 
Mugabe’s central committee through 1998, and that General 
Perence “Black Jesus” Shiri commanded the North Korean-trained 
Fifth Brigade during the Matabeleland atrocities of 1983-87. Shiri, 
more recently head of the Zimbabwe Air Force, reportedly played “a 
significant role” in meetings with white farmers, acting as an advo¬ 
cate of the war veterans. 

The Economy, Stupid 

In spite of the fact Zimbabwe’s economy is heavily dependent on 
agriculture, Mugabe’s policies have undermined productivity. The 
country is the world’s second largest exporter of tobacco, which is 
crucial for much needed hard currency. Typically, Zim ships $400 
million worth of tobacco annually, or one third of total exports. Yet 
on one April night, government-condoned thugs seized a farm and 
burned 1,000 bales worth $240,000 U.S. Two black workers were 
set afire in the process, prompting Oliver Gawe of the Zimbabwe 
Tobacco Association to tell the Wall Street Journal , “It is obvious 


Morgan Tsvanguirai, a former trade union leader and leader of the oppo¬ 
sition party Movement for Democratic Change, addresses a rally in 
Dzivaarasekwa last May Day. 


Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe (center) holds a press confer¬ 
ence with Commercial Farmers Union President Kim Henwood (left) and 
“war veterans” leader Chenjeria “Hitler” Hunzvi, right. Squatters 
pledged to end reign of terror, promptly followed it up with further 
armed occupations, beatings, killings of farm workers and farm owners. 


Dr. Chenjerai Hunzvi, M.D. (left), leader of war veterans who are forcibly 
occupying farms in Zimbabwe, is cheered by supporters as he leaves 
Harare High Court, after appearing on charges he forged medical 
reports to receive benefits of more than $400,000 Zimbabwean. He had 
earlier appeared in the same court on contempt charges, for ignoring 
court order to tell his followers to vacate occupied farms, stop attacks 
on workers and farmers, (right) Zimbabwe’s Commissioner of Police, 
Augustine Chihuri, prepares to address a news conference in Harare 
last spring, regards the ongoing political violence In Zimbabwe. 
Observers note that, aside from a willingness to patrol opposition polit¬ 
ical rallies, Zimbabwean police authorities have done little to stem the 
tide of violence against farmers and farm workers. 
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Riot police keep a close eye on rally for the opposition MDC party in 
Chitunwiza last April, but despite court orders, have done nothing to 
evict invading squatters. 



In a string of attacks on the political opposition, the offices of The Daily 
News , the only independent Zimbabwean paper, were bombed on 22 
April. Fortunately, the building was empty at the time. 


that the damage will run into millions.” 

The potential mechanization of agriculture was partly stumped 
by the native labor movement: More machines meant fewer field 
hands. “It really was cutting off one’s nose to spite his face,” says a 
retired farmer. “But few of these people look very far downstream 
— they’re only concerned with today.” 

Consequently, both black and white farmers figure prominently 
in the nation’s largest — indeed, almost only — opposition party, 
the Movement for Democratic Change (MDC). By late June some 
1,631 farms had been adversely affected; one-third of them victims 
of violent occupation resulting in 2,400 assaults, 430 people hospi¬ 
talized and 31 known dead. Media reports focused upon the five 


whites killed, seldom mentioning that black on black violence 
accounted for 80% of the fatalities, as black “veterans” attacked 
blacks who lived and worked on the farms. 

The most widely reported incident occurred in April when 43- 
year-old farmer Martin Olds was confronted with some 70 “veter¬ 
ans” intent on seizing his land. Olds possessed four weapons: a rifle 
and shotgun plus a 9mm pistol and .357 revolver. His opponents’ 
weapons included AK-47s but Olds defended himself for two 
hours, despite repeated wounds including a broken leg. He applied 
a hasty splint and continued the fight until the ZANU thugs torched 

Continued on page 120 


It has been said that in the West, the first job of a politician is 
to get re-elected . In the Third World, that translates to “the first 
job of a politician is to stay in power; elections are secondary 
and may only be a means to that end, when convenient. ” 

A week before the election, MDC 
(Movement for Democratic Change) leader 
Morgan Tsvangirai stated that the country 
needed stability, and assured military and 
security forces dial they would remain in place 
if ZANU was defeated. The transition could 
prove orderly or otherwise: Mugabe’s term 
runs two more years, and what he may do with 

ELECTION 
RESULTS 

that opportunity remains to be seen. 

Mugabe enjoyed considerable latitude 
going into the election, being able to fill 20 
seats in parliament by direct appointment 
while 10 others are chosen by tribal chiefs. 

Therefore, MDC felt it would need more than a simple majority: 
it would need two-thirds or more to compensate for the inevitable 
corruption and ballot-box stuffing on the part of ZANU. 

Outside observers from the European Economic Community 
and elsewhere openly conceded abuses before the election. Farm 
workers who arrived in cities intending to vote were often direct¬ 
ed to ZANU-dominated “education camps” while local press 
reports mentioned more overt actions. Reportedly, some outlying 
areas were canvassed by ZANU partisans saying that they had 
already bribed ballot counters and they would report anyone vot¬ 
ing contrary to the party line. 


At a weekend news conference, Pierre Schori of the European 
Union team said, ‘The term ‘free and fair’ is not applicable to these 
elections.” He cited ZANU violence and intimidation leading up to 
24 June, and charged Mugabe’s operatives with “deliberate admin¬ 
istrative obstruction” of Zimbabwe’s 15,000 election monitors. 

While independent observation was con¬ 
ducted of many polling places, in other areas 
there was no guarantee of objectivity. 
European observers admitted that there were 
too few personnel to guard ballot boxes, and 
some polling stations were left entirely in 
government hands overnight. Removing any 
doubt as to the government’s attitude, ZANU- 
PF chairman John Nkomo said, “There will 
be no opposition in government” regardless 
of the results. 

Despite the problems, turnout from among 
the disaffected population was heavy. Long 
lines were present at polling places Saturday 
and Sunday, 24-25 June, and the heavy turnout 
among 5.1 million potential voters delayed 
announcement of the polling for two days. On 
the following Tuesday the official results 
(based on a 65% turnout) showed MDC leap¬ 
ing from three seats to 57 while ZANU held 62 and the ZANU- 
Ndonga Party gained one. MDC’s Morgan Tsvangirai announced 
that recounts might be requested in some 20 districts with less 
than a 500-vote margin, but it was unclear whether the process 
would go forward. 

What was clear was proof that Robert Mugabe and the 
ZANU-PF party had outlived their welcome. Tsvangirai has 
declared his intention to run for the presidency when Mugabe’s 
term expires in 2002, saying, “Zimbabwe will never be the same 
again.” 

One can hope. — B.T. 
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ALUMNI 

Where Are They Now? 


A partial paraphrase of General MacArthur's 
statement might read, "Old(er) adventurers never 
die, nor do they prefer to fade away." Over the 
years, SOF has been fortunate to witness a vari¬ 
ety of individuals pass through its portals, some 
having stayed on for a relatively short period of 
time, others for much longer. Here are some of 
those personalities you might have known in 
years past — and what they're up to today. 



Bill Brooks 


X Bill Brooks, former SOF Convention 
Director and Editor: Our in-resident former 
French Legionnaire and Convention honcho 
currently resides in the Southeastern U.S. 
and is involved in the collecting and sale of 
military memorabilia. 


^ Harry Claflin, member of SOF training 
teams in El Salvador and elsewhere in 
Central America: Is extremely active in 
SOA (Special Operations Association). 
Lives in the Midwest. 

^ John Coleman, former SOF Managing 
Editor: Left the helm of the good ship SOF 
over a decade ago. Now resides on the West 
Coast, aiming to earn his Ph.D. in History 
within the next year and to continue teach¬ 
ing on the university level. 

^ Tom Cunningham, former Director of 
Phoenix Associates and SOF editor/author: 
A highly respected SOG veteran (lost a leg 
in Laos) left SOF nearly two decades ago to 
return to his native Northeast U.S. He grad¬ 
uated law school and is now a judge. 



Harry Claflin 



John Coleman 



Tom Cunningham 
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Bill Guthrie 


Jim Morris 



Dana Drenkowski 


David Isby 


Bob Poos 



Dale Dye Alexander M. S. McColl Kevin Steele 



Tom Goltz John Metzger Maj. Mike Williams 


^ Dana Drenkowski, Aviation Editor and 
former staffer: Like his amigo, Tom 
Cunningham, Dana attended law school, 
but on the West Coast, and now practices in 
the Bay Area, and still contributes an occa¬ 
sional article. 

^ Dale Dye, former Managing Editor: Left 
SOF in the mid-’80s for the movie industry. 
He’s appeared in and has been Technical 
Advisor on such projects as Platoon, Under 
Siege and Saving Private Ryan. 

5? Tom Goltz, author: An investigative 
reporter who’s completed the well-received 
Azerbaijan Diary , a penetrating look at the 
war between Armenia and Azerbaijan and 
the accompanying grab for oil in the bur¬ 
geoning Caspian Sea region. 

^ Bill Guthrie, former Senior Editor: Has 
finally settled down to teach English in Macau. 


David Isby: A renowned authority on 
Russia and the Middle East, as well as on 
Russian weaponry and ordnance: David 
now practices international law on the 
East Coast. 

^ Col. Alexander M. S. McColl, 
Harvard Law School grad., RF/PF advisor 
in Vietnam, former President, Refugee 
Relief International, Inc. and SOF' s 
Contributing Editor for Military Affairs: 
Now in semi-retirement but active in 
Christian, Second Amendment and global 
freedom issues. 

X John Metzger, former SOF Assistant 
Editor: Still lives in Boulder where he is 
owner of a successful public relations firm. 

^ Jim Morris, long-time SOF author: 
Former SF captain with three ’Nam tours. 
Author of War Story , The DeviVs Secret 


Name , Fighting Men , and the story upon 
which the movie Operation Dumbo Drop 
was based. Now writes from his home base 
in Southern California. 

^ Bob Poos, USMC vet; AP correspon¬ 
dent; wounded by grenade shrapnel during 
1966 Vietnam Buddhist uprising; former 
Managing Editor: Currently lives and writes 
in the Washington, D.C. area. 

^ Kevin Steele, former Vice President, 
Publications: Now resides on the West 
Coast and is Group Publishing Director, 
EMAT, U.S.A. 

^ Maj. Mike Williams, former Grey’s 
Scouts Tactical OIC; U.S. SF 1952-60, 
including a combat tour in Korea; fought 
in the Congo during 1964: Now a land 
baron in Florida and Father Confessor to 
the SOF staff. ^ 
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a has been a little more than four years 
since Kimber Mfg., Inc. (Dept. SOF, 
1 Lawton Street, Yonkers, NY 10705; 
phone: 800-880-2418; fax: 406-758- 
2223; Custom Shop: 914-964-0742, ext. 228; 
website: www.kiinberamerica.com — 2000 
catalog $2) introduced their first .45 ACP 
caliber M1911 -type pistol in May 1996 — an 
all-steel, full-size Government Model. In the 
short time frame since this occurred, Kimber 
has placed a virtual strangle hold on the 
M1911 market. No one sells more produc¬ 
tion series M1911 pistols than they do. They 
have now shipped well over 100,000 1911- 
type pistols. No one sells a more reasonably 
priced Ml 911. And, no one sells a more reli¬ 
able production series M1911. In short, 
Kimber owns the M1911 market place — 
lock, stock and barrel. Their latest effort, the 
CDP (Custom Defense Package) from the 
Kimber Custom Shop, has already caused 
considerable gnashing of teeth and wailing 
among those who turn out so-called “cus¬ 
tom” M1911s. And with good reason, as the 
CDP series will certainly put some of them 
out of business. 

Soldier Of Fortune was recently sent one 
of each of the three pistols in the CDP series 
for test and evaluation. The Ultra CDP is the 
smallest of the three. It has a 3-inch barrel 
with an overall length of 6.8 inches. The 
height is approximately 5.6 inches, includ¬ 
ing the sights. The sight radius is 4.8 inches. 
The weight, empty, is 25 ounces. The mag¬ 
azine capacity is six rounds. At the other 
end of tlie scale is the Pro CDP, which is 
similar in size to a so-called Commander 
type. It has a full-size frame, providing it 



with a magazine capacity of seven or eight 
(depending upon the magazine type) 
rounds. It has a 4-inch barrel with an over¬ 
all length of 7.7 inches. The height is 
approximately 6.2 inches. The sight radius 
is 5.7 inches. The weight, empty, is 28 
ounces. In the middle is the Compact CDP 
that combines the Ultra’s frame with the Pro 
CDP’s slide. This later model has been pop¬ 
ular with a number of U.S. Navy SEALs. 
The width of all pistols in this series, at the 
grip panels, is 1.25 inches. The forged bar¬ 
rels have six grooves with a left-hand twist 
of one turn in 16 inches. 

All three pistols share the following 
Kimber Custom Shop features. A “melt¬ 
down” is performed on the slide and frame 


Firing the Kimber Pro CDP .45 caliber pistol. 
Ail three of the Kimber CDP models exhibit 
only a modest increase in perceived recoil 
over that of a full-size, all-steel Government 
Model, (below) Kimber Pro CDP Ml 911 pistol, 
left side — note match-grade aluminum trigger 
and hand-checkered, double-diamond-pattern 
rosewood grip panels. 


of the CDP pistols. This involves removing 
all of the sharp edges that might snag or 
catch on clothing and equipment or abrade 
the shooter’s hand during the draw stroke, 
which must always be smooth and fluid. 
This feature is becoming ever more popular 
with those who carry in deep concealment. 
It leaves the pistol with a soft, rounded 
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Nobody, and I mean nobody, in the United States has been making gunleather longer 
than El Paso Saddlery Co. (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 27194, El Paso, TX 79926; phone: 915- 
544-2233; fax: 915-544-2535; website: www.epsaddlery.com; catalog: $5). 

The number of famous lawmen, military personages, gun writers and infamous gun 
fighters that have worn El Paso Saddlery Co. gunleather over the past one hundred and 
twenty years is almost overwhelming. The list includes John Wesley Hardin, General 
George S. Patton, Jr., Ed McGivem, Tom Threepersons, Bill Toney, D.A. “Jelly” Bryce, 
Bill Jordan and Charlie Askins. 

From the almost incredible array of holster designs available from El Paso Saddlery 
Company’s catalog, I selected the #88 “Street Combat” holster ($50) as best matching the 
Kimber CDP series quality and intended application as concealment handguns. It was devel¬ 
oped in 1988 after a number of El Paso Saddlery Company’s law enforcement clientele 
requested a concealment-type holster without safety straps. In compliance with this appeal, the 
#88 was designed specifically for concealed carry and has no thumbreak. Instead, the user can 
adjust steel tension straps, hidden under leather at the muzzle end to keep the pistol secure. To 
increase the tension, remove the pistol and squeeze the muzzle end of the holster. To decrease 
the tension, place an unloaded pistol in the holster and twist it slightly from side to side. 

While 1.75-inch belt slots are standard, I asked for 1.5-inch slots on the CDP holsters 
since I prefer a narrower belt for wear with blue jeans. Suede lining is also standard on 
the #88 holster, and together with the bonded nylon thread, both assist the steel tension 
straps in guaranteeing the retention required of a holster made for gunfighting. This hol¬ 



ster has an open muzzle. Usually provided with a muzzle rearward rake (also sometimes 
referred to a an “FBI forward cant”), a vertical cant for crossdraw is also available at no 
extra charge. 1 have mated this holster with a #2-FD open double-magazine pouch ($20) 
and the #200 “New Ranger Belt” with smooth lining ($85). All three pieces are floral 
carved, an option at extra cost. 

Why floral carving? During the 1940s and 50s a significant number of peace officers 
in the Southwestern United States packed their service sidearms in floral carved leather. 
I had always dreamed of owning such a rig. Unfortunately, this type of exacting hand¬ 
work seems to be almost a lost ait form, except at El Paso Saddlery. What passes for flo¬ 
ral “carving” today is most often done on machines or with embossing plates. Not so at 
El Paso Saddlery. Their highly experienced craftsmen, some of who have been with them 
for considerably more than a quarter-century, do this work entirely by hand and to spe¬ 
cial order only. Three styles are offered: regular floral carving, frontier carving which 
duplicates the early low-relief carving done in western shops such as Main & Winchester 
of San Francisco during the 19th century, and extra fancy floral carving with lacing and 
dyed backgrounds. All of this work is done completely by hand and thus no two are exact¬ 
ly alike. The quality and artistry of my belt, holster and magazine pouch are outstanding. 
You have to go back half a century to find carved leather that compares with this and the 
nostalgia associated with this ieatherwork is almost overwhelming. 

This is great custom leather work and a perfect fit for Kimber’s superb GDP series. I 
can recommend anything in the El Paso Saddlery Company’s catalog without reserva¬ 
tions of any kind. No other holster maker in this country has been handcrafting leather 
gear for armed professionals for well over a century. 


appearance. The frame’s front strap is pro¬ 
vided with 30 LPI checkering. 

An extended ambidextrous thumb safety 
has been installed. The ability to fire with 
the support hand only is an essential fight¬ 
ing skill. During Thunder Ranch’s Handgun 
3 course, we spent many hours with a 
“sleeve” — made from a section of PVC 
pipe with a bolt through it — on either the 
firing hand or support hand. The draw- 
stroke and all three malfunction drills were 
practiced in this manner. Practice of this 
type is made much easier if your pistol is 
equipped with an “ambi” safety. 

The fixed, high profile combat sights 
are equipped with two tritium self-lumi¬ 
nous green dots at the rear — one on each 
side of the open square-notch, and one on 
the front sight blade. Both sights are 
dovetailed to slots in the slide and can be 
adjusted for windage zero. The rear face 
of the rear sight has horizontal serrations 
to help reduce glare. 

Pistols in the CDP series have hand- 
checkered, double-diamond-pattem rose¬ 
wood grip panels. The grip panels on all 
Kimber 1911s are now held to the frame by 
attractive stainless steel, hex head grip 
screws. Kimber CDP pistols carry Custom 
Shop markings on the left side of the slide. 

CDP pistols have match-grade alu¬ 
minum triggers with stainless steel rails and 
vertically serrated front faces. Trigger pull 
weights on our test specimens of the Ultra, 
Compact and Pro were exactly 4.25, 4.5 
and 3.75 pounds, respectively. The trigger 
pulls are as smooth as glass with very crisp 



The Kimber CDP .45 ACP Ml 911 series: (from 
top to bottom) Pro CDP, Compact CDP and 
Ultra CDP. 
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Extended ambidextrous thumb safety 
improves ability to fire with the support hand 
— an essential fighting skill. The left side 
thumb safety (below) has been extended 
slightly to enhance manipulation. The beaver- 
tail-type steel grip safety is internally skele¬ 
tonized for weight reduction and has a slight 
bump on the bottom to insure that it is dis¬ 
connected even if not depressed completely. It 
entirely cups the hammer to prevent “hammer 
bite” and permit as high a grip as possible. 




A “meltdown” is performed on the slide and 
frame of the CDP pistols.This involves remov¬ 
ing all of the sharp edges that might snag or 
catch on clothing and equipment or abrade 
the shooter’s hand during the draw stroke, 
which must always be smooth and fluid. 


let-offs. There are dual internal tangs to 
furnish take-up adjustment and an alien- 
head screw at the front to adjust backlash. 
All of the trigger mechanism components 
are of match-grade quality. 

Custom Carry Features 

The concept behind the CDP was to 
“package” Kimber’s most requested custom 
cany features in such a manner that the cus¬ 
tomer saves a significant amount of money. 
The suggested retail price of any of the 
three CDP pistols is $1,109. Ordered sepa¬ 
rately, even from Kimber, the savings real¬ 
ized are over $500. The same features 
ordered from one of the pricier custom pis- 
tolsmiths might easily exceed $1,000. By 
performing the custom modifications at an 
appropriate point during the manufacturing 
process, Kimber is able to save a great deal 
of money by avoiding “double work.” They 


Kimber CDP 


SPECIFIC A1TIONS 


Caliber: .45 ACP. 

Operation: Locked-breech, short-recoil, semiautomatic, single-action trigger system with frame- 
mounted thumb and grip safeties. 

Weight, empty: Ultra — 25 ounces; Compact and Pro — 28 ounces. 

Length, overall: Ultra — 6.8 inches; Compact and Pro — 7.7 inches. 

Width: 1.25 inches at the grip panels. 

Height: Ultra and Compact — 5.6 inches; Pro — 6.2 inches. 

Barrel: Forged, six-groove, left-hand twist with one turn in 16 inches. 

Barrel length: Ultra — 3 inches; Compact and Pro — 4 inches. 

Magazine: Ultra and Compact — six-round; Pro — seven-round; both single-column, detachable 
box-types without removable floorplates. 

Sights: Fixed high profile combat sights equipped with two tritium self-luminous green dots at the 
rear — one on each side of the open square-notch, and one on the front sight blade. Both 
sights are dovetailed to slots in the slide and can be adjusted for windage zero.The rear 
face of the rear sight has horizontal serrations to help reduce glare. 

Sight radius: Ultra — 4.8 inches; Compact and Pro — 5.7 inches. 

Finish: 416 Stainless steel forged slide; frame machined from 7075-T7 aluminum alloy bar 
stock with a matte black, hard-coat anodized finish. 

Price: $ 1, 109, complete with one 
magazine. 

Manufacturer: Kimber Mfg., Inc., Dept SOF, I 
Lawton Street,Yonkers, NY 
10705; phone: 800-880-2418; 
fax: 406-758-2223; Custom 
Shop: 914-964-0742; website: 
www.kimberamerica.com 

T&E summary: Lightweight with relatively mild 
recoil; reliable; accurate; rea¬ 
sonably priced as the CDP 
series is based upon the con¬ 
cept of “packaging” Kimber’s 
most requested custom carry 
features in such a manner that 
the customer saves a signifi¬ 
cant amount of money. 


have passed these saving onto the customer, 

Kimber slides are CNC mill-finished 
with plus/minus 0.001-inch tolerances from 
a 416 stainless steel forging and heat-treated 
before the rails are machined to prevent the 
possibility of warpage. Kimber .45s are pro¬ 
vided with the tightest slide-to-frame toler¬ 
ances of any Ml911-type pistol manufac¬ 
tured today, without any compromise in reli¬ 
ability under the most adverse conditions. 

The lightweight frames are machined 
from 7075-T7 aluminum alloy bar stock - 
the hardest and strongest available. This is a 
stress-relieved version of T6, which is more 
commonly employed in the manufacture of 
firearms and is less expensive. The frame’s 
hole spacing is exceptionally precise and 
the holes are machined at perfect right 
angles to the frame’s surface. These frames 
have been tested in excess of 20,000 rounds 
without exhibiting any meaningful wear. 
CDP frames have a matte black, hard-coat 
anodized finish. 

The magazine-well is beveled to assist 
changing magazines. The frame’s feed ramp 
has been opened and polished, by now a 
standard feature on customized Ml91 Is. 



Complementing that, the barrel’s chamber 
opening has been radiused slightly and 
lightly polished to remove high spots. The 
beavertail-type steel grip safety is internally 
skeletonized for weight reduction and has a 
slight bump on the bottom to insure that it is 
disconnected even if not depressed com¬ 
pletely. It entirely cups the hammer to pre¬ 
vent “hammer bite” and permit as high a 
grip as possible. As the front strap has also 
been slightly relief-cut just under the rear 
portion of the trigger guard (a so-called 
“kidney cut”), the high grip permitted by 
these two features lowers the bore line in 
relation to the shooter’s hand and reduces 
the perceived recoil somewhat. 

The flat-type mainspring housing direct- 

Corttinued on page 115 
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Colonel Lewis Lee Millett: An American Hero 


He’s been shot at more times than most, 
awarded a chestful of decorations, achieved 
several battlefield promotions in three wars 
— WWII, Korea and Vietnam — and used 
enough cold steel to send God only knows 
how many Chicoms to the land of their fore¬ 
fathers, and he’s still at it. 

Colonel Lewis Lee Millett, who is to be 
honored at Soldier Of Fortune's 25th 
Anniversary convention, volunteered for 
duty during Operation Desert Storm but 


He’s been shot at more times than most, 
awarded a chestful of decorations, achieved 
several battlefield promotions in three wars — 
WWII, Korea and Vietnam — and used enough 
cold steel to send God only knows how many 
Chicoms to the land of their forefathers, and 
he’s still at it. 
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by Al J. Venter 


was not accepted. Something to do with 
age, he recalls. 

His life reads like an adventure story and 
it is surprising that Hollywood hasn’t 
slapped an offer on his desk. 

The Early Days 

His career spanned the early days of 
World War II when, in 1938 as a Private 
First Class in the U.S. Army Air Corps, he 
went AWOL from his American unit, 1st 
Recon Sqdn. USAC, Westover, Mass. Young 
Millett had heard President Roosevelt make 
a speech declaring that no American would 


fight on foreign soil. No problem, he 
recounts today, he slipped into Canada 
where he enlisted and went to war in 
Europe, first as a tanker and then in a radio 
location unit spotting Luftwaffe airplanes. 
When the U.S. finally entered Hitler’s 
war, he asked to transfer back to the 
American flag. He saw real action in 
North Africa, where he won his first medal 
for gallantry, the Silver Star. At Kasserine 
he improvised an anti-aircraft gun, hook¬ 
ing up two .50-caliber machine guns 
which he used to shoot down a 
Messerschmitt 109. It was also in the 
desert that Millett and another soldier, 
Jesse Martin, drove the very last vehicle 
left in their battalion over what was then 
listed on the maps as “impassable moun¬ 
tainous terrain” and evaded a German 
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Korea 

The question begs: What else then is 
there to say about somebody who was the 
first man to rappel from a helicopter in 
Vietnam and the last to lead an American 
Army company in a bayonet charge which 
drove more than 200 Chinese communist 
troops off a hill. 

On that exploit — which has since 
entered the annals of American folklore as 
The Battle of Bayonet Hill — he led, as 
always, from the front. In a brief profile of 
Millett a year later. Reader's Digest had 
details of the official after-action report of E 
(Easy) Company. It said: "... after the hill 
was secured, 47 enemy dead were counted 
on the forward slope, 30 of them killed by 
bayonets. On the reverse slope another 50 
enemy had died of bayonet or gunshot 



Panzer attack that had surrounded his 
combat command. 

Italy came afterwards, with Anzio fol¬ 
lowing Salerno and his third stripe before 
Monte Cassino, where he also had his first 
Bronze Star pinned on his lapel. Meanwhile, 
he received a battlefield commission to sec¬ 
ond and then to first lieutenant. 

One of the curious anomalies of war 
took place while he was in Italy: It took that 
long for his records to catch up with him. In 
October 1944, Sgt. Millett was court-mar¬ 
shaled for his original desertion, found 
guilty and fined $52. Two weeks later he 
was promoted to 2nd Lieutenant. 

He gave an impressive showing in the 
Korean War where he was awarded the 
Medal of Honor, the Distinguished Service 
Cross, two Bronze Stars and three Purple 
Hearts. These were added to the Silver Star 


and Bronze Star that he had already 
earned before. He was promoted to 
Captain after only 90 days in com¬ 
bat. He is the only American soldier 
SOF knows of who deserted his unit, 
joined a foreign army and then went 
on, a dozen years later, to be award¬ 
ed the Medal of Honor, America’s 
highest award for bravery, 10 years 
later in Korea. 

Then came Vietnam. Almost half 
of the almost six years he spent in 
Southeast Asia were in classified 
assignments which included 5 jumps 
in Laos and 11 in Vietnam. 

The rest of that war, he worked in 
intelligence. His last duty assignment 
in Vietnam was as an advisor to the 
Phung Huang (Phoenix Intelligence 
Program). Interestingly, he refused all 
U.S. decorations in Vietnam with a 
statement that he was there “to pro¬ 
vide freedom for people under attack 
by tyranny and not to gain recogni¬ 
tion.” Notably, while in the Police 
Intelligence, Phoenix Program, he 
was held hostage by a North 
Vietnamese battalion while its com¬ 
mander arranged to surrender to the 
South Vietnamese Army. 

Subsequently, he served as an advisor in 
Vietnam, Laos and Thailand as well as to 
the governments or armies of Japan 
(Director of Education Nara and Wakyama 
Prefectures) and Greece (advisor to three 
training centers, National NCO Academy, 
Infantry Heavy Weapons training center and 
the Raiding Forces). 

In-between, Colonel Lewis Lee Millet 
organized special elite combat forces in the 
101st Airborne’s Recondo School, the 82nd 
Airborne Raiders of Vietnam, the 
Commandos of Laos and spent time as an 
instructor in the U.S. Army Command and 
General Staff College. He is a graduate of 
the U.S. Army’s Infantry, Ranger and 11th 
Airborne Schools, the Command and 
General Staff College and the Army War 
College. The Colonel also holds a B.A. 
degree in political science and a Doctor of 
Humane Letters from Emerson College, 
Boston, Massachusetts. 


What else is there to say about somebody 
who was the first man to rappel from a heli¬ 
copter in Vietnam and the last to lead an 
American Army company in a bayonet charge 
which drove more than 200 Chinese commu¬ 
nist troops off a hill? 


wounds.” It was a sizable tally, for the loss 
of nine of his own. 

Once it had picked up the pieces, E 
Company of the 27th (Wolfhound) 
Regiment, 25th American Infantry Division 
received another Unit Citation. Earlier, a 
Medal of Honor had posthumously been 
awarded to Captain Millett’s predecessor, 
Captain Reginald B. Desiderio, who was 
KIA a short while before. 

Over the years, a number of publica¬ 
tions, including Saga, VFW Magazine and 
several books including Battle at Best have 
carried Millett’s story. To most it is known 
as The Battle of Bayonet Hill and to under¬ 


stand all the implications, it is necessary to 
start at the beginning. 

On 25 June 1950, North Korean infantry 
and tanks — after being involved in years of 
a fractious, uneasy ceasefire — crossed the 
38^ Parallel into South Korea. In the 
absence of the Soviet Union in the Security 
Council, the United Nations — at America’s 
behest — quickly pushed through legisla¬ 
tion establishing the largest multi-national 
force assembled since the end of World War 
II. General Douglas MacArthur, flawed 
genius though he was and then headquar¬ 
tered in Japan, was given the task of coun¬ 
tering North Korean aggression. With the 
benefit of half a century of hindsight, it was, 
everybody agrees, a tough option. 

What happened in Korea combines a 
gripping story of failure and success that 
should be required reading for every high 
school student in the country. It encap¬ 
sulates an astonishing level of arro¬ 
gance, unpreparedness, personal 
courage and resourcefulness on the 
ground with both greatness and hol¬ 
lowness at the top ranks of the 
American command. MacArthur, well 
past his prime, had unfortunately sur¬ 
rounded himself with a band of brown¬ 
nosed sycophants. Ultimately, he paid 
a price because his control wasn’t, as it 
should have been, hands-on. 

Having been taken completely by 
surprise, though there was more than 
enough intelligence reaching his 
headquarters in the Dai Ichi building 
in Tokyo that something serious was 
going on, the Allies were quickly 
beaten back — at heavy cost in lives 
and materiel — into a tiny defensive 
perimeter around Pusan in the 
extreme southeast of the country. 

It says something of Mac Arthur’s 
myopia that the CIA had issued a 
report the previous March that pre¬ 
dicted a massive push from the north 
within three months: They even pro¬ 
vided him with the actual date of the 
invasion. But General Charles 
Willoughby, MacArthur’s G-2, chose to 
ignore it. In retrospect, he should have been 
court-martialed for dereliction of duty 
because of the number of American lives 
that this stupid bit of culpability eventually 
cost the nation. It is interesting that among 
his own, the German-bom Willoughby who 
changed his name from Weidenbach after 
he emigrated to the U.S. was known as “Sir 
Charles” for his pomposity. 

For a while, having ignored the obvious, 
it seemed that the communists might drive 
the defenders — including the entire army 
of the Republic of Korea (ROK) — into the 
sea. It was a close-run thing. 

Less than three months later, on 15 
September, in a bold move to relieve the 
pressure in the south, MacArthur pulled 
off the landing at Inchon, the greatest coup 
of his life. For him it was more glorious 
than the Cote-de-Chatillon of 1918 or 
Leyte in 1944. 

Against all odds, this 70-year-old veter- 
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an was able to persuade the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff in Washington to allow him to do the 
impossible: to launch an amphibious 
assault that completely reversed the for¬ 
tunes of war. 

It should never have happened. The tides 
in the narrow approaches to Inchon harbor 
range more than 30 feet twice each day , 
which meant that berthing and unloading 
the hundreds of ships involved in Operation 
Chromite, were constantly interrupted. And 
the weather at that time of year was precar¬ 
ious: There was actually a cyclone heading 
for the peninsula, but it veered north a day 
before the landings. 

Also, the place was not only Korea’s sec¬ 
ond largest port; it was only 15 miles from 
Seoul and should, in theory, 
have been powerfully 
defended but was not. Add 
to that, the fact that in 1950, 

Inchon was the most impor¬ 
tant road and rail hub in 
Korea: a vital link in the 
main North Korean People’s 
Army (NKPA) supply line 
to their forces around Pusan. 

“Take Inchon,” Mac- 
Arthur argued with charac¬ 
teristic vigor to his col¬ 
leagues on the JCS (almost 
all of whom, at one time or 
another, had served under 
him) “and the Commies in 
the south will starve.” 

While almost none of it 
made sense just then, there 
was nobody strong enough 
in Washington to oppose 
him: Mac Arthur had an 
annoying and consistent 
trait of keeping everybody 

— including the President 

— in the dark as to how 
exactly he was going to pull 
it off. More surprising, the 
JCS allowed it to happen, 
even though there were 
powerful arguments to the 
contrary. 

As we now know, 

MacArthur did exactly what 
he said he would and with 
surprisingly low allied 
casualties. Someone commented of Inchon 
afterwards, that though much smaller than 
the Normandy landings, it was a dozen 
times more difficult. In a tactical master¬ 
stroke for which MacArthur got full credit, 
it went off without a hitch. 

Yet, what neither MacArthur nor 
Washington had counted on, was the effect 
of his forces pushing north, virtually to the 
Yalu River would have on Beijing. Both 
Korea and China share the Yalu as a com¬ 
mon border. Mao Zedong reacted promptly 
not long afterwards by sending southwards 
a million of his own Red Army troops. The 
result, as we now know, was in excess of 
37,000 Americans killed in the three year 
Korean campaign or a rate of attrition 
almost three times as high, proportionately, 


as America suffered during 12 years of 
fighting in Vietnam. 

Cold Steel 

Early December, a couple of months 
after the Chinese invasion, Captain Millet 
was flying north of Pyongyang as an 
observer for the 25th US Division in a U.S. 
Army L-Y Piper Cub, piloted by a Captain 
Jim Lawrence. Two South African Air Force 
Flying Cheetah F-51 Mustangs had been 
tasked with knocking out a string of UN rail 
cars loaded with ammunition that had fallen 
into the hands of the enemy. 

One of the planes, piloted by Captain 
J.F.O. Davis, came in too low and his rock¬ 
ets struck the train amidships causing a 


tremendous explosion. For a few seconds he 
was knocked unconscious, but he did man¬ 
age to clear some hills that lay directly ahead 
and crash-landed immediately afterwards. 

The problem now facing the remaining 
South African Mustang was there were no 
rescue facilities available. Fortuitously, 
the Piper Cub was in the vicinity, and after 
appraising the situation, it landed skillful¬ 
ly on a narrow, twisting road. Captain 
Millett climbed out and gave the injured 
Davis his seat. 

Unarmed, well behind enemy lines and 
with enemy troops all over the place, Millett 
came under artillery fire several times 
before the little plane returned to haul him 
to safety. Again he had a bit of luck. On the 
ground, the Mustang started burning furi¬ 


ously, ‘cooking off’ .50 rounds from its six 
or eight machine guns. A Chinese Army 
group nearby kept their heads down, believ¬ 
ing that they were purposely being fired at. 
When one of them eventually did decide to 
investigate, Millett — still in hiding — shot 
him in the head. After that, the Reds stayed 
away until Jim Lawrence returned and he 
was rescued. 

For this action, Millett was mentioned in 
UN despatches and the event chronicled — 
with his photo — in the South African War 
Museum in Johannesburg. 

On eventually taking command of Easy 
Company — he requested an infantry post¬ 
ing after having been a forward observer 
who had made a bit of name for himself with 
the 8th Field Artillery 
Battalion — he initiated a 
few changes of his own. 
This included the order that 
each soldier was to carry 
half a dozen grenades 
(preferably more) and not 
the customary two. He also 
put two BARs in each 
squad. Last, he stressed the 
usefulness of the bayonet in 
close-quarter contact. Trou¬ 
ble was, few Americans in 
Korea carried them at the 
beginning and he had to 
scrounge blades from units 
that regarded them as super¬ 
fluous. 

Physical fitness against 
an enemy that believed that 
Americans “were weak, 
afraid to die and haven’t the 
courage to attack or defend” 
also became an important 
part of the daily regimen. 
Captain Millett had seen the 
document captured from a 
prisoner from the Chinese 
66th Army that declared that 
Americans “specialize in day 
fighting ... they are not 
familiar with night fighting 
and hand-to-hand combat. 
They are afraid of our big 
knives and grenades; also of 
our courageous attack, regu¬ 
lar combat and infiltration.” 

The ultimate insult was that “when in 
defeat they become dazed and completely 
demoralized,” which was odd since Mao’s 
people must have been aware of what took 
place barely five years before against 
Hitler’s divisions. 

In preparing for the offensive that was 
shaping up, Millett would point at a 7,000- 
ft. hill and tell his men to follow him up it. 
It wasn’t long before the men could run full- 
tilt down a treacherous snow-covered ridge 
or bound like mountain goats over rocky 
outcrops and high points. This effort, tough 
and unpleasant to begin with, was to stand 
the unit in good stead. 

The morning of 7 February 1951 was 
crisp and clear when Captain Millett 
received his orders. The week before, he 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 


The President of the United States of America, authorized 
by Act of Congress March 3, 1863 has aw a r d ed in the name of 
The Congress the Medal of Honor to 

CAPTAIN LEWIS L. MILLETT, USA 

for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life 
above and beyond the call of duty in action with the enemy: 


Captain Millett, Infantry (Artillery), Company E, 27th Infantry 
Regiment, distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty in action on 
7 February 1951 in the vicinity of Soam-Ni,Korea. While person¬ 
ally leading his company inan attack against a strongly held 
position he noted that the 1st Platoon was pinned down by small 
arms, automatic and antitank fire. Captain Millett ordered the 
3d Platoon forward, placed himself at the head of the two platoons, 
and with fixed bayonet, led the assault up the fire-swept hill* In 
the fierce charge Captain Millett bayoneted two enemy soldiers 
and boldly continued on,throwing grenades,clubbing and bayoneting 
the enemy, while urging his men forward by shouting encourage¬ 
ment. Despite vicious opposing fire the whirlwind hand-to-hand 
assault carried to the crest of the hill* His dauntless leadership 
and personal courage so inspired his men that they stormed into 
the hostile position and used their bayonets with such lethal 
effect that the enemy fled in wild disorder. During this fierce 
onslaught Captain Millett was wounded by grenade fragments 
but refused evacuation until the Objective was taken and firmly 
secured* The superb leadership, conspicuous courage, and 
consumatedevotion to duty demonstrated by Captain Millett 
were directly responsible for the successful accomplishment of 
a hazardous mission and reflect the highest credit on himself and 
the heroic traditions of the military service. 
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When asked what motivated him to lead what was an almost impossible bayonet charge against 
a well dug-in and fortified Chicom position, Colonel Millett replied that he had seen their propa¬ 
ganda claiming that Americans were afraid of hand-to-hand action. “That sure riled me, and I was 
all for proving otherwise,” he said. “Anyway,” he added, “my grandfather fought in the Civil War 
and he was pretty handy with a bayonet. I thought I would emulate him and I reckon I did ” 


and his men had been in two hot actions, 
one of which blooded his bayonet fighters. 
This time he was ordered along a stretch of 
road near the Korean village of Soam-Ni, in 
advance of the main body of troops. 

The notorious Hill 180 was one of a 
series of three knobs overlooking the U.S. 
route of advance and there appeared to be no 
enemy presence. The entire unit had almost 
passed when one of his men, Private Victor 
Cozares in the 3rd Platoon — which was 
supposed to give covering fire in the event 
of being attacked — scanned the ridge. 
Something wasn’t right, he recalled: There 
was just too much foliage at the top of what 
was otherwise a barren hill. He alerted the 
Captain on the company’s SCR-536 radio. 

By now others, following Cozares 
example, had spotted movement along the 
high points: It soon became clear that there 
was a powerful Chinese communist force 
dug into defensive positions along the crest 
of the hill. Observing that their cover had 
been blown, the Chinese started shooting. 

Within 10 minutes Millett had ordered 


I 

his two accompanying tanks off the road 
and told them to zero in with their guns 
half-way up the hill. They were to lay down 
fire until he signaled for them to stop. That 
would give him a chance to get where he 
had to. Moments later he ordered his men to 
fix bayonets and detached 14 of them from 
the group. He lead this squad at speed 
across the frozen fields to avoid enemy rifle 
and machine gun fire, which, by then, had 
become heavy. 

While the battle didn’t last long, the 
slog uphill was hard, interspersed by a 
complex' array of honeycombed trench-, 
lines and tunnels that required clearing. At 
one stage Millett called for more grenades 
and these were pitched at him, like base¬ 
balls, by those following behind. By now 
other elements under his command had 
begun encircling the hill and the Reds real¬ 
ized that this was no feint. 

Several times Millett and his men came 
under point blank fire and had to duck 
behind and below overhangs or use enemy 
fox holes for cover. Twice the Chinese 


turned buffalo guns (anti-tank weapons) on 
them in a desperate bid to dislodge the 
Americans. Slowly, Millet and his men 
inched their way upwards, but not without 
taking casualties: four of the 14 were killed, 
others were wounded. By the time it was 
over the main body of Chicoms had fled 
over the other side of the hill. 

When a nearby village fell the next day, 
the natives told intelligence officers that at 
least 60 of the North Korean survivors had 
been injured in the fight and had to be evac¬ 
uated. Captain Millett continued to lead his 
unit until the main force bucketed into the 
outskirts of Seoul. 

Asked by SOF what had motivated him 
to lead what was obviously an almost impos¬ 
sible bayonet charge against a well dug-in 
and fortified Chicom position, * Colonel 
Millett replied that he had seen their propa¬ 
ganda claiming that Americans were afraid 
of hand-to-hand action. “That sure riled me, 
and I was all for proving otherwise,” he said 
from his home in August 2000. 

“Anyway,” he added, “my grandfather 
fought in the Civil War and he was pretty 
handy with a bayonet. I thought I would 
emulate him and I reckon I did.” 

Al 3 . Venter is a long-time contributor to 
SOF and resides in the Northwest. ^ 
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is crusty, blunt, and at times can¬ 
tankerous. He is loved by some, 
abhorred, even ridiculed by others, 
but for nearly a generation 
Lieutenant Colonel Robert K. Brown, USAR 
(Ret.) has made an industry of attacking the 
“evil empire'’ through the finger-in-your-eye 
style of his magazine, Soldier Of Fortune. 

Whether perceived as an icon or nemesis, 
with this Silver Anniversary Issue Brown and 
SOF have been in Uncle Sam’s and every¬ 
body else’s face for a quarter-century. To the 
glee of many, and the chagrin of most, their favorite maverick publi¬ 
cation has just turned 25. 

Brown’s pursuit of a cause with an intractable mind set, often 
contradictory as hell and always vociferous, drove the KGB to label 
him an imperialist propagandist. To Brown, whose favorite lapel pin 
used to read: “I’d Rather Be Killing Communists,” that KGB ges¬ 
ture signaled success. 

Ask Brown how the magazine began, and his eyes will shoot 
fire: “At the end of Vietnam, for the first time in U.S. history, U.S. 
soldiers who had risked their lives for their country — the heroes 
whom the Vietnam saga produced — came dragging home in 
shame, confusion, and bewilderment. And the ultimate outrage — 
some spat on men in uniform when they returned from Southeast 
Asia. What we were witnessing was the consequences of the deni¬ 
gration of an entire generation of fighting men. Once back on 
American soil, the guys couldn’t get into civvies quickly enough. 


“The American public was unforgiving — 
the Vietnam vets were used as scapegoats for 
the fiickups of the politicians who had lost 
their war. The media portrayed nightly 
images of the slaughter, bad-mouthed the 
U.S. military and in many cases actually sup¬ 
ported the enemy. The academic community 
and the entertainment industry, as exempli¬ 
fied by the traitor Jane Fonda, further under¬ 
cut the public support for our war,” says 
Brown. 

“It was not uncommon for members of the 
‘peace generation’ to wish them, the Vietnam vets, dead. They 
would say as much, most often in public, usually to the accompani¬ 
ment of guitar music.” Brown recalled placing his curse: “A plague 
on all their houses!” He decided the veterans needed a voice, and the 
adventurous needed a message board. 

A Voice For The Vets 

Overnight, SOF offered Vietnam vets the recognition they 
deserved, a home in a sense, a meeting place for like souls. Like a 
banner, it acknowledged their sacrifices and continues to do so, 
loudly and loyally. 

And through the years, Vietnam has featured prominently in the 
pages of SOF. SOF readership is now older and a little more mel¬ 
low, but the magazine is never afraid to resuscitate the past. 
Although SOF, in line with just about every other print publication, 
has seen its circulation fall, the support from veterans and law 
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enforcement (roughly 12% of 
its readership, from the FBI on 
down) is unwavering. 

When Colonel Brown, 
against all odds, began this 
endeavor a quarter-century ago, 
he was fully aware that for pub¬ 
lishers, that era was sounding 
the death knell for some of the 
old standards our granddads 
read — titles like Argosy, True, 
Blue Book, Saga and a half- 
dozen others, some of which 
had survived World War II. 

“I needed to be sure that I 
had enough working capital to 
publish four issues in a year,” Brown recalls. “I set a target of 4,000 
prepaid subscriptions. If I didn’t reach my goal, I would simply 
return the owners’ checks,” which he kept in a shoe box hidden in 
his car. The rest is history. 

What emerged with issue Number One, published in July of 
1975, was the template that he and his editors would follow in all 
subsequent issues. Brown’s objectives have always been clear-cut. 
His enemies, invariably, were 
oppressive regimes to the left 
of the political spectrum: 

Russian, Chinese, Iraqi, 

Iranian, Cuban, Vietnamese, 

Palestinian — you name it. He 
tackled their agendas with 
gusto, usually in the pages of 
his magazine, or, preferably, in 
what he refers to as his own 
brand of “participatory journal¬ 
ism” on their home ground, 
often with the help of the local 
underground or resistance 
movement. SOF has trained 
troops, militias, revolutionaries 
and dissidents in more than a 
dozen countries in Africa, Asia, 

the Middle East and the Americas. “No doubt,” he muses, “if I were 
to pursue the same sort of thing today, Clinton and the nosepickers 
in the State Department would probably have me behind bars. Of 
course, if I decide to get involved in a future worthy cause, we sim¬ 
ply won’t write about it or identify the personnel involved.” 


Afghanistan 

“The most exhilarating experience in the world,” Churchill 
said, “is to be fired at with no effect.” To that famous maxim, the 
infamous Robert K. Brown added “... and to fire back” as he led 
an SOF team into Afghanistan in 1982 when the war was dramat¬ 
ically escalating. 

“You want kill Russians?” offered one of the mujahideen lead¬ 
ers. Brown leaped at the irresistible offer, the prospect of firing into 
a heavily fortified Soviet strongpoint in the valley below. “After 
all,” he declared afterward, “one waits a lifetime for such an oppor¬ 
tunity.” 

Never mind that the Red Army might retaliate, or that Soviet Air 
Force Mi-24 attack helicopters were undoubtedly searching for 


them across the battle front. Jim Coyne, author, contributing editor 
and Brown’s partner in the boondocks, well-programmed after 12 
years of experience as a TV cameraman, prepared to document the 
live action. 

The muj started hammering away at the grubby Russian fort 
located in the valley below with a captured Russian 14.5mm heavy 
machine-gun perched on a 
ridgeline. The only other 
weapon with enough range to 
reach the fort was an antiquat¬ 
ed British 3-inch Brandt- 
Stokes mortar that had been 
manufactured in 1936. 

Brown walked over to the 
mortar and dropped a round 
down the tube for the hell of 
it. “That’s for Vietnam,” he 
muttered. 

The Soviets were well- 
aware of Holy Fighters’ posi¬ 
tions. As Brown recounts, “It 
didn’t take us long to realize 
that the bastards were accu¬ 
rate. Remarkably so. We 
scrambled out of there with the Afghans before Russian air sup¬ 
port could arrive.” 

But Stingy With Stingers 

In 1989, Brown asked the Afghan rebel leader General Safi to let 
him shoot down a Russian aircraft with a Stinger missile. The CIA 
had provided the Afghans Stingers in 1986. (Many military analysts 
believe this was the beginning of the end for the Russians in 
Afghanistan). “When General Safi, who was an old buddy, refused, 
I said I’d settle for knocking out a Russian tank or two with a Milan 
missile. Again he said ‘No.’ 

“I said, ‘Safi, we’re old buddies, we just about got napalmed 
together, why won’t you let me blow up a Russian tank?’ Safi 
explained that he didn’t want to run the risk of having American 
journalists killed. And that was the end of that. I’m still pissed off.” 

The first time Brown and SOF visited the Afghan rebels was in 
September 1980. The mission was to cover the war, conduct some 
ad hoc training, and cause the Russians as much grief as possible. 
SOFe r Galen Geer already had gone farther into Afghanistan than 

any Western reporter, and had 
brought out never-before-seen 
Russian military equipment. 

One of the team, Major John 
Donovan, SOF’s explosives and 
demolitions contributing editor, 
was told by the rebels that the 
anti-tank land mines were not 
working. “The mines are all 
duds. They look good, but they 
no boom, they said.” It took a 
New York second for Donovan 
to rectify the problem: Showing 
how it was done, Donovan 
patiently explained to the 
Afghans that in order for the 
mines to go boom, they first had 
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to have a detonator screwed in. 

How many Russian tanks and 
APCs Donovan and SOF indi¬ 
rectly destroyed in Afghanistan 
will never be known. 

Many of the weapons the 
rebels deployed in their war of 
liberation — apart from mines, 
Stingers, mortars, artillery 
pieces, claymores, booby traps, 
triple-A guns and much else 
including training — came from 
the United States, although 
China also contributed, mostly 
small arms and automatic 
weapons. In their own way, the 
Russians also did their bit: A lot 
of what reached muj forces courtesy of the Soviet Union was cap¬ 
tured from them in battle. 

In mucking about Afghanistan, Brown and his crews noticed that 
a good deal of the hardware reaching the rebels had been dug out of 
some long-forgotten Pakistani ordnance depot. For instance, while 
following a truck carrying ammunition. Brown discovered later, that 
on board there were cases of linked .303 aircraft rounds manufac¬ 
tured in 1944. 

Going Where The Action Is 

Brown has either personally led groups of his own people or sent 
them independently into Afghanistan, the Sudan, El Salvador, 
Uganda, Rhodesia, Angola, the Congo, Lebanon, Mozambique, 
Burma, Laos, Chad, Nicaragua, Sierra Leone, Israel, Croatia, 
Bosnia and a good few others that he'd rather I didn’t write about. 

One of these adventures involved researching the feasibility of 
overthrowing the oppressive dictatorship of Surinam — this time 
with direct CIA involvement, coincidentally, which included money. 

Another of his efforts was to try to take over the Island of Abaco 
in the Bahamas immediately after the Bahamas decolonized from 
the British government. His plan was to set up an independent rule 
and appoint himself Minister of Defense. The self-styled Robin 
Hood planned to give the country’s impoverished peasants a piece 
of the action in a society dominated by tourists, corrupt politicians 
and big money. 

Had Brown chosen less conspicuous places in some remote 
corner of the world, rather than stage his activities in Uncle Sam’s 

backyard, this kind of activity 
might have been commendable. 
It could also have happened 
had it not involved Americans. 
Perhaps it’s perhaps just as well 
that both efforts came to 
naught. The coup in the 
Bahamas would have prompted 
a vigorous reaction from the 
Royal Navy, including a period 
in residence for Brown and his 
crew as guests of Her Majesty’s 
government. 

Brown was later informed by 
a former Delta operative that the 
U.S. government actually had 
contingency plans to take over 
Surinam, very much as it had 


done with Grenada. The 
Pentagon was concerned that 
Surinam’s leader had crept 
into bed with a variety of left¬ 
ist regimes. The operation was 
canceled because the Surinam 
dictator, Bourterse, sent home 
all his Cuban advisers after the 
Grenada invasion, fearing the 
same fate as his counterpart. 

Perhaps Brown’s inspira¬ 
tion in part was having missed 
out on one of Fat Ralph 
Edens’ adventures, except for 
the visit to a U.S. jail, that is. 

Fat Ralph had attempted to 
make the world a better place 
by bombing the palace of “Papa Doc” Duvalier, the Haitian tyrant. 
Hoping to mount a popular insurrection, Edens and his pals rolled 
out 33-gallon drums of homemade napalm from the door of an anti¬ 
quated Lockheed Super Constellation. 

Unfortunately, only one of the improvised Molotov Cocktails 
exploded in the palace courtyard. The rest exploded in downtown 
Port au Prince, setting half the city on fire. Edens claims that he was 
responsible for a Haitian urban renewal program. 

That he quite often succeeded didn’t hang easily with the State 

Department or with an estab¬ 
lishment that, at best, could 
sometimes be duplicitous in 
setting its own agendas. But 
then most times, the man 
tended to champion the 
underdog. 

Did Well, Done Good 

Although things are a bit 
different now, there was a 
time when RKB was the soft¬ 
est touch east of the Rockies. 
If you had a cause, obscure, 
but worthy — or a problem — 
you came to Uncle Bob. The 
number of people he has 
helped (and a fair proportion 
he had never met before) is legendary. Many, particularly some of 
the individuals from the Vietnam epoch, had physical disabilities. 
Others had personal problems. If warranted, Brown would lend a 
hand. And sometimes unexpectedly, as in the case of Giang Bang 
La, who had been Brown’s interpreter at Tong Le Chon, his Special 
Forces A-Camp during the Vietnam War. 

Giang’s story takes place several years after the Vietnam War 
ended. Before being posted home. Brown had given Giang his card 
and told him that if he ever got Stateside, he should look him up. 

Giang buried the card near the mango tree in his garden. Seven 
years later, having organized a boat and an escape party, Giang and 
his group headed out to sea. The refugees were spotted by a West 
German merchant ship, the Kap Anamour, and taken aboard. 

Any ship that snatched people from the sea was held to be 
responsible for them. Unless they could show that they had a 
sponsor, the refugees were taken to the flagship country. Although 
the merchantman’s first port of call was the Philippines, the other 
698 Vietnamese boat people were taken to Hamburg, Germany: 
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Everyone, that is, except Giang and his family of five. Giang 
flashed Uncle Bob’s yellowed, mildewed old card that probably 
once had mushrooms growing on it to show that he had friends 
where it mattered. 

Within days, SOF* s offices had been contacted and Brown 
agreed to sponsor the family to come to the United States. Giang 
worked for some years in the magazine’s mail department before he 
moved on. He’s still in Boulder, his children have received an 
American education and joined the all-American dream — a house, 
two cars and a television. Brown subsequently contacted a personal 
friend, Bill Bell, who was assigned to a POW/M1A recovery task 

force. Brown explained that 
Giang’s mother would not get a 
visa application approved for 
several years and asked, “Bill, 
will you give me a hand on 
this?” Bill replied, “I’ll take 
care of it.” Bill went down to 
the visa office, took Giang’s 
mother’s visa application off 
the bottom of the pile and put it 
on the top of the pile, accelerat¬ 
ing the process by two or three 
years. Brown was invited to her 
80th birthday party as this issue 
was going to press. 

Official Scrutiny 

Occasionally, the antics of 
the founder of SOF got him into trouble. He has been investigated 
— occasionally at the instigation of Congress — by just about every 
security establishment in the country, including the Justice 
Department. The FBI has questioned him a dozen times. He reckons 
that more than once they tried to set him up, using provocateurs to 
advocate ridiculous schemes that would certainly have landed him 
in prison. 

One time a gray-suited adventurer “with the requisite short- 
back-and-sides and patent leather shoes,” offered him a number of 
Ail-10 automatic weapons, claiming that he had smuggled them 
into America concealed in a container of oil drilling equipment and 
that there was a lot more where that consignment came from. 
Another time it was a silencer for a firearm, at a SHOT Show. 

The ultimate irony, perhaps, was that with the onset of perestroi¬ 
ka , the colonel eventually cut a deal with a group of businessmen in 
Moscow to publish a Russian 
edition of SOF. That crashed 
when the economy went down. 

Almost 300 editions since it 
first appeared, Soldier Of 
Fortune has, over the years, 
developed a remarkable person¬ 
ality. It has always been in an 
ill-defined category of its own, 
offering a combination of arm¬ 
chair adventure yams, weapons 
scoops, war stories, political 
commentary and much more. 

The magazine has main¬ 
tained an editorial policy that is 
patently independent, often 
fiercely so. At the instigation of 


Brown, SOF has conducted its 
own investigations into a vari¬ 
ety of scandals; some of them 
botched FBI operations such 
as at Waco and Ruby Ridge. 
SOF also exposed the fact that 
the BATF was developing its 
own air force. What came out 
of that scoop, as a result of a 
congressional inquiry, resulted 
in the BATF being ordered to 
terminate their fledgling air 
operations. 

He has had his share of get¬ 
ting into the hair of the mili¬ 
tary, one of the reasons, no 
doubt, why SOF was never 
invited to participate in media pool activities during Operation 
Desert Storm. 

Professional Outsiders 

When it needed to, the magazine has also taken a strong line on 
the shortcomings in some of the scrapes in which U.S. forces have 
been involved. Among these were Panama, the Somali debacle, 
Desert Storm, and the Balkans. Consequently, as far as the Pentagon 
is concerned, Soldier Of Fortune does not rate comment. And while 
it would be unusual for any serving officer to admit that he actually 
subscribes to the magazine, many do. 

An iconoclast to the last, 

Brown — erstwhile armored car 
guard, health studio instructor, 
freelance photojournalist, ditch 
digger, cowboy, trail crew fore¬ 
man, private investigator, logger 
and hard-rock miner — usually 
responds to unwarranted criti¬ 
cism by telling his adversaries 
to “go and fuck” themselves. 

While Brown has his share 
of detractors, there are also 
those who appreciate what the 
magazine has done, and have 
gone to bat for him. 

Joseph Goulden, a former 
deputy-director at Accuracy In 
Media , a conservative watchdog organization, admitted that he reg¬ 
ularly read the magazine. “They report [on events] at a depth you 
don’t find anywhere else ... and I can’t see myself spending a com¬ 
parable amount of time with Time just to see what [its chief politi¬ 
cal correspondent] happens to think. I just don’t care that much,” he 
stated in an interview in the publishing trade magazine Folio . 

So, too, did the Detroit Free Press laud his role in blasting right- 
wing militias for their extremist views in an article titled “Leading 
the Charge.” It went on:“Lately, in columns and articles, Brown’s 
magazine has been attacking domestic terrorists as enemies of lib¬ 
erty (and as a director of the NRA) of law-abiding gun owners.” 

Soldier Of Fortune, it said, had devoted long articles to debunk¬ 
ing two widespread myths that were then being promulgated by 
militia-type conspiracy theorists. The first of these was a fleet of 
black helicopters had been readied for use as part of a crazy New 
World Order by UN stormtroopers or American soldiers under UN 






64 


25th Anniversary Issue 


SOLD16R OF FORTUNE ^ NOVEMBER 2000 












command. The other was that a 
train of flatbed cars carrying UN 
tanks and armored cars had been 
sighted in Utah. 

The St. Louis Post Dispatch 
was possibly closest to the truth 
when it declared that SOF 
derived pleasure “from tweak¬ 
ing the nose, not only of the 
establishment but also the liber¬ 
als.” Not many are aware that 
Brown is a registered Democrat 
simply because he votes in the 
primaries for a pro-gun 
Democratic county commis¬ 
sioner. 

The Right Stuff 

Unlike today, when a person’s CV might include something 
about having flown combat or served as a grunt in Vietnam — peo¬ 
ple are proud of having been there — you don’t need the memory of 
an elephant to recall that the ’70s were bad news for those who had 
been involved in the longest war in America’s history. But Brown’s 
editorial formula was more than support for veterans: He took his 
magazine a step further, and SOF’s formula, its raison d’etre, was 
as basic then as it is today. 

SOF incorporates healthy dollops of rip-roaring action which, 
though sometimes a little over the top, are always based on fact. 
Many of its articles are set in exotic locales. There are also, when 
the occasion warrants it, expos¬ 
es of as many shortcomings in 
Washington, D.C., as in what 
was then the communist world. 

All of it is packaged in the kind 
of page-turning, “I was there” 
wide-eyed combat adventure 
that provides an immediacy 
that no other publication in 
America enjoys. A large part of 
the magazine’s strength is that 
its style allows veterans to 
relate to events that might cur¬ 
rently be in the news. 

Brown’s latest venture 
included sending a staffer on a 
five-week assignment to Sierra 
Leone, where he flew combat 
in a Russian Mi-24 attack helicopter piloted by a South African mer¬ 
cenary with an Ethiopian ground staff. The eclectic flight crew was 
supplemented by a Shi’ite Lebanese gunner, a former British SAS 
operative who holds an OBE from the Queen for his role in the 
Iranian embassy drama in London some years ago, and a “volun¬ 
teer” sidegunner who could only have been attached to French intel¬ 
ligence. 

It has been that way from the start. Having established the mag¬ 
azine, Soldier Of Fortune was the new boy on the block and the 
magazine quickly proved a hit. His choice of name, too, had a mys¬ 
tique that a lot of people — especially former servicemen — liked. 

The new publication also made Brown enough money to afford 
him the ability to do his own thing, such as building a full-sized mil¬ 
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itary base inside Laos, then in a state of war with its neighbors, with 
a 130-man army of H’mong tribesmen for protection. 

The initial idea was to provide an SOF team with a headquarters 
which could be used to snatch a group of perhaps 22 POWs in the 
north of the country. The Pentagon took him seriously enough for 
Admiral Alan Paulson, then director of the POW/MIA program 
under the Defense Intelligence Agency to offer Brown a list of all the 
missing pilots’ call signs if he were to come up with specific names 
from the war era. It was not only the first time it had happened, but 
the gesture was essential. In negotiations with the governor of one of 
the Laotian provinces. Brown had agreed to pay $20,000 for each 
POW that the man handed over. At the same time, to avoid being 

stung, he had to know what he 
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was getting for his cash. 

As he says, “without some 
sort of identification, those 
mothers could have handed me 
every junkie in Southeast Asia 
and I wouldn’t have known 
better.” 

As it happened, little came 
of the enterprise, though he 
admits that it was interesting. 
With China just then sparring 
with Hanoi (and Laos a client 
state of the Vietnamese), “we 
had our share of scrapes.” In 
the end he struck camp before 
the Laotian Air Force 
napalmed them. 


Editorial Impact, With Impact 

Another war in which Brown and his colleagues were seriously 
involved was Rhodesia. SOF staff members made many trips there, 
and John Coleman, one of the mercenaries who served in the 
Rhodesian Light Infantry — already a budding writer — eventually 
became editor of the magazine. Brown was told by a Rhodesian 
army recruiting officer that the majority of the 450 or more 
Americans who fought with the Rhodesian armed forces signed up 
because of SOF. This did not win any friends in the liberal Carter 
Administration, who sniffed that SOF may have been within the let¬ 
ter of the law, but not within the spirit. 

While most things that Brown and his boys have done in the past 
quarter-century were exciting, 
none of the more serious impli¬ 
cations linked to international 
power politics escaped this 
graduate of the University of 
Colorado, who holds a Master’s 
in political science. 

His regular reading list 
includes, among others. The 
Wall Street Journal, Foreign 
Affairs, Middle East Policy ; The 
New York Times and The New 
Republic. He also likes to get 
into many of the publications 
put out by Britain’s Jane’s 
Information Group, which are 
also circulated among his staff. 
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Go to his house and Brown is 
invariably reading half a dozen 
books concurrently: Most are 
histories. As might be expected, 
the man is a war buff. He has, 
over the years, accumulated an 
encyclopedic store of knowl¬ 
edge about all the conflicts in 
which America has been 
involved. 

Now, close to 70, his mem¬ 
ory is phenomenal, even if his 
hearing is, as one of his old 
buddies commented, “Shit!” 

He’s met presidents and 
kings, mixed with reprobates 
and revolutionaries of all 
shades and, for a while, even 
went to Cuba to join in Castro’s revolution, which caused him end¬ 
less security problems in later years. Yet Bob Brown is emphatic: 
“I’m just a simple country boy.” 

Blue-collar though his background may be — and there were 
times when his family was so poor they were kept alive on a com¬ 
bination of stewed prunes and 
eggs — the publisher of 
Soldier Of Fortune has come 
a long way. Over the years, 
the popularity of the maga¬ 
zine has allowed him to do 
things that most people can 
only dream about. 

These have included oper¬ 
ational visits to Africa, help¬ 
ing hurricane victims in the 
Dominican Republic, a suc¬ 
cession of insertions into 
Afghanistan, training sniping 
teams with the Christian 
forces in Lebanon, hunting 
guerrillas in Rhodesia, visits 
to the Sudan to find out if the 
Khartoum government was 
using nerve gases against southern Christian/animist insurgents, 
support for dissident Karen tribespeople against the Burmese and 
many more. 

Finding Its Niche 

What became manifest after the first handful of issues appeared 
was that Brown had suddenly made an important breakthrough in 
the coverage of events that you don’t often see on your neighbor¬ 
hood newsstand. Within four years the magazine’s circulation had 
topped 100,000. A few years later it had risen by another 50%. One 
year, fairly early on, SOF grossed $7 million. 

As anybody involved in the business will tell you, this was 
unusual in the convoluted world of magazine publishing and it was 
clear to all that the colonel had read his market correctly. Most of his 
support — then and now — came from people who had served in 
the armed forces or in law enforcement. 

Those most closely involved with its production claim that its 
readership remains in a higher income bracket than most other mag¬ 


azines that are not into 
finance, tech or something 
high-falutin’. Case in point: At 
last year’s SOF Convention, 
one of the exhibitors, gunmak- 
er Ronnie Barrett, was selling 
a .50 caliber Ultra-long-range 
rifle. He took orders for more 
than 20 at well over $5,000 a 
piece. 

Also, as incumbent editor 
Dwight Swift points out, its 
subscription renewal rate is 
proportionately higher than 
most better-known magazines 
“There are not many publica¬ 
tions that can make that 
claim,” he declares. 

As Brown would say, “We’re into adventure, goddammit. Only 
we do it first, we do it better, and most important, we do it.” He 
backed that up with an anecdote: 

Great Grenada Grab 

After the U.S. invasion of Grenada in 1983, Brown and Jim 
Graves, another of his editors, returned to the States with a suit¬ 
case full of captured documents — most of them secret. All had 
been rifled from the offices of the Grenada Deputy Minister of 
Defense and the prime minister’s office. Notably, Brown and his 
group hadn’t been the first ones there: U.S. intelligence agents 
who had landed with the invading force had visited both places 
before them and obviously hadn’t done a very good job. 

The material that Brown chanced upon indicated that Cuba and 
the Soviets were turning Grenada into a strategic military base, a 
kind of Cuban/Soviet military and intelligence fortress in the 
Caribbean, and at a time when the Cold War was on boil. On his 
return, Brown called Time magazine and told them what he had. 
They flew out an editor and photographer to Boulder to evaluate the 
material. The next issue of Time carried a feature piece on what 
Brown and Graves had found. 

An interesting aside here is that, among hundreds of journalists 
who had gathered in Barbados and who were clamoring to make it 
aboard the final USAF C-130 that took the media contingent to the 

island, Brown was the last to 
board. Bear in mind that jour¬ 
nalists eager to get to Grenada 
were five-deep: Every man 
jack hoped for a seat on an 
aircraft that, at best, can only 
take about 100. 

As always, Brown had a 
plan. He had no intention of 
being left out and Jay Mallin, 
one of SOF’s specialists on 
South and Central America, 
just happened to have two sets 
of press credentials, both 
heavyweight. Consequently, 
when the name “Robert 
Brown — Readers Digest ” 
was called, the cumulative 
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gasp from his fellow hacks 
could be heard on the far side 
of the runway. 

As Brown says with a 
characteristic evil smile: 

“You’ve got to know a few 
tricks in this game, sonny. If 
you don’t, you’re sunk.” 

He has an equally outra¬ 
geous tale to tell of how, in 
1991, by now almost 60, this 
tough, leather-skinned, 
tobacco-chewing veteran 
conned somebody into 
believing he was a combatant 
in the Gulf War. Despite 
numerous frustrations prior 
to the invasion, he became 
the first Western journalist to enter Kuwait City, and did so as the 
guest of a Saudi prince. Brown was part of the Royal entourage at 
the head of a combined Saudi/Kuwaiti armored brigade that 
entered Kuwait City. 

Finally, A Triumphal March 

American forces, by then, were already on the outskirts of the 
city. As a courtesy — as had happened a couple of generations 
before, when General Eisenhower allowed future President de 
Gaulle and his men to precede U.S. forces into Paris — the Arab 
army was allowed to lead the way. 

His Gulf War assignment was not a happy one. Tony Horwitz 
of The Wall Street Journal wrote patronizingly about this old war 
horse, frustrated by the machinations of a multinational military 
bureaucracy gone berserk. In his article he referred to SOF as “a 

sort of trade magazine for mer¬ 
cenaries and the lunatic fringe” 
and took an almost vicarious 
delight at Brown having been 
shoved aside by the military 
together with the rest of the 
media lumpenproletariat . That 
was a pity because it’s certain¬ 
ly not the Journal's style. Also, 
Horwitz hadn’t done his home¬ 
work. 

He highlighted Brown’s 
almost brazen disdain for jour¬ 
nalists who knew little about 
the military or the task that 
faced Coalition Forces against 
a nation that everybody was 
aware had stocks of chemical and biological weapons. The Iraqis 
also had an advanced nuclear weapons program, Horwitz told his 
readers that Brown had taken to labeling his colleagues “boobs 
and dorks.” What he didn’t say was that for the first time in more 
than a century, the majority of the media covering the war hadn’t 
the vaguest idea of what it was all about, except that the enemy 
was Saddam Hussein and that Kuwait had to be liberated. Most 
wouldn’t have been able to tell the difference between a BRDM 
and a BQM drone. 

To pass the time, said Horwitz, Brown and his two associates 


— ex-Legionnaire Paul Fanshaw and former Deputy Commander 
of Rhodesia’s Grey Scouts, Major Mike Williams — kept a list of 
“Boobs of the Briefings,” reporters who asked dumb questions at 
the daily news conferences: “Can you give us the bridge philoso¬ 
phy as regards the bridge targeting?” (Answer: to destroy 
bridges). And “How long a war can you tell the American people 
to be prepared for — weeks or months?” (Answer: Weeks or 
months). 

Horwitz said that the trio fantasized about asking shocking 
questions like “When do you plan to start dropping napalm?” 

An interesting aside here, as Brown observed in one of his 
columns, was that while coverage of the Gulf War was bad — 
abysmally so — and very few of those who had been accredited 
as correspondents had even begun to master the fundamentals of 
modern-day conflict (never mind the terminology, which is a 
given in any discipline) most 
editors, when Kosovo came 
along, did at least make an 
effort not to repeat past mis¬ 
takes. 

But it hadn’t happened by 
the time the Balkan war broke 
out. On assignment in Sarajevo 
with Bob MacKenzie, the two 
men were present when a 
woman reporter from one of 
New York’s prestigious glamour 
magazines complained about 
Serb sniping activity in the city. 

“For Heaven’s sake,” she 
exclaimed with indignation, 

“why doesn’t somebody throw 
landmines at those snipers?” 

“Rewarding” Journalism 

A few other events, which made news in the pages of SOF 
over the years, included a $100,000 reward for the first 
Nicaraguan pilot to defect from the Central American state with a 
Soviet-built Mi-24 helicopter gunship. After a meeting with Lt. 
Col. Oliver North in the Old Executive Building, that amount was 
upped to a million dollars, with North’s office vouchsafing to 
underwrite the balance. While no Nicaraguan crew ever took the 

bait, one of the immediate 
results — once that issue hit 
the newsstands — was that 
the Nicaraguan Air Force 
suspended operations against 
the Contras for almost a 
month while trustworthy 
Cuban pilots were brought in 
as replacements, which was 
the objective of the project in 
the first place. 

Before that, Brown had 
offered $10,000 in gold for 
the return “in one piece” of 
the Ugandan tyrant, Idi 
Amin, There were no takers 
there, either, though an SOF 
staffer was one of the first 
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foreign journalists to go 
through Amin’s bedroom 
after it had been pillaged by 
Tanzanian troops. What he 
discovered was a bag full of 
gold-plated medals, which he 
grabbed and took back to his 
hotel with him: Some of 
these, incidentally, eventual¬ 
ly ended up in Colorado. 

Later that day, the SOF 
man returned with another 
group of “journalists” — 
Russians, Israelis, 

Americans, British and oth¬ 
ers, none of whose bylines he 
recognized — and went 
through an adjoining house 
on Kampala’s Nakasero Hill. It had been used by a PLO terror 
group as a bomb-making factory. Lying innocuously on one of 
the window sills, with a European address on it, was a letter 
bomb. 

Deciding to grab it on the way out— nobody at SOF had ever 
been able to examine one of these devices up close — he was 
beaten to the draw, probably by the Mossad . The local KGB 
“journalist” was excluded from the chase because it was, after 
all, Moscow’s money that had been funding the Palestinians. 

Another offer made in SOF not long afterward was $100,000 
to the first person who 
could bring back a sample 
of “yellow rain” from 
Southeast Asia. Though 
there were quite a few fake 
offers, including a con, who 
for $10,000, sold the 
Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation an alleged 
“yellow rain” round that 
appeared to be an RPG-7 
that had been painted yel¬ 
low. On analysis it was 
found to be an RPG-7 round 
painted yellow. It was SOF 
staffer, Jim Coyne, who 
eventually brought the first 
“yellow rain” sample back 
to America. It was later 
handed to a government office for analysis. 

Coyne was eventually called to testify on the matter before a 
Congressional sub-committee. Though Washington was reluc¬ 
tant to acknowledge, horror of all horrors, that SOF might have 
had a hand, Brown did eventually get a back-handed comple¬ 
ment for his efforts from one of the Congressmen involved. 
Congressman Leach, of Iowa. That was one of several such 

episodes. 
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Intelligence Scoops 

Looking back, it is evident 
that today there are few, if any 
other publications that have 
been able to match SOF' s 
record of intelligence firsts. 
Having outfoxed the KGB 
and several times scooped the 
CIA, the magazine has con¬ 
sistently beat other defense 
journals on both sides of the 
Atlantic in coming up with 
something new. Eventually, it 
happened so often that it 
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egular readers of Soldier Of Fortune magazine are 
familiar with SOF’s continuing support of the 
freedom fighter. What is not as well known is that 
for the last 25 years the same writers you have 
trusted for the real story, from where the action is, have volun¬ 
teered for active-duty^ training the ground-pounders who have 
been the buffer between tyranny and umbrella drinks. 

Often times the distant bureaucrats do not have the proper per¬ 
spective and send too little, too late. SOF publisher Robert K. 
Brown and his band of happy hoodlums (actually highly trained 
professionals, most of them Vietnam vets) have frequently stepped 
up to the plate to fill in the training gaps where they could. 

From El Salvador to Bosnia, the more things changed, the more 
they stayed the same. Robert K. Brown was given the same basic 
request: Turn the locals, many lacking in formal training but brim¬ 
ming with enthusiasm, into a cohesive fighting force. A force to be 
reckoned with. A force that could staunch the wounds of tyranny. 
The only hurdles would be time, money and incoming fire. 
Naturally, these special projects would require improvisation, 
because it was Uncle Bob, not uncle Sugar, footing the bill. Combat 
and tactics will always boil down to this universal mission state¬ 
ment: Inflict the most damage with the least expense. Given the lim¬ 
itations imposed on the SOF crews, they had to focus on unconven¬ 
tional warfare, small-unit tactics, ambushes and sniping. 

Casualties are one of the inevitable products of combat. In the 
underdeveloped areas of the world the concept of medivacing is 
more science fiction then reality, thus the skills of the medic and the 
supplies of the field hospital are of critical importance. Many of the 
medical missions of RRII (see story, this issue) focused on training 
local medics and doctors. 

The following is a brief overview of SOF training missions suit¬ 
able to appear in the pages of SOF over the last 25 yedrs. Many of 
the back issues are still available (call SOF Back Issue department 
at 303-449-3750 to inquire about specific issues). 

“Embattled El Salvador: Has The U.S, Forgotten How To Win A 
War?” by Robert K. Brown 

(Appeared in September 1983, Vol.8 No.9) 

When the Special Forces advisers proved insufficient, Soldier Of 
Fortune magazine quickly stepped in to fill the void. SOF team 
included: Robert K. Brown, Alexander M.S. McColl, John Early, 
Peder Lund, John Donovan, Peter G. Kokalis, Ralph Edens, Dr. 
John Peters. 

“Update From El Salvador,” by SOF Staff 
(Appeared in January 1984, Vol.9 No.l) 

When communism was knocking at our back door in Central 
America the United States asked Salvadoran grunts to fight the good 
fight for us. Robert K. Brown and Soldier Of Fortune magazine felt 
it was the least they could do to provide them with support. SOFs 
team included: Robert K. Brown, Alexander M.S. McColl, John 
Early, Ben Jones, Cliff Albright, John Donovan, Peter G. Kokalis, 
Ralph G. Edens, John Padgett, Philip Gonzales, Thomas D. 
Reisinger. 

“Arms And The Atlacatl: SOF Trains Salvadoran Immediate 
Reaction Battalion,” by Peter G. Kokalis 
(Appeared in January 1984, Vol.9 No.l) 

SOF Technical Editor waged a personal war against communism 
in Central America. Read more about Kokalis’s 21 missions to El 


68 


25th Anniversary Issue • SOLDI6R OF FORTUNE ^ NOV6MB6R 2000 



Salvador starting on page 83. 

“House-To-House In Morazan: SOFs Legionnaire with the 
Cazadores,” by Paul Fanshaw 

(Appeared in June 1984, Vol. 9 No. 6) 

SOF staffer finds that some times the student becomes the 
teacher when he is placed in a training role with the 217-man 
Cazadores (hunter) company in the Morazan province of El 
Salvador. | , yv 
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“Refugee Relief International, Inc. Prescription For Central 
America: Teamwork Spells Relief for Needy,” by SOF staff 
(Appeared in August 1984, Vol. 9 No. 8) 

Not all training missions include Death From Above. SOF , 
Refugee Relief International, Inc. and/indlvidua|sspiade a differ¬ 
ence in fighting communism by helping the people of Central 
America, Southwest and Southeast Asia with desperately needed 
medical supplies and know-how. 

“Taking It To The Streets: SOF Trains Salvadorans in Urban 
Warfare,” by Steve Salisbury ' * 

(Appeared in August 1984, Vol. 9 No. 8) , 

In the mid ’80s in El Salvador, urban combat was a way of life. 
SOF staffers Bill Brooks, Ben Jones, Dennis Daly, John Donpvan 
and Steve Salisbury teach the Salvadorans the latest, U.S. doctrine 
of how to attack and clear a town. 

“SOF Trains Contras: Under Rockets Red Glare” by Harry 
Claflin 

(Appeared October 1990) 

SOF and General J. Singlaub organize a training mission for 
select units, for a deep-penetration operation into Nicaragua: Team 
Liaison, Robert K. Brown; Team Leader, Devin Benson; Team 
Medical Specialist, Phil Topaz; Demolition Specialist,;LW.^^ Harper- 
Marksmanship. & Operations 
& Communications Specialist, Harry Claflin. : 

‘‘Return Of La Pahtera Rosa: SOF’s Tech Editor Trains Salvo 
SWAT,” by Peter G. Kokalis 

(Appeared November 1990, Vol. 15 No. Ilf 
Peter G. Kokalis and Mark Evan give 24 members of the. 45 
man Equipo de Reaction Especial (Special Reaction team, or ERE) 
a five-day crash course in small arms. 

“Sniper School: SOF *s Technical Editor Trains Salvador 


(Appeared August 1992, Vol.17 No.8) 

Three American doctors, Dr. David Crowder, Dr. Forrest Smith 
and Dr. John Peters travel to Thailand and Burma to instruct Karen 
physicians in battlefield surgical techniques. ' , 

f ; “On The Firing Line With Bosnia’s King Tomislav Brigade,” by 
Col. Robert K. Brown 

(Appeared April 1993, Vol, 18 No. 4) 
t- Whea n^pne.else can get the job done SOF sends a Training 
team tb warytorri Bosnia. For two weeks Col. Brown and his crew 
jJ^whatthe^cahto battle “the Nazis of the ’90s.” Crew includes: 
Advance Teajm/Support And Logistics, Col. Alex McColl and 
Robin^Anthohy;; Demolition Specialist, Maj. John Donovan, 
USAR, Ret| Machine Gun Specialist, Peter G. Kokalis; Sniping 
and Reconnaissance Specialists, Col. Mike Peck, USA (Ret.), 
Major Robert Jordan; Staff Management, Artillery Fire Control 
Crater/Fragment Analysis Specialist, Col. Alex McColl, 

“Classic Arms, Croatian Courage: SOF Tech Editor Trains 
Balkan Machine Gunners,” by Peter G. Kokalis 
(AppearedApril 1993, Vol. 18 No. 4) 

> V Kdkalis gives the King Tomislav Brigade with their eclectic col- 
leption of weaponry a crash course in the finer points of machine 
_ - v . 1 
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j: %vc0j^rFoz A Few ‘Pretty Good’ Shots: SOFs Crash Course 
For Bosnian Volunteers,” by Bob Jordan 
(Appeared May 1993, Vol. *8 No. 5) •* 

Mike Peck and Bob Jordan conduct a sniping workshop as part 
of Soldier Of Fortune's trip to Bosnia in December 1992. 

’ * - \ 

* C'LTfia^overyiew has not been inclusive. Perhaps two examples of 
, many individual staffers will serve to illustrate the whole. Harry 
Claflin, foriexample, spent nine years in El Salvador and nearby 
environs, as: military adviser to El Salvador Airborne, military 
adviser for JGG.E. projects, weapons trainer for El Salvador Air 
Force pilots, military adviser to El Salvadoran Airborne S-2, mili¬ 
tary advise? to El Salvadoran Air Force S-2, military security advis¬ 
er for base security at Uopango and Cpmalapa Air Bases in El 
Salvador, a couple training missions with ihe Contras (one of which 
was in Nicaragua). 

Some staffers were involved in various aspects of training both as 
a paid professional and as a volunteer. A good case in point is Rob 
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Special Reaction Team,” by Peter G. Kokalis 
(Appeared September 1991, VoL 16 No.9) 

Peter Kokalis and Chris Mayer teach the good guys to squeeze 
the trigger at a first-level sniper class. 

“Reach Out And H.I.T.T. Someone: SOFs Kokalis Upgrades 
Salvadoran SRT Skills,” by Peter G. Kokalis 
(Appeared March 1992, Vol.17 No.3) 

Peter G. Kokalis and Chris Mayer rack up the frequent flyer 
miles in another trip to instruct the ERE in a Level-H Counter- 
Sniper Course based on the principals of Louis Awerbuck and the 
Yavapai’ Firearms Academy. « . i 

“Combat And Caring: SOF’s Medical Team Coaches Karen 
‘Doctors;’ ” by Dr. John Peters 


Krott, who Qver-the past decade has been a civilian volunteer teach¬ 
ing an M60 course in El Salvador, adviser/instructor to a Croatian 
Commando unit in Sisak* assistant team chief of a Somali linguist 
unit during Operation Restore Hope, infantry tactics instructor for the 
King Tomislav Brigade in Tomislavgrad, instructor in bodyguards 
skills course-in Estonia and Latvia, adviser to SPLA in Southern 
Sudan, assistant instructor in a scout-sniper course in Kawthoolei 
(Burma) for the KNLA, instructor in special ops skills in Estonia, 
trainer of 120-man security force in Angola for Chevron, and a com¬ 
bat medical skills adviser to the SPLA in the New Sudan. 

If you pick a common thread through the past 25 years of SOF 
lending some experience to those in need* it is that it has always 
been in defense of Liberty — and almost always at the magazine’s 
own expense. 

— Matt Flaherty 
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Say 

Baodbye, 

Cimrale 
Jaws 

SOF Breaks Bread With The KGB 


Editor's note: this feature first appeared 
in the April *83 issue of Soldier Of Fortune 
magazine. 

The pallid wire-service reporter next to 
me at the bar of the Foreign Correspondents 
Club of Thailand, in Bangkok, whispered 
through the foam of his Amarit beer, “The 
KGB's here.” He rolled his eyes toward the 
crowded FCC bar behind him. 

Ill Jii Cojm 

“You mean TASS?” I named the Soviet 
“news” agency synonymous with spying. 
“No,” he repeated, “the KGB.” His eyes 
darted around as he spoke. “Him. The big 
smiling guy with the beer.” 

The “big smiling with the beer” noticed 
my curiosity immediately. What the hell, I 
thought; I raised my glass as a toast. Wise 
men learn much from their enemies,” 


Aristophanes said, and “Stubbsy,” my old 
high-school football coach, once said, 
“Don’t tie your shoelaces during the kick¬ 
off.” Both statements seemed oddly appro¬ 
priate now. 

The burly man, in his late 30s or early 
40s, genially returned my gesture, but his 
eyebrows arched with consternation as he 
sipped and studied the situation. It was 
unique, even for Bangkok. 

Robert K. Brown, Editor and Publisher, 
of Soldier Of Fortune magazine, sat at a 
dais with two panelists in a room crowded 
with journalists. The panel was going to dis¬ 
cuss the issue of “cheque-book journalism.” 

Brown was all for it. What he didn’t like 
was hypocrisy and incompetence. There’s 
nothing wrong with paying for information, 
he reasoned, but one need not go about it 
like a drunken sailor. American television 
networks and others with megabuck bud¬ 
gets to spend have muddied the water with 


checkbook journalism on a number of sen¬ 
sitive and important stories: The “money 
talks, bullshit walks” school of journalism. 
The consequences are dangerously 
unpredictable to serious investigations 
regarding the continued existence of 
American prisoners of war in Southeast 
Asia, and the use of chemical and biological 
weapons by Vietnam or the Soviet Union. 
Brown was mad. 

I assumed that was why the big guy with 
the beer was present. Word of this 
Wednesday night fight had been on the 
street for weeks. 

“SOF is going to be here,” I heard an 
Irish journalist near me say. 

I looked over my shoulder as the big guy 
drained his beer. I told the bartender to buy 
him another one. Why not, I thought. 

The panel discussion flared up. Brown 
and Alan Dawson, another panel participant 
and author of the book 55 Days: The Fall of 
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Vietnam , verbally eliminated some wimp 
panelist billed as “a former State 
Department spokesman.” No contest. Bored, 
I looked around the room for some action. 

The big guy was buying me a beer. 

“Anatoly Korolev, Soviet Embassy,” he 
said, and offered his hand. His grip was firm 
and friendly. “Jim Coyne,” I said , “Soldier 
Of Fortune magazine; no doubt you've 
heard of us.” 

He laughed. “Of course. I’ve read your 
magazine, but it's very difficult to get.” We 
both laughed. 

“What brings you to Bangkok?” he 
asked me. 

“Chemical and biological warfare viola¬ 
tions by Vietnam and the Soviet Union,” I 
replied with a smile. 

Oh, that,” he said, and shrugged. “We’re 
not using any of that stuff.” 

His voice contained no trace of an 
accent. He spoke and understood English 
perfectly, even the idioms. 

“I wouldn’t expect you to confide in me 
if you were,” I said. 

The panel discussion degenerated into 
a joint attack by both the panel and the 
audience on the “former State Depart¬ 
ment spokesman, who was reduced to 
incoherence. 

Anatoly said, “We should have lunch 
sometime,” then wrote his name, telephone 
number and address on a cocktail napkin. I 
hesitated, but gave him my telephone num¬ 
ber in return. I noticed his address was only 
four blocks from SOF s apartment. 

“I don’t often have the opportunity to 
meet Russians socially,” I said. 

“You should,” he answered. “It’s impor¬ 
tant to understand both sides of the issue. 
Perhaps next week.” 

My mind went into neutral. 

Brown and I were scheduled to leave for 
Pakistan, possibly even Afghanistan, the 
next day. We had told no one. “We’re going 
to Aranyaprathet,” I said, quickly naming 
the Thai-Kampuchean border town 200 
kilometers east of Bangkok. “I’ll call you 
when I get back.” 

“Fine,” he said, preparing to leave. 

“What exactly do you do at the Soviet 
Embassy, Anatoly?” I asked. I expected 
some sort of “cultural attache” smoke 
screen. “I’m chief of the Political Section,” 
he answered and smiled. He offered his 
hand again. “Until then.” 

Chief of the Political Section? I thought, 
as we shook hands. That makes him at least 
a colonel. Why did I give this guy my phone 
number? He wasn’t worried about blowing 
his cover, that was certain. 

Bob Brown was happy. The panel dis¬ 
cussion was over, and it had been, in his 
own words, “Another small, humble victory 


over the forces of darkness and tyranny.” 

“Who was that?” Brown asked, as 
Anatoly excused himself and walked away. 

“Chief of the Political Section at the 
Soviet Embassy,” I said, dryly. 

“No shit? KGB!” Brown beamed. “What 
did he want?” 

“He wants to have lunch next week,” I 
said. Brown looked at me as if I were Kim 
Philby, the British intelligence agent who 
defected to the Soviet Union in the 60s. 

“Fuck a bunch of Russians,” Brown 
replied, and walked off to the bar. 

I thought that was the last of it. 

Brown and I boarded a JAL flight from 
Bangkok to Pakistan the next morning, and 
were in Karachi by noon. Crows circled like 
predatory hawks above the port of 
Pakistan’s southernmost city, wheeling and 
cawing endlessly above the noise and dust. 
In one week we would be far north, in 
action inside Afghanistan. The memory of 
Anatoly in Bangkok faded, replaced by 
clearer, more immediate dangers (see "SOF 
Inside Afghanistan,” SOF Nov. ’82). 

Weeks later exhausted after, two sharp 
skirmishes inside Afghanistan, and days in 
the sun along Pakistan’s rugged Northwest 


Frontier Province, Brown and I returned to 
Bangkok. 

We headed straight for the Grand Prix, a 
favorite watering hole in Bangkok’s notori¬ 
ous Patpong District. Any number of itiner¬ 
ant journalists, may be found there on a 
given night hard at work on perverse, often 
strange, subjects. 

The Grand Prix serves the purpose of a 
foreign correspondents club in Bangkok far 
better than the official one. “If they’re not in 
here,” one old-timer, told me, mesmerized 
by the music and the dance, “they’re dead.” 

“Don’t come here,” a dancer flirted, 
“unless you want to have fun.” 

Rick Menard, the American owner of the 
Grand Prix for more than 16 years, said to 
me, “Anatoly’s been asking about you.” I 
choked on my drink. 

I had not been in-country 48 hours. 

“He comes in here?” I asked, surprised. 
“What did he want?” 

“I don’t know,” said Menard. “What 
have you been up to?” 

“Same old thing,” I said, and drained my 


beer. “Been in Afghanistan, saw some 
Russians.” 

“Oh,” he said, and changed channels on 
the television set. Benny Hill flickered on. 

“Bob,” I said, “the KGB guy’s been ask¬ 
ing for me.” 

Brown spat Skoal into a bar glass. “Fuck 
’im. Tell ’im that we were in Afghanistan.” 

Robert Moberg seemed to stoop low as 
he ambled through the door into the crowd¬ 
ed bar. “Mo” flew anything the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment would give him for more than nine 
years, based out of the American Embassy 
in Bangkok. Before that he flew for the U.S. 
Army for many years in Vietnam. He wore 
a U.S. Special Forces Decade lapel pin on 
his western-cut jacket. He sort of looked 
like McCloud , only nastier. He spoke with 
the low whisky drawl known only to south¬ 
erners and army aviators. ‘T am,” he often 
said humbly, “a legend among my peers.” 

Moberg commanded the 281st Aviation 
Company (AML/AHC) in Vietnam from 
1966 to 1967. Twenty-five helicopters 
known only to me as radio callsigns: 
“Intruders” for the slicks, and “Wolfpack” 
for the gunship platoon. They were always 
in the shit. I hadn’t even known that there 


was a name for Delta Project then. 

I first heard of Moberg in 1966, when the 
gunship I was gunner on was dispatched 
south along with one other ship to assist the 
5th Special Forces in Nha Trang. Two 
“Shark” gunships ffom the 174th Aviation 
Company (AML/AHC). Temporary duty 
(TDY) in Nha Trang: Nothing could be finer. 

We flew some of the hairiest missions of 
the war during the day, and were often 
parked in Nha Trang by nightfall. Nha 
Trang was most beautiful ffom the air at 
dawn, when it sparkled in the rising sun, a 
jewel set in the crescent bay of the blue 
South China Sea. 

“Jackie,” a local lady with whom I was 
deeply and profoundly in lust, was also the 
most beautiful girl in Nha Trang, maybe 
even Vietnam. Playboy eventually pho¬ 
tographed her for one of their “Girls of 
Vietnam” stories. 

One night Jackie told me she was “dat¬ 
ing the commanding general of the airbase.” 
I couldn’t believe it. Jackie was the best¬ 
looking rail in the entire country. I never 


‘Chief of tlM Political Section of the Soviet Imbassy,” I said, dryiy. 
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had it so good — and I was only a Sp/4. 

I never had the chance to find out more; 
I TDYed to “Gang Bang Fuk” somewhere in 
the Central Highlands with the 174th. The 
war got worse; Jackie and I lost touch. I left 
for good in December 1967. 

Fifteen years later, Moberg and I shared 
a beer while he waited for a flight to 
Bangkok. I told him Jackie’s story and men¬ 
tioned her real Vietnamese name as we sat 
in the quiet air terminal at Chiang Mai. 
“You son of a bitch,” he said. “It was you! I 
told her I was a goddamn general!” 

“Mo” works for United Oilfield 
Rentals/United Oil and Gas Services in 
Sinagpore now. Thousands of drilling plat¬ 
forms dot the surface of the Gulf of Siam. 
Times are good for the off-shore oil business. 

He knew all the players as well as any¬ 
one in Southeast Asia, I reasoned. 

“Mo,” I said now, over the bar noise at 
the Grand Prix, “the KGB wants to see me.” 

“Fuck the KGB,” he said. He raised his 


glass, “Here’s to Jackie.” 

We closed the bar. Outside the evening 
dissolved into the silver-misted dawn of 
Bangkok. 

The telephone rang and I blinked awake 
in the bright morning Light. “Hello,” I said 
groggily. 

“Jim, this is Anatoly, remember? I’ve 
been trying to reach you. Where have 
you been?” 

I was wide awake with a jagged pain 
between my temples. “Oh, well, actually, 
Anatoly, I’ve been in Afghanistan.” 

There was a brief pause on the other end 
of the phone. 

“I thought you said you were going to 
Aranayaprathet?” 

“Something came up,” I said. 
“Apparently the Soviet Union invaded 
Afghanistan a few years ago. Maybe you 
remember reading something about it in the 
papers?’ 

I could hear him laugh on the other end 
of the phone. 

“How about lunch at one o’clock, the 
Narai Coffeeship, Sukhumvit Road, Soi 56?” 

“Sure,” I said, as I massaged my eyes. 
“Why not.” 
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“Good,” he said. “One o’clock.” He 
hung up. 

“Brown get up!” I yelled. “The KGB 
wants to meet us!” I heard fumbling move¬ 
ment from the other room. 

‘The KGB’s awake!” I yelled. “We’re 
burning daylight!” 

Brown’s door opened a crack. “What are 
you talking about?” he growled. “It’s not 
even eight o’clock!” 

“Anatoly just called,” I said. “Guess 
who’s coming to lunch? 

“Who’s Anatoly?” Brown asked. 

“The KGB guy,” I replied. 

“Fuck ’em, I’m not talking to any 
Russians.” He slammed the door. 

“I’m not going alone,” I said. “It’s just 
not done. Besides, 1 told him we were in 
Afghanistan.” Brown’s door swung open. 
“Let’s go meet him and get it over with, or 
he’ll just keep calling. Let’s see what he’s 
up to,” I reasoned. 

“OK,” Brown asserted, “but I’m not 


shaking his hand.” 

After breakfast, we discussed our strate¬ 
gy. “I don’t want to go,” Brown stated. 
“Why don’t you go alone?” 

“I want a witness,” I said. 

Even if you told him everything, he’d 
never believe you,” Brown joked. We 
decided to walk to the Narai Coffeeship, a 
decaying tourist-rate hotel and guesthouse 
nearby. 

At lunch hour the place was deserted. 
Inside, it was as cold and quiet as a morgue, 
chilled by some mammoth, hidden air con¬ 
ditioner. None of the waitresses spoke 
English. 

Brown sat down next to me in a rear 
booth. “I’m not sitting next to him,” he said. 
We sat together in the rear booth, facing the 
door. I wasn’t sure I could remember what 
Anatoly looked like. I ordered two Bloody 
Marys. 

At precisely 1330, Anatoly walked 
through the door alone. He hesitated while 
his eyes adjusted to the dark interior of the 
coffeeship. In a few moments he spotted 
me and walked toward our booth; Brown 
and I stood. Anatoly and I shook hands 
wordlessly; there was a measure of uncer¬ 


tainty in his manner. I believe he thought I 
would be alone. 

“This is Robert Brown, Editor and 
Publisher of Soldier Of Fortune magazine,” 
I said. “Bob, this is Anatoly Korolev from 
the Soviet Embassy.” Anatoly extended his 
hand, and after a moment’s hesitation 
Brown shook it. A minor reduction in ten¬ 
sion followed. We all sat down. 

The awkward pause was interrupted by 
the arrival of our drinks. 

“So,” Anatoly began, “I understand 
you’ve been in Afghanistan?” 

“Yeah,” I said. “We just got back ” 

“Well,” he laughed, where were you? 
What did you see?” 

“We were in the countryside with the 
guerrillas,” I replied. “We watched a T-62 
get hit. A couple of mortar attacks. A couple 
of doomed outposts of the Kremlin.” 

He shrugged. “What could we do? We 
were invited there to help the government 
put down an insurrection.” 

We all laughed; it was too absurd. I imi¬ 
tated a pistol with my thumb and index fin¬ 
ger. “I can ‘invite’ anyone this way,” I said. 

“Afghanistan is not my area of special¬ 
ty,” he said, and frowned. 

“How long have you been in Bangkok, 
Anatoly?” Brown asked in an attempt at 
civility. 

“Oh, for a few years now,” he said. 
“Before that in other areas of Asia.” He 
smiled. 

“It must be difficult to go back to 
Moscow after Bangkok,” I said, unable to 
imagine the contrasts. 

“Not at all,” he laughed. “I just get on an 
airplane. You should come to the Soviet 
Union,” he joked, “see for yourself.” 

“I don’t think I would be welcome 
there,” I said. “I doubt if I would be free to 
wander around.” 

“Well,” he answered, “every country has 
its restrictions.” 

I let it drop. That’s not what we were 
there to discuss. I was not planning a tour of 
the Soviet Union. 

“Why did you want to meet with us, 
Anatoly?” Brown cut straight to the heart of 
the matter. 

“Well, I was ... curious. I wanted to see 
what Soldier Of Fortune was really like - 
I’m here for the same reasons you’re here,” 
he said. “You know.” 

He relaxed and leaned back confidently 
into the booth and ordered a beer. I noticed a 
small, wiry Thai man with sunglasses sit 
down in the booth behind Anatoly, facing us. 

It was Anatoly’s treat: We ordered lunch 
on the Soviet Union. Brown ordered white 
wine on ice, and the most expensive 
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seafood entry. I did the same. We settled in 
for out tete-a-tete with the KGB. The game 
was about to become interesting. 

“What are you going to do when some¬ 
one, somewhere, holds up one of your 
checmical and bioloical rockets, and says, 
‘Here it is’?” I asked. “What about the fla¬ 
grant CBW attackes by the Vietnamese in 
Laos and Kampuchea, assisted by the 
Soviet Union?” He didn’t even register a 
hit. I could see he was used to fielding the 
CBS issue. “Oh, Jim, really,” he said, “we 
could never do anything like that. The con¬ 
sequences would be too, how shall I put it, 
expensive for us. We stand to lose too much. 
This material you have mentioned, it is 
extremely dangerous. We cannot allow it to 
be given to anyone ; especially not the 
Vietnamese. Why should we? No one will 
produce such a rocket, or evidence, because 
there is none.” His assertion was cordial. 

He was good. He spoke with warmth 
and conviction. His manner was charming 
and informal, and he lied through his teeth. 
No aparatchik here. This guy could be a 
cubmaster in the Bronx. 

“Well, Anatoly,” I said, “it’s only a mat¬ 
ter of time.” 

“What do you mean?” he asked. 

“Communism is dead,” I said. 
“Finished.” 

I went to the core of the matter, where I 
hoped he was vulnerable. “Marxism is a 
joke, Anatoly,” I said. “Russia itself is a 
contradiction of the ‘workers’ paradise.’ If 
Marxism were paradise, workers wouldn’t 
be in the streets of Warsaw. If it were a par¬ 
adise why would anyone want to leave?” 

I warmed-up, prepared for a time-on-tar- 
get multi-battery barrage. “Your ‘client 
states,’ such as Poland, Cuba, Angola, 
Nicaragua, Laos and Vietnam, are literally on 
the edge of bankruptcy. The false economic 
and ideological principles upon which your 
nation is based might best serve a models of 
mismanagement.” Anatoly lit a cigarette. 

“Furthermore,” I continued, “the 
anachronisms of Marx no longer appeal to 
the unaligned people of the Third World. 
They are now well aware of the internal and 
external conditions imposed by the accep¬ 
tance of the ‘Gospel According to Moscow.’ 
They need only take a look at the condition 
of your ‘clients.’ The ideal of ‘sovietism’ is 
a fraud. It’s all over,” I concluded. “I hope 
Brezhnev has a sense of humor.” 

I was certain I had scored some hits, but 
Anatoly registered no surface damage. 

The Thai man behind Anatoly 
laughed to himself and played with his 
ice-cream sundae: We’d crossed into 
weird territory again. 


“Jim, you needn’t take this all so person¬ 
ally,” Anatoly said, and lightly tapped my 
knee. ‘T wouldn’t want to have you arrested 
for anti-soviet acts.” His humor was forced. 

“We’re in Thailand , Anatoly, remember? 
Not Kabul, or Moscow,” I replied. 

“We’ve just come from Afghanistan, 
Anatoly,” Brown said, and spat Skoal into 
an ashtray. “You’re in deep shit. Excuse 
me.” He wandered off in search of the 
men’s room. 

“Changing tapes?” Anatoly laughed as 
Brown disappeared. 

“What?” I asked. 

“We joke,” ‘he’s changing tapes’,” he 
repeated, pointing to the men’s room. 

“Oh,” I said. 

I sort of liked Anatoly, but I waited for 
the feeling to pass. This was not softball. 
As Brown returned, I sensed the meeting 
was over. 

“Well,” Brown said, standing over the 
table, “thanks for the lunch. I have an 


assist you in the ways you’ve mentioned. If 
you are serious about defecting to the 
United States, however, I suggest you con¬ 
tact so-and-so at the State Department for 
further information, etc. etc.’ He’s probably 
picking potatoes in a windy field in Poland 
somewhere.” 

The taxi banged over the curb in front of 
our apartment building. 

“I’m going to the American Embassy,” 
Brown said. “You want to come along?” 

“No, thanks,” I answered, and got out of 
the cab. “See you by the pool when you get 
back. I’ve had enough spooks for one day.” 

The cab lurched away into the traffic, 
toward the American Embassy. On the same 
tree-lined boulevard as the U.S. Compound, 
the red and gold Vietnamese flag hung 
limply above the silent, shuttered Embassy 
of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, 
submerged in the shade of the tall white 
Imperial Hotel. 

“Communists,” someone once told me, 


“Jim, you needn’t take this all sn personally, ’’ Anatoly said, tapping my knee. 
7 wouldn’t want yon arrested lor anti-soviet acts. ” His hnmor was forced. 
“We’re in lhailand, Anatoly, remember? Hot Kabul, or Moscow, ” I replied. 


appointment in one hour.” Anatoly and I 
abruptly rose. 

“Anatoly,” I said, and shook his hand, 
“don’t let them send you to Afghanistan.” 

“Never,” he laughed, “unless you print 
this story.” 

We stepped from the cold, quiet dark¬ 
ness of the coffeeshop into the hot, bright 
afternoon of Bangkok’s busiest, noisiest 
street. Brown and I flagged down a taxi, 
then crammed inside. I told the driver to 
make a U-turn and lao-lao out of there. He 
cornered the cab on two wheels. We 
careened through traffic back the way we 
had come. 

“Did I ever tell you about the time I 
‘helped’ some Bulgarian diplomat ‘defect’ 
from his consulate in Chicago?” Brown 
asked. He smiled out the window, braced in 
the back seat of the cab. Faces flashed by on 
a motorcycle. 

“No,” I said. 

Brown laughed. “Some bozo under-sec¬ 
retary of the Bulgarian consulate in Chicago 
writes me a letter, on their stationery, 
requesting all these technical weapons man¬ 
uals, right? Well, I wrote back and thanked 
him for this letter, ‘but,’ I said, ‘I cannot 


“are people who have nothing, and are 
eager to share it with you.” 

As I floated on my back in the cool 
water of the pool, I heard a faint yell. I 
looked up. Brown loomed above me, sil¬ 
houetted by the blue sky and white clouds. 
He looked agitated. 

“What?” I said, pulling my head 
above water. 

“Listen to this!” Brown bellowed. He 
was getting ready for his daily afternoon run 
through the alleys of suburban Bangkok. “I 
was at the Embassy, right? Someone made a 
crack about Anatoly Korolev, as an aside. I 
said, ‘Who’s this Anatoly Korolev?’ They 
didn’t want to tell me. Finally, one guy 
warned me never to go near him. He 
wouldn’t tell me who Korolev was, only 
that he was ‘brilliant. The Kiss of Death. 
Maybe one of the few men authorized to use 
the big sleep as a bargaining chip.’” Brown 
laughed. “He told me I was probably being 
watched, only I’d never know it. It was per¬ 
fect.” He laughed again, then jogged off 
into the streets of Bangkok, a happy man. 

Jim Coyne now spends his dccys goin ’ 
flshin’. x 
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SOF, Bill Young, POWs And A World-Class Con 



1981, Bob Brown was flashed 
an unofficial green light by 
Admiral Alan Paulson, the late 
courageous Deputy Director of Defense 
Intelligence Agency, to pursue the hunt for 
American POWs in Laos. 

In a previous article, “Liberty City” ( SOF, 
August ’85), I detailed events culminating with 
the establishment of FOB 81, a virtual A-camp 
minus the claymores and concertina, inside 
communist Laos. Far from being a symbolic 
gesture toward publicizing the POW/MIA issue 
or ink-qenerating Hollywoodese hype for 
Soldier Of Fortune, the outpost, constructed 
under the on-site supervision of former U.S. 
Army Special Forces personnel, was a bona 
fide launch site for a planned armed foray to 
Muong Sai, where intelligence SOF had gath¬ 
ered suggested that between 18 and 22 
American POWs were incarcerated. 

Over the next several years, more than 
$350,000 (in today’s currency) was expended 
from SOF coffers to fund this — and other - 
POW/MIA related projects, hardly the least of 
which was support of Laotian revolutionary 
movements in exchange for a hoped-for recov¬ 
ery of American prisoners. Of this, over 
$70,000 was doled out to one William Young, 
ex-CIA, or so we were told. 

Before beginning construction of “Liberty 
City,” Fred Zabitosky, Medal of Honor recipient 
and friend of Senator Jesse Helms; SOF corre¬ 
spondent Jim Coyne and myself had been 
on-hold for several weeks at Bangkok’s Nana 
Hotel awaiting back-channel clearances to get 
our armed reconnaissance off square-one. Once 
“Mr. Lieng,” a Thai Border Security operative 
and liaison to host country intelligence, was 
dropped in our laps we set about tackling the 
logistical cobweb of feeding, clothing, equip¬ 
ping and training upwards of 90 “enlistees” who 


had drifted into the campsite. 

To our chagrin the Laotian grapevine con¬ 
tinued full-bore and more troops trickled in 
weekly. Our dead-time in Bangkok had led to 
the spreading of many rumors and dramatically 
rising expectations on the parts of the indige¬ 
nous irregulars (who just knew we were CIA). 
This belief prevailed as the weeks wore on, 
especially during Brown’s arduous late-sum- 
mer trek up to review the troops and inspect the 
A-camp his money had bought. His “Honest, 
guys, we’re not CIA!” bit was met with repeat¬ 
ed smirks and winks among the gung-ho indig. 
Try as we did I doubt we ever convinced the 
true believers that ours was but a private oper¬ 
ation totally w/zanointed by Uncle Sam. 

With an able assist from the “old boy” net in 
Bangkok and up-country, materiel was finally 
procured and OKs passed down the line for the 
supplies to be humped into Laos. “Liberty City” 
was, of necessity, constructed directly across the 
Mekong River from elements of a Vietnamese 
battalion. Planning for a worst-case scenario (i.e. 
airstrike), bunkers were hastily dug and explo¬ 
rations made of a nearby cave complex. 

Our final option, a wild dash back into 
Thailand for a quick lawyer-up prior to being 
snagged by hostile Thai and American authori¬ 
ties, loomed as a bottom-of the-scale alterna¬ 
tive: Envision vastly outnumbered Thai border 
security forces and their Kuomintang Chinese 
irregulars trading fire with totally pissed-off 
Vietnamese/Pathet Lao chasing after “Round- 
Eye” scalps. The initiation of probable 
large-scale hostilities between two Southeast 
Asian nations would assure our names memo¬ 
rialized atop the American Embassy’s shitlist 
— spilt blood (likely ours) — tall time in some 
dank Thai or Viet slam, or a few seconds 
against a cold concrete wall. 

Bob Brown, forever cognizant of the dicey 
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downside, had, weeks prior, pondered our 
collective futures for a moment (less, actu¬ 
ally) smiled, then fired-off, “Fuck yeah, 
continue to march. Build the goddamn 
camp. I’ll finance it myself.” Enough said. 

A hurried overseas call to then-SOF 
Managing Editor, Jim Graves, got the ball 
rolling and I picked up nearly $18k in 
greenbacks in a Bangkok bank after a 
72-hour request turnaround. 

From Tiny Seeds Mighty Seems Brow 

The seeds of Brown’s and SOF’s 
involvement were sown months before, in 
February 1981, with the pullout from retired 
Colonel Bo Gritz’s “Operation Velvet 
Hammer” of former Gritz loyalists Medal of 
Honor recipient Fred Zabitosky, retired SF 
Captain Jim Monaghan (with four Nam 
tours and a beretful of decorations) and Earl 
Bleacher, retired Son Tay Raider. 

This formidable trio, perturbed at not 
seeing a shred of evidence on the presence 
of Americans at Gritz’s target, Nhom- 
marath, Laos, told the oft-decorated Lt. Col. 
to perform a long piss up a short rope, bid 
adieu to his “Florida Follies” and cast its lot 
with Bob Brown. 


“Shao Sonanee” and “Nha Songkham” 
had been warned under penalty of death to 
steer clear of the fa rangs (foreigners) so thus 
were not privy to names or additional data. 

Bob’s devotion to American MIAs 
resulted in a heavy financial drain which 
affects Soldier Of Fortune to this day. 

Particularly at first, there was much flag 
waving and emotional ranting from several 
quarters relative to kicking-in sizable bucks 
to assist Brown: Oval Office aspirant H. 
Ross Perot comes immediately to mind. 

After agreeing to take a look at Brown’s 
information and making overtures of offers 
of generous support, the eager 
Editor/Publisher and two companions, at 
SOF’s expense, hopped a flight to Dallas 
believing they would be ushered into 
Perot’s presence. Instead, they were shunted 
off to Perot’s Number Two who 
matter-of-factly told them that without 
“concrete evidence” Mr. Perot would not be 
endorsing any checks. 

Why the “concrete evidence” require¬ 
ment was not tabled before the wasted Dallas 
visit, we can only surmise. The bottom line, 
though, was that the princely sum of zero 
dollars was forthcoming, from anywhere, to 


assist Bob Brown in his risky undertaking. 

During the following months, five of us 
slogged our way up the eerie, cloud-caped 
mountains of northern Laos, passing through 
Kuomintang Chinese strongholds amid 
late-night thunderstorms — locales where 
white faces just weren’t seen: Brown, 
Zabitosky, Coyne, myself and one other: A 
gung-ho — if off-center — loner and 
self-styled soldier-for-hire, Mingo Apple- 
gate, a hothead who later crashed a flower 
vase against Zab’s skull during a brawl at 
our Chiang Rai homestead. 

“Okay,” you ask, “after all the hassles, 
after all the expenditures of time and 
money, and after all the risks, where’s your 
proof that Americans were — or are — held 
at Muong Sai?” 

My response? “Ask the CIA.” Fred 
Zabitosky swore that an agent and poly¬ 
graph tech, were dispatched from Langley 
to interrogate our pair of Lao eyewitnesses 
(who swore on the souls of their mothers 
that they saw four Americans at Muong Sai) 
— men who sought not a dime. 

Their reports checked-out positive with 
no deception. 

Why, then, was nothing done? Or was 


Coupled with the astute ship¬ 
jumping of Monaghan, el al was the 
arrival in Boulder, Colorado, of Lao 
resistance honcho General Vang Pao 
whom, in Brown’s den, dangled the 
enticing offer to hand over to SOF 17 
sets of American remains in exchange 
for a sample of “Yellow Rain,” the 
mysterious airborne toxin which was 
being unleashed by the Vietnamese to 
decimate Vang’s people in highland 
Laos. The courageous H’mong, who 
had paid a heavy toll for their unceas¬ 
ing loyalty and support of the United 
States and, like our Cambodian and 
South Vietnamese allies, had been 
unceremoniously shitcanned by yel- 
low-spined American policymakers. 

Vang Pao hankered to expose 
Vietnamese use of this deadly sub- 



Photo taken in SOF’s Sukhumvit Road apartment, summer 
1982. (from right) Bill Young, Bob Brown, “Col” Bounleut 
and “Sam ” 


something done? After nearly 20 
years, we continue to wonder. 

Nearly 570 Americans were then 
MIA in Laos (just nine were returned 
in 1973). Hundreds, thus, remained 
unaccounted for. 

The Senate Select Committee 
seemed all too eager to write-off these 
men by saying, “Since we can’t locate 
’em., they must’ve all been snuffed by 
irate villagers. Oh, well.” 

(Editor’s note: SOF did, in fact, 
obtain a “Yellow Rain” sample which 
was brought to CONUS in a toothpaste 
tube, then turned over to American 
officials. Jim Coyne later testified 
about this sample before a 
Congressional Committee. We’re still 
awaiting General Vang Pao’s promised 
set of 17 American remains.) 


stance to that august body of justice, 
the United Nations, which would presum¬ 
ably stick the dagger of world opinion into 
the communist hearts of the thugs from 
Hanoi, and their Moscow supporters. 

A concluding little demand, though, in 
addition to the aforesaid “Yellow Rain,” 
sent Brown and the rest of us reeling: How 
about Bob Brown arming and equipping a 
group of Vang Pao’s men ... say, maybe a 
fucking battalion? What a good idea. 

Brown, ever resilient, abrupdy ceased 
rolling his eyes then seriously considered 
the General’s offer; his mind no doubt con¬ 
juring up heady scenarios of SOF teams 
firmly entrenched in Laotian soil with ready 
access to POW lockups. 

Brown tossed the dice — mostly on-spec 
— propped up solely by a feeling of per¬ 
sonal duty and the seemingly credible 
accounts by two straightforward Laotians, 
each of whom claimed to have seen gringos 
while breaking rocks at a small prison at 
Muong Sai, Laos. 



Back To July 19B1 — Chiang Bai, Thailand 

Ensconced In a former D.E.A. safehouse 
(unknowingly selected by us as our safe- 
house) during that eventful summer, Fred 
Zabitosky and myself confronted a myriad 
of heavy problems, numero uno being a 
nasty newly-received rumor via our Lao 
intell net that a Thai narcotics kingpin had 
selected two specific heads to roll: Those 
attached to the farangs residing in the 
manse on Utrakit Road (i.e. us!) whom he 
fingered as being new sheriffs in town. 

With roving correspondent Jim Coyne 
down in Bangkok polishing articles, and Bob 
Brown shuttling between CONUS, South 
America, Thailand and the Republic of South 
Africa, dabbling in big game stalking and 
doing the “Lord’s work” for nary a Rand, 
Zab and I sought to defuse the situation. 

All in our net were advised that probes 
into Thai-Burmese heroin operations did 
not reflect our job descriptions and, there¬ 
fore — we respectfully requested — 
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“Please. Hoist the fucking contract!” 

For several days thereafter, stifling the 
urge to trot down to the Wiang Inn and get 
decisively hammered, we opted to hole-up 
at home, .45s within reach and bodyguards 
in-place. 

A week later word of our reprieve was 
delivered via messenger to the old front 
door with an oblique apology. 

Apparently, we’d instilled fear of God 
into the soul of the poppy-picker who had 
anted-up the bounty. Right. 

Upon our arrival in Chiang Rai, we’d 
determined that playing cloak in dagger 
would only serve to attract undue attention 
from already-suspicious neighbors and to 
amuse the local “John Waynes,” who even 
now were more than likely keeping tabs on 
the comings-and-goings at our cozy digs, 
since Zab and I often left for several-day 
periods to supervise construction of our 
“village in the clouds,” “Liberty City.” 
During our time spent in town, over meals 
or while browsing through shops, we let slip 
our cover: Just journalists in to chum out 
magazine pieces on off-the-beaten-path 
tourist getaways. 

Brown, cackling from his Boulder 
offices (easy for him) over our brush with 
impending doom, chided, “Hell, you guys 
should be paying me\ A lotta people would 
shell out thousands to be where you are 
right now! Catch ya in a few days. Out.” 

Our precious hides now safe, we refo¬ 
cused on our primary mission: infiltrating 
into Laos to the desolate burg of Muong Sai, 
some 160 kilometers distant, where our 
intell had placed four Americans only sev¬ 
eral months prior. 

As our band of tattered musketeers con¬ 
tinued to beef-up defenses and living quar¬ 
ters up at “Liberty City,” disconcerting 
word arrived that several hundred Yao 
tribesmen from farther north wanted to 
hook-on for rice, beans, and a crack at the 
North Vietnamese. 

Then, came more welcome news of a 
force of some 340 KMT which was offering 
back-up support for ... our offensive into 
Laos! The truth of our situation was ventur¬ 
ing as far from reality as one of Bill 
Clinton’s explanations after being found 
buck-naked on his knees in the Oval Office. 

The KMT commander really wanted to 
get it on with the Viets just across the 
Mekong and thus promised that his guys 
would back us, guns ablazing, should we 
stumble into deep shit and need to beat feet 
toward the nearest friendlies. 

It seemed now that my late-night med¬ 
ical housecall to aid one of the comman¬ 
der’s ailing NCOs had not been forgotten. 
So, now into our laps had fallen hundreds of 
armed allies just in case we should ignite a 
very large war! 

Brown was, at this time, U.S.A.-bound, 


jetting home on the wings of man from a 
Chilean cesspool called Tierra del Fuego. 
Unless we politely squelched the kind offers 
of troops, within 96 hours he’d be filling out 
our pink slips. 

Defuse it we did so that upon his touch 
down at Don Muang three days later, all 
was settled and righteous up north at his pri¬ 
vately funded A-camp. 

Enter William Young 

Bill Young had been presented to us with 
glowing bona fides by an old DEA hand, 
“Mo Steinberg.” Over drinks in Bob’s hotel 
room he tossed out Young’s name relative to 
his extensive earlier background in and 
around “The Golden Triangle.” His family 
had been missionaries and Bill was known 
to weave tales (presumably true) of precari¬ 
ous horseback sojourns for God through 
hell-raising Kuomintang Chinese bastions; 
1949 Burma having been every whit as 
deadly as 1880 Tombstone. The guy had a 
dazzling rep. and it was that reputation — 
plus current contacts and expertise — that 
Brown wanted. 



Poor-quality Polaroid shot of initial recon to 
locate suitable location for what became 
“Liberty City” (right) Mingo Appleton, 
Zabitosky’s nemesis but an extremely hard 
worker; (second from right) nephew of 
General Vang Pao; (far left) Tom Reisinger. 
(below) So-called Agent # 2, who steadfastly 
claimed to have been incarcerated with 
American POWs at Muong Sai, Laos. 
Zabitosky was told that his polygraph exam - 
as well as Agent #1 ’s — checked out positive. 



After a couple of days in Bangkok, up to 
Chiang Rai we went where Brown and 
Young were to meet and, with the rest of us, 
kick around some ideas. Since we’d never 
laid eyes on him, we didn’t know whether to 
expect a swashbuckling plant sent our way 
from “Spook Central” — or a burnout 
who’d bang the table as he embellished war 
stories or bitch about how the world had 
screwed him around. 

Bill, looking more a university professor 
than a renowned Communist-hater, climbed 
out of his late-model pick-up accompanied 
by his sweet and attractive girlfriend, 
“Lek.” We repaired to the living room for 
cocktails and immediately hit it off. Bill, 
now a non-drinker, joined Lek in a Coke. 
Years earlier in Laos, Young confessed, 
he’d had a run-in over something or other 
with his CIA superior, a well-known back- 
stabber ever eager to bolster his career. Bill, 
well into his cups, paid the SOB a visit, 
thoroughly kicked his ass and was thus told, 
“You’ll never work in this town again,” 
before being whisked off to Washington, 
D.C. for “further training.” 

Speculation had it that from 1967 
onward, he went freelance, picking up inves¬ 
tigative assignments or other types of work 
whenever he could. He must have fared 
rather well since we heard not one disparag¬ 
ing word about him. His low-key and very 
polite manner put off few, save for Zab, who 
considered anyone who didn’t take a drink 
or light-up had two strikes against them. 

Talk continued into the wee hours 
regarding our plan to photo recon Muong 
Sai after firming up guidelines for future 
recruitment and training of our “Liberty 
City” contingent. Our major worry was the 
initiation of armed hostilities between 
Thailand and Laos, thereby dragging 
Vietnam into the fray. It was Brown’s 
“Super Bowl” and he wanted a tight disci¬ 
plined unit with no Rambos getting creative 
and slipping across the Mekong to settle 
personal scores. 

Young pondered our overall project: A 
site recon to Muong Sai, with 30 indig 
accompanied by Brown, Zab, myself, 
Coyne and Mingo. If we could confirm 
American POWs then, we assumed, some 
heavy cash and favors could be called in to 
finance a snatch op. 

Bill concurred the plan had merit and 
was especially intrigued by the pan-tribal 
coalition Zab had instigated, repeatedly 
stating that it could provide dividends in 
other areas at some future date. (A gold star 
for Zab and future residuals for Young.) 

In addition to acting as native-speaking 
liaison between us and our Laotian volun¬ 
teers, Young proposed serving as intermedi¬ 
ary between SOF and the powers that be, 
Thai and American, down in Bangkok. The 
U.S. Embassy, we suspected, had been duly 
alerted that Brown was in country and up to 
some shady doings in Chiang Rai and parts 
north. While given assurances that all was 
“no sweat,” we hadn’t as yet been flashed 
the unofficial green light to press on with 
our planned recon. 
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However, our always-efficient Mr. 
Dieng had expertly secured road clearances 
enabling free-access to and from our 
“Liberty City” training site for transport of 
non-lethal materiel. 

Loving what he’d seen of Bill, Brown 
ordered him put on the SOF payroll. Fluent in 
four northern dialects (Meo, Lu, Lao and 
Lahu) as well as Thai, Young seemed to be the 
linchpin to cement the diverse (and oft-times 
waning) elements of our newly formed Lao 
"conglomerate” and dispatch them quickly 
down the road to Muong Sai. 

Zab, via sources he kept to himself, had 
formulated the theory that Muong Sai prison 
might hold a missing Air America crew — 
downed by hostile fire on 27 Dec 71 — for 
which the CIA had offered 2kg of gold per 
man. Whether Roy Townley, George Ritter, 
Edward Weissenback and non-A.A. pilot 
Clarence Driver or four other U.S-types 
were held there remained uncertain. What 
was crystal clear was the fact that we faced 
30 very rugged days in, at least 30 out... and 
God knew what in between. 

Chinese “Checkers” And Shan Nasties 

Days later. Young dispensed some dis¬ 
turbing news: Some at the PRC Embassy, 
said he, were salivating over our growing 
in-place armed force up at “Liberty City” 
and danced around the idea of joining hands 
to do a major number on the mutually 
despised Vietnamese. 

Confirmation being impossible, we dis¬ 
missed it as but the first of Bill’s overdrama¬ 
tizations and he never again brought it up. 

Young continued (he said) to grease the 
skids with our Embassy. The officials there 
were cordial enough but we had to remem¬ 
ber that Bo Gritz and his coterie, back in 
March, had made the news for their 
over-the-border incursion into Laos on a 
POW rescue attempt of their own. During 
the shitstorm which followed, veiled warn¬ 
ings were tossed our way: “If you guys try 
anything, for Chrissakes keep it low-profile. 
And watch your asses. ’Cause if you get 
grabbed inside Laos, there won’t be anyone 
coming to get ya.” These words to live by 
were later echoed by the American 
Vice-Consul from Chiang Mai who dropped 
by the house to impart similar big-brotherly 
advice from on-high. Suspiciously, his visit 
came only days after Bob Brown’s in-depth 
D.C. briefing to the late Admiral Alan 
Paulson, DIA’s Deputy Director, after 
which we were greenlighted to continue 
with our search for MIAs. Keeping Young 
on board was seemingly a necessity. 

We’d assumed since entering Thailand 
the CIA had been tracking our movements 
and knew generally what we were planning. 
Since the Gritz debacle Embassy-types 
were a trifle testy over independents roam¬ 
ing at will over Thai turf with the potential 
of inflicting diplomatic black-eyes or set¬ 
ting off nasty bloodlettings with neighbor¬ 
ing dictatorships. 

Untrained in diplomatic signal-watching 
we were slow to pick up on gentle hints, but 
Young clued us in: He’d heard, invented (or 



(left) View toward KMT camp onThailand-Laos border. Our units passed through this location on 
every trip into Laos, save for one, when an Australian VIP was touring the area. Farangs with 
Laotians would have raised many antennae, (right) H’mong village in Thailand which marked the 
quarter-way point during our treks into Laos. 


had been spoonfed) a vicious little rumor that 
the Shan National Army from over Burma 
way was into offing Americans and that any 
gringos venturing north out of Bangkok were 
apt to get themselves whacked. 

Was our Embassy — via Young — say¬ 
ing, “We have empathy for your objectives ... 
but don’t get careless”: translated, “You’re 
on your own, boys. We never knew ya?” 

Zabitosky and I sensed mixed signals. 
Had the Vice-Consul’s visit been to warn us 
off from bringing a POW back or to simply 
alert us to a genuine danger posed by 
anti-American elements? 


As difficult as it was to digest, we were 
advised by several, who shall remain name¬ 
less, that there were those in the State 
Department, Pentagon, CIA and DIA who 
didn’t relish seeing any MIA Americans 
staggering out of the Laotian bush. Whether 
down-the-road diplomatic maneuvering 
was higher priority than locating live 
Americans, we hadn’t the foggiest. But 
something seemed amiss when U.S. civil¬ 
ians were attempting to pull-off what 
American intelligence agencies and the 
American military should have been permit¬ 
ted to carry out years before. 


“A COLONEL OF TRUTH” 

For a con to be successful it needs an element of truth. Colonel Bounleut Saycocie, Bill 
Young and their majordomo, Sam, tossed in a kernel of truth in the form of an extensive 
position paper designed no doubt to impress and befuddle, but especially to cause Bob 
Brown to cough up additional monies to get a revolution rolling. 

The position paper, a 24-page tome dated 25 March 1982, was intriguing. (Author’s 
note: For a copy please send $5.00 to SOF; we’ll pay the first-class postage.) Brown envi¬ 
sioned his providing the seed money for an eventual takeover of Sayaboury Province, 
Laos, by anti-Communist forces and thus be in a position to run further forays into remote 
AOs where American POWs might be held. 

We’d heard firsthand from totally credible sources *— and had seen — that the PRC 
was continuing in its attempt to erect difficulties for the Vietnamese, especially in Laos, 
where we did confirm that Col. Bounleut and a cadre of Laotian troops, not under his com¬ 
mand, and then cooling their heels up in “Liberty City,” had indeed received formal miL 
itary training near Kunming, China. 

Putting the search for bona fide evidence of American POWs, as always, absolutely 
first we opted to play along with Young & Co. in their game of “^Vheel of Fortune 

The Paper began its tantalizing spin. “How can a Lao insurgency have any chance of 
success? Vietnam has 50 million people with one of the most powerful and experienced 
armies in the world with massive support from the Soviets. I would certainly seem that 
encouraging an insurgency in a small country of3,500,000 people that is poor and unde¬ 
veloped and which lost a war against the Vietnamese only seven years ago , will only cause 
more suffenng and death. But, [the] Lao insurgency is an established fact this is ongoing 
and will not cease until it is successful [Translation: “Jump in boys, and don’t forget your 
credit cards.”] " ^ 

But, hey, Young was an American in his heart of hearts — or so we surmised. 

Bob Brown has stated about the position paper, “It was professional to the extent it 
could have been authored by the NSC.” 

Some weeks ago, I sent retired U.S. Air Force Brigadier General Heinie Aderholt a 
copy of the 24-page Paper. Heinie had been CO of MACTHAI, at Nakon Phanom, 
Thailand, and knew from whence he came in regard to military ops plans. 

His reply said in part, “ ... this whole concept is based on false assumptions. There 
never was any established Lao insurgency. The Lao did not fight during the recent war, 
even with unlimited United States assistance. The H’mong did most of the fighting but 
they have not, since 1975, been a factor in any [significant] resistance because there was 
no stay-behinds or caches of weapons. 

“This paper is a well-conceived and concealed plan to get some financing.” T. R. 
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STING 


The very most we could hope for from 
our “official” contacts were that they were 
stand-up guys who shared our attitudes and 
aspirations. 

While certain elements of State and the 
intell agencies undoubtedly desired us to 
pack our tent, leave Thailand and jet on 
home, others — we came to know — 
covertly supported our efforts. Still, doubt 
began to crowd our days giving way to the 
unsettling feeling that we didn’t know for 
sure who was who. 

Bill Young seemingly said and did the 
right things. But we knew that virtually few 
really leave Agency employ or association. 
We fervently hoped he was one of the good 
guys, not a career suit who’d kiss-off any 
confirmed POWs to gamer points with 
higher-up puppetmasters. For now, we 
needed him in the fold. If he was some¬ 
body’s inside man, we’d have to chance it. 

We were tipped by Bill that nosey Thais 


were getting curious about our operation 
and that Agency operatives had likely 
latched on to us even before we cleared cus¬ 
toms at Don Muang Airport. But our focus 
remained on Muong Sai, not cafe intrigues. 
We therefore opted to submerge any para¬ 
noia and concentrate on the mission at hand. 

Zab voiced repeated assertions that the 
Agency was highly interested in the Muong 
Sai area and had conceivably blinked its 
green lights to Brown thereby allowing us 
to proceed with our missions. 

China was still doing a bit of low-key 
saber-rattling relating to launching their 
Lao-led insurrection. It was, therefore, 
imperative that we get to Muong Sai, obtain 
confirmation photos of Americans and put 
operational our project to snatch these guys. 
If we failed, they’d be relocated — or dead. 

We couldn’t have cared less about the 
PRC expanding its sphere of influence but 
we did care about any Americans up there 
twisting in the wind. 

But we, meanwhile, were stuck in the 
“no sweat” world of Bill Young whose, 
“Just hang in a bit longer, Bob” routine was 
wearing thin. But he was hardly the only 
barracuda circling the good ship SOF. 


TIMELINE OF SOF INVOLVEMENT: 

February 1981: Fred Zabitosky receives a telephone call from retired Lt. Col. Bo Gritz inviting 
his participation in a POW rescue attempt. Zab is requested to recruit other Special 
Forces-types. 

March 19811 Pullout from Gritz's '"Operation Velvet Hammer" by Zabitosky, Jim Monaghan, 
Earl Bleacher and others. 

April 1:98lT|fng ^ao meets with Bob Brown and SOF team members in Boulder. Zabitosky, 
Bleachefl®i|iMonaghah gO;on SOFs payroll; Monaghan to remain as a Stateside coordinator. 
Zab, Bleabfoand Jim Coyne dispatched to Bangkok. 

June 1981: SOF team meets and recruits Mingo Applegate and his cohorts, Messrs. Buni and 
Tor, who provide intros, to the two Muong Sai eyewitnesses, each of whom was exhaustively 
interrogated. They also promised to order contacts inside Laos to retrieve a chemical gas 
artillery round and a grenade with like contents (Le. the infamous and elusive "Yellow Rain.") 
Yours truly arrives in Bangkok. 

July 1^i^^|3|[^rrient : piChiang Rai safehouse. Team receives Brown's OK to scout location 
of and to initiate construction of "Liberty City" pending Thai approval (granted by 7 July 81). 

August 1981: American Consul from Chiang Mai visits our Chiang Rai safehouse. Bill Young 
brought aboard via recommendation from "Mo Steinberg," a former Air America pilot. Young 
soon begins to divert attention from POW issue to urging Browns support of the anti-commu¬ 
nist Laotian resistance. 

31 August 1981: Thai Intelligence pulls the plug on SOF involvement at "Liberty City" due to 
danger of open hostilities with Viet Nam. Zabitosky, et al. depart for CONUS leaving Bill Young 
to honcho close-down of "Liberty City" and the POW project. 

February 1982: Bob Brown continues to hang in. Second SOF team arrives Thailand to link 
with Bill Young. 

March-July 1982: Because of lack of progress on POW front and staggering costs, Bob Brown 
reluctantly decides to cease all SOF involvement... until Young proposes all-out support of Lao 
Resistance. August 1982: SOF 's Bangkok "penthouse" closed. Bill Young retained on payroll 
after Brown's team departs Thailand. 

15 March 1982: Brown cables Young terminating his employment ... and any further 
•assbciatrohL ' ~T.R. 


“Mountain Man Mingo” Appleton, 
ordered by Zab to oversee the goings on up 
at “Liberty City,” trotted out another 
Laotian, “Ko Long” (name not changed), an 
engineer who was supposedly tight with a 
Pathet Lao governor at guess where? 
Muong Sai. 

Mingo’s amigos, Tor and Buni, whom 
you’ll recall were responsible for producing 
our two witnesses, also swore this guy was 
legit. They said Ko could arrange a mass 
jailbreak should Brown decide to play — 
and pay — along. Ko’s buddy, the governor, 
see, would get his Pathet Lao buddies to ice 
the NVA guards, then grab the American 
prisoners, pile ’em into trucks, drive at 
breakneck, bone-wracking speed to the 
banks of the Mekong, then send ’em across 
one at a time as Brown simultaneously 
launched bag-fulls of U.S. greenbacks 
across to the governor’s waiting arms. 

Bob again spun the wheel even though 
Buni & friend were not exactly batting a 
thousand: We were still without confirma¬ 
tion from Muong Sai and receipt of the 
“Yellow Rain” artillery round and grenade 
was “delayed.” However, it was thought, all 
bases should be covered. Thus, with the first 
$500 installment of Bob’s dough, Ko Long 
codenamed “Brave One,” set out for the 
wilds of Laos to plot buy-out possibilities. 

Meanwhile, our armed troops at 
“Liberty City,” many of whom had trekked 
down from China, were antsy to get on with 
the recon at Muong Sai. Young, however, 
prolonged the waiting game, citing diplo¬ 
matic difficulties in getting his official OK 
for us to launch for Muong Sai. 

With Bob and Coyne heading back to 
CONUS to take care of other business, Zab 
and I settled in for the wait; two weeks 
stretching to nearly three months. Buni and 
Tor, and then Young, coughed up all sorts of 
excuses: Monsoons, sick relatives, non- 
cooperative Thai border guards, ad infinitum. 

Brown, having returned to Boulder, was 
frantically lining up some heavy-bread busi¬ 
ness-types to whom he was pitching this lat¬ 
est buyout proposal. There was a good deal 
of interest — but no forthcoming cash. 

One stalwart beacon of hope, however, 
remained in D.C. whom Brown could count 
upon: A gallant career member of our intel¬ 
ligence services, Admiral Alan Paulson, laid 
his pension on the block and promised to 
provide certain data pertaining to positively 
IDing any rescued Americans should Ko’s 
scheme bear fruit. 

No chance of that, though, since Ko 
Long, the conniving little bastard, finally 
slithered from his hole in late August 
mouthing just four words: “Governor say 
not interested.” 

Here are four back at him: “Fuck you 
very much.” 

With Mingo’s, Bum’s, Tor’s and Bill 
Young’s credibility sinking, only their two 
Muong Sai eyewitnesses could save them 
from being sacked. Young, I suppose in des¬ 
peration, latched onto Brown’s support to 
the “ever-growing,” but thus far invisible, to 
us at least, Laotian resistance movement, 
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which had now (allegedly) targeted 
Sayaboury Province as kick-off for their 
grand offensive. 

Bill continued to shift focus from the 
POW effort, saying that now was a bad time 
to perform our recon since our Thai hosts 
were getting cold feet. But while we just 
waited, why not thrill the Supreme 
Command and up the Resistance to 
front-burner priority? 

So, what to do? 

Shutdown 

Austerity measures were put into quick 
effect: Our Chiang Rai house was closed 
and Young was placed in overall command 
of SOFs efforts. Zab was understandably 
miffed at being replaced. But Brown 
thought Young possessed the contacts and 
expertise to permanently weld the tribal 
coalition and keep his ear to the ground for 
any POW intelligence. 

Assured by Bill that all would again turn 
butterside-up with the Thais, Young insisted 
on giving our boys up at ‘‘Liberty City” the 
bad news personally ... with cash bonuses 
for their efforts. 

We reluctantly folded our bedrolls and 
headed for the Don Muang Airport, our 
future solely in Bill’s questionable hands. 

Cutting through the afternoon clouds on 
the JAL 747 en route to Tokyo’s Narita, my 
thoughts raced back through the previous 
four months. We thought we’d made head¬ 
way but it had cost more than $125,000 of 
Brown’s bucks to do it. I should know; I 
picked up the money. In relative terms, 
though, we hadn’t seen nuttin’ yet. 

For time zones away in Chiang Mai, Bill 
Young was laying out his mother of all 
schemes: Bob Brown’s sole financial 
takeover of the Laotian Resistance 
Movement! 

Stateside —Fall/Winter 1981: 

Young kept Bob Brown and yours truly 
abreast of alleged goings-on within the 
Resistance via cables, phone calls and 
MOPSUMS (Monthly Operational 
Summaries) which were very elaborate, 
very by-the-manual. Wishful thinking ruled 
so there was a chance — however slim — 
that Young now was flying straight. Caring 
only about the any POWs, Brown bit the 
slug and continued forwarding monthly pay 
and expense checks (covering everything 
from new tires for Bill’s pick-up down to 
the last bowl of rice and copy of Time). 

SOFs other financial obligations were 
formidable but Young’s fledgling proposal 
of supporting the Resistance “on a very lim¬ 
ited scale” (his words) to the subtle tune of 
only $10,500 monthly (plus, of course, his 
salary and expenses). For the average 30- 
day period, Brown was laying out about 
$13,500 minimum. 

From financing a POW hunt — to back¬ 
ing construction of “Liberty City” and sup¬ 
porting more than 130 armed troops — to 
this new nest of snakes! 

Brown felt we were being shafted big- 
time, but he nevertheless opted to saddle us 


up for another Southeast Asian go-round. 

Young’s latest “viable” backburner pro¬ 
ject percolating in the wings — the backing 
of a no-shit, sure-thing Wa tribal insurrec¬ 
tion over in Burma — was immediately 
vetoed by Brown: “My resources are limited 
so I trust you’ll understand that I can finance 
only one fucking revolution at a time\” 

Wanting to pursue to the nth degree any 
potential route to information on living 
American POWs Bob decided for us to hit 
Bangkok for only a short period. 

Bill had, indeed, given our loyal 
“Liberty City” troops their “discharges,” 
placed Mingo on waivers and had him 
shipped out of country. He also gave Buni 
and Tor unceremonious heave-hos before 
expanding his dual role as SOF liaison and 
gentleman schemer. 



7 July 1981: Lahu troops who resided at 
“Liberty City” long after Bill Young shut it 
down. 


Zabitosky Returns 

Unbeknownst to us, Fred Zabitosky had 
already arrived back in Thailand, still in a 
snit over being replaced by Young, but more 
than eager to get things boiling up at what 
was left of “Liberty City” after the Thais 
and Young orchestrated its demise. 

Zab was still palling around with Tor, 
scrounging for hard MIA intell, but 
employed this time by PROJECT FREE¬ 
DOM, an outfit Brown liked and to which 
he time-to-time contributed. SOF had its 
show to run and Zabitosky had his, with 
Muong Sai still very much on all our minds. 

So, again, Zab trekked up to “Liberty 
City,” where, surprisingly, 20 to 30 troops 
were still hanging about, talk of POW res¬ 
cues and Laos insurrections still thick in 
the air. 

But his stay in Thailand was short-lived. 
After several weeks, PROJECT FREEDOM 
opted to stand-down his activities due to 
extreme financial pressures back in 
CONUS. 

So out of luck and ready cash, Zab was 
forced to head home. 

Before his departure, Zabitosky and I 
ran into one another at the Nana Hotel 
where he filled me in on some interesting 
information: The previous summer, after I’d 
departed, the Agency sent over an inter¬ 
rogator “Dave Klaxton,” and a polygraph 
technician who did some studies on the 
hand-drawn maps produced by our two Lao. 


According to SR-71 aerial shots of Muang 
Sai, our witnesses’ diagrams were one 
building off. If the CIA wanted photos of 
Muong Sai, there had to be something hot 
up there — and our Laotian eyewitnesses 
had to have been there. 

In addition, the previous winter, while 
leafing through some files at a friend’s New 
Mexico home, he discovered a 1969 CIA 
document pertaining to a Pathet Lao prison¬ 
er of war camp — at Muong Sai, Laos! 

Why Zab didn’t drop this on us before, I 
don’t know. But I can guess it had some¬ 
thing to do with Young’s replacing him as 
SOF’s in-country Project Director. 

Zabitpsky continued saying that the 
Agency couldn’t get near Muong Sai during 
the Vietnam War; that it was completely 
controlled by the Red Chinese and that they 
had poured beaucoup work and people into 
that vicinity. It was — and still might be — 
loaded with high tech commo and radar 
gear and maybe anti-aircraft systems. 

The road north of Muong Sai leads into 
Yunnan Province, PRC, and was construct¬ 
ed completely by the Chinese. For some 
strange reason, it was put off-limits to 
American bombers during the War. 

There had been one aircraft to go down 
right at Muong Sai and the pilot had been a 
Taiwanese civilian, Chi-Yuen. His name 
appears on the Alpha Roster where he was 
listed at Category 1 (i.e. missing). What 
Zabitosky could not confirm — but strong¬ 
ly suspected — was that the crash sites 
within our 1981 area of operations were 
where aircraft — with civilian crews only 
— were downed (i.e. Air America planes). 

Why were we treated with kid gloves? 
Because there existed a good possibility 
that we were secretly being utilized by the 
Agency to go after some of their missing 
personnel, something they hadn’t been 
able to do. 

Klaxton never insinuated that we’d 
been wasting our efforts in focusing on 
Muong Sai. 

There were six civilian MIAs in our 
area, with one being listed as KIABNR 
(Killed In Action Body Not Recovered), 
from three different aircraft. With other 
crash sites so close to Pak Beng, it would 
make sense to take all prisoners north up the 
highway to Muong Sai. 

The two missing Americans closest to 
Muong Sai are James Ackley and Clarence 
Driver, who went down in a C-123-K at QB 
230980 near Pak Beng on 7 March 73. At a 
second site another C-123-K crashed; its 
missing being Roy F. Townley (his daugh¬ 
ter, Janet, was part of the Gritz operations) 
and George L. Ritter. Presumed dead was 
Edward J. Weissenback. They went down in 
Sayaboury Province at QB 410610 on 27 
December 71. 

Combined, our two Laotian eyewitness¬ 
es saw four Americans; but each saw just 
two. Other reports, some from their friends, 
attested to 10 to 18; possibly even 22 POWs 
at Muong Sai. 

Continued on page 108 
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IMMACULATE 

CONSCRIPTION 


Why would a senior member of the 
Clinton Administration — widely criticized 
for its dearth of military veterans in high- 
level positions — not list his military service 
in his official White House biography? This 
simple question started an investigation 
that has gone on for more than a year and a 
half In this article , SOF will provide previ¬ 
ously unpublicized historical information 
and an analysis of that data to assist SOF 
readers in gaining a better understanding of 
why the Clinton national security apparatus 
has functioned as it has. 

Washington, D.C., is a town of perverse 
reality. Myths are accepted as truth. Bald- 
faced liars are enshrined as political icons 
(if not presidents). And relatively anony¬ 
mous staffers are granted extraordinary 
power and influence based solely upon per¬ 
sonal connections to people who can waive 
the stringent background checks normally 
required for such staff assignments. 


Sandy Berger 
And The Very 
Selective Service 

by Roger Charles 


The case in point involves Bill Clinton’s 
National Security Advisor, Samuel R. 
“Sandy” Berger. This article focuses on 
irrefutable irregularities and serious indica¬ 
tions of violations of the Military Selective 
Service Act of 1967 relative to Berger’s 
gaining a draft deferment in March 1968 
while a freshman at Harvard Law School. 

In the first weeks of Clinton’s presiden¬ 
cy, Berger was the number two official on 


the National Security Council staff when 
the new administration sent armored vehi¬ 
cles to assault the Branch Davidian com¬ 
pound in Waco, Texas. Less than six months 
later the same national security appa¬ 
ratchiks refused a field commander’s 
request for nearly identical armor to protect 
U.S. troops in Mogadishu, Somalia. Eight¬ 
een Army Rangers and Delta Force com¬ 
mandos died in a disastrous firefight that 
ended only after armored vehicles were bor¬ 
rowed from Pakistan and Malaysian allies. 

Based on his record of these and other 
accomplishments, Berger was promoted 
and during the second Clinton term has 
been the number one man on the NSC staff 
— Bill Clinton’s Henry Kissinger. 

Berger’s hawkish role in the Wag-The- 
Dog cruise missile attack on a Sudanese 
“aspirin” factory received widespread 
media attention. As did his fervent support 
of the air war against Yugoslavia, which 
produced among other triumphs, the preci- 
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sion guided munitions attack on a Belgrade 
television station, followed by the bombing 
of the Peoples Republic of China embassy 
in the same city. 

Given the still unresolved questions 
about the wisdom of the cited actions, there 
is more than sufficient justification for the 
national media to have examined Berger’s 
personal military record. Yet, until this arti¬ 
cle, he has received a pass on this issue. 

The Conventional Wisdom 

In the fall of 1998, a former senior 
national security official mentioned that he 
had just learned that, contrary to conven¬ 
tional wisdom inside the Washington 
Beltway, A1 Gore was not the only senior 
Clinton White House official with military 
service. Sandy Berger had actually been in 
the Army Reserve during the Vietnam era. 

A visit to the White House web site 
revealed that Berger’s official biography did 
not list any military service. A major profile 
piece in the Washington Post (6 December 
1996) by John Harris had no mention of 
Berger’s military service. Likewise with a 
major New York Times profile (25 August 
1999) by R. W. Apple, Jr. — no mention of 
any military service in Berger’s past. 

In a town where exaggerating one’s 
achievements and padding one’s resume is 
the norm and not the exception, Berger’s 
reverse action of not claiming military ser¬ 
vice seemed rather strange. 

A telephone call to Vietnam vet B.G. 
“Jug’ Burkett confirmed that Berger had 
indeed been a member of the Army 
Reserve. Burkett is an acknowledged expert 
on military service records for the Vietnam 
period, having co-authored and self-pub¬ 
lished a great book, Stolen Valor: How the 
Vietnam Generation Was Robbed of its 
Heroes and its History. (Using a credit card 
for payment, you can order a copy by call¬ 
ing 800-253-6789.) 

Burkett even provided a copy of 
Berger’s Army Reserve record, obtained 
under the Freedom Of Information Act from 
the National Personnel Records Center in 
St. Louis, Missouri. 

Using information contained in Berger’s 
Army Reserve records, this author sent a 
FOIA request for a copy of Berger’s draft 
records to the Selective Service System 
headquarters in Arlington, Virginia. 

And, as described below, a close exami¬ 
nation of Berger’s Army Reserve and draft 
records answered the simple question that 
started this investigation: Why would a 
senior member of the Clinton Administra¬ 
tion — with its dearth of military veterans 
— not list his military service in his official 
White House biography? 

The analysis showed that Berger had 
every reason to avoid even mentioning his 
draft and military history, much less calling 
attention to it by including it in his biogra¬ 
phy on the White House web site. 

There are clear irregularities pointing to 
possible illegalities concerning Berger’s 
receiving a March 1968 draft deferment. 

The most serious discrepancy in 


Berger’s draft and military history was evi¬ 
dent almost immediately after constructing 
a timeline of key dates. 

The Miraculous Draft Deferment 

Berger’s Selective Service System 
records showed that his draft board, Local 
Board #21, Poughkeepsie, New York, 
reclassified him from “2-S” (student defer¬ 
ment) to “1-D” on “3-21-68.” The 1-D 
deferment is granted for status as a “Member 
of a Reserve component or student taking 
military training.” The federal law in effect 
at the time stipulated that a reservist was 
entitled to a 1-D deferment while satisfacto¬ 
rily performing his 6-year obligation. 

But, Berger’s Army Reserve records 
show that he did not enlist, i.e., officially 
commence his Army Reserve service, in the 
114th Personnel Service Company, Boston, 
Massachusetts, until “28 May 68.” 
According to federal law, Berger’s 1-D 
deferment should not have gone into effect 
until some date on or after 28 May. 

The anomaly was almost breathtaking in 
both its stark simplicity and its serious 


import. Somehow, someone had improperly 
— and perhaps illegally — manipulated the 
Selective Service System so that Berger 
gained a 1-D draft deferment based on his 
being a “Member of a Reserve component” 
nearly 10 weeks before he qualified for such 
a deferment by joining the reserves! 

To put this incredible sequence of events 
in proper historical perspective it’s impor¬ 
tant to note that on 16 February 1968, 
President Lyndon B. Johnson ended gradu¬ 
ate school deferments for 260,000 law 
school students, future professors and kin¬ 
dred souls living the good life in their 
heretofore draft-proof safe havens. 

In his award-winning biography of Bill 
Clinton, First in His Class: The Biography 
of Bill Clinton , Washington Post reporter 
David Maraniss wrote that Clinton’s peers 
referred to the 16th as “Black Friday.” 

For those like Sandy Berger who were in 
their first year of graduate school, Johnson’s 
decision was stereotypical good news-bad 
news. The good news was only moderately 


so — Berger would be allowed to complete 
his freshman year of Harvard Law School. 
The bad news was black indeed — Berger 
and his draft-deferred peers would almost 
certainly be inducted since the Selective 
Service System at that time was inducting 
first those who were oldest, i.e., who had 
enjoyed their student and other deferments 
for the longest period. 

Berger had already enjoyed four years of 
undergraduate deferment at Cornell 
University from 1963 to 1967, and was well 
over half way through his first year at 
Harvard Law School. 

Contemporaneous writings and subse¬ 
quent historical treatments provide vivid 
descriptions of the reaction to Lyndon 
Johnson’s ending the graduate school defer¬ 
ments — a rush of pure terror through the 
hearts of those directly effected. 

Their feelings of dread were only exac¬ 
erbated as the post-Tet 1968 casualty lists 
soared with several hundred Americans 
being listed as “KIA” each week for much 
of the period under discussion. 

The enormous effect of the 16 February 


presidential edict is well represented by 
quoting the then-President of Harvard 
University who said the only people enter¬ 
ing graduate school in the fall of 1968 
would be “the lame, the halt, the blind and 
the female.” With heated rhetoric like this 
from such a respected (and not directly 
effected) public figure, it’s easy to under¬ 
stand the near panic among those whose “2- 
S” deferments were shortly to expire. 
Berger and his peers faced a very stark real¬ 
ity — carrying rifles in the rice paddies and 
jungles of Vietnam. 

While such a future was not an absolute 
certainty, later statistics show that Berger 
had every reason to be concerned. By 1969 
nine out of 10 draftees were serving in 
Vietnam where draftees made up over 80% 
of the infantry riflemen — known as “11 
Bravos.” In 1965 draftees had comprised 
only 28% of battle deaths, but by 1967 
draftees were 57% of combat deaths — and 
1968, the year of heaviest fighting and casu¬ 
alties, was yet to come. 



NOVeMBeR 2000 ^ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE • 25th Anniversary Issue 


SI 



I' 



SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM 


EXTRACT OF REGISTRANT CLASSIFICATION RECORD 


The following information concerning the Selective Service registrant named has been extracted 1“™ the 
Classification Record (SSS Fora 102), Unless otherwise noted, all entries on this record are included. 
See reverse side for brief explanation of classification descriptions. 
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According to sources familiar with the 
114th at the time Berger joined, the unit was 
loaded with well-connected Boston 
Brahmins and even included a sprinkling of 
professional athletes. 

William Strouse, who co-authored a 
definitive work on the draft, Chance and 
Circumstance , confirmed this picture of the 
post-“Black Friday” draft scene and has 
said it was almost impossible to get into a 
Boston reserve unit at this time. Indicative 
of the scramble to secure a 1-D deferment, 
Strouse and his co-author wrote that, “At 
the end of 1968, with the draft still in full 
force, the Army National Guard had a wait¬ 
ing list of 100,000,” 

Another source, currently an Army civil¬ 
ian personnel specialist at an Army post in 
Massachusetts, and who also had 30 years 
in the Army Reserve, said “the only way to 
get into the 114th was to buy your way in,” 
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When the various dates of Berger’s Selective Service 
classification and enlistment in the reserves (as out¬ 
lined in these documents obtained under the 
Freedom of Information Act) were examined, things 
got curiouser and curiouser. 
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Had “the system,” as defined by law 
(and by Selective Service regulations that 
had the force of law) worked for Berger as 
it was supposed to have worked, he was in 
dire danger of wearing olive-drab fatigues 
by late summer, maybe sooner. 

No Comment 

Not surprisingly, Berger has opted for 
the standard Washington response when 
faced with questions about some unpleas¬ 
antness not easily susceptible to being spun 
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in a favorable direction. Berger 
has made no direct comment. 

So let’s have the facts speak 
for him. 

In only 24 working days 
after LBJ killed the graduate 
school deferments, Berger’s 
draft board had received and 
acted upon some sort of invalid 
certification that Berger had 
joined a Reserve unit. Since he 
did in fact join such a unit 68 
days later, it’s reasonable to assume that the 
unit was one and the same — the 114th 
Personnel Service Company, U.S. Army 
Reserve, Boston, Massachusetts. 

The 114th was not a combat or even 
combat support unit. The unit, with an 
authorized strength of four officers, four 
warrant officers and 210 enlisted soldiers, 
provided administrative and personnel ser¬ 
vices to an Army Reserve infantry division. 
The only sound of action in the 114th was 
the clickity-clack of the typewriters. 


either literally with money or figuratively 
with political influence. 

Retired Army Reserve Colonel Frank 
DaMico (who later served with Berger in a 
second reserve unit in Rockville, Maryland 
— the 2287th Reserve Dental Detachment) 
confided that a former commander with the 
New Jersey National Guard told him that 
the price had been $1,500.00 to get in a 
New Jersey guard unit during the latter peri¬ 
od of the Vietnam war. 

One scholarly tome on the Selective 
Service System reported that a New York 
City draft board member was arrested and 
convicted of selling Vietnam-era draft 
deferments for as much as $30,000.00 per 
deferment. 

So how did the law school student from 
a small town in New York get head-of-the- 
line privileges to join a Boston-based 
reserve unit, at a time there was near des¬ 
peration among graduate students to avoid 

Continued on page 96 
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linton-Gore Diverts Hunters’ Trust Fu 


Reno’s Justice Dept. Says Individuals 
Have No Right to Own Guns 


White House Blames “Hunting and Sport 
Shooting Culture” for Violence in America 


-Lawsuits Could Shut Down Firearms 


Industry 




lore Public Lands Closed To Huntert 















On Election Day, your children and grandchildren 
are depending on you to defend hunting and 
preserve our cherished way of life. 





























On November 7tn, make your voice heard. 


You’ll never forget when your father gave you that first gun, or the first time he took you in 
hand to teach you what it meant to be a responsible sportsman. For millions of families, 
hunting has forged bonds that can never be broken. 

But at the dawn of the twenty-first century, our heritage is under attack as never before. 
Janet Reno’s Justice Department says you have no right to own a firearm. Politicians blame 
the hunting culture for the problem of violence in our society, while the media portrays our 
sport as barbaric and outdated. Meanwhile, unwise development and new government 
regulations have closed millions of acres to outdoor enthusiasts. 

Future generations are counting on you to preserve our cherished way of life. On Election 
Day, November 7th, make your voice heard. Vote for candidates who respect our firearms 
rights and support our hunting heritage. 

Tomorrow’s hunters will thank you. 

For more information, call 1-800-392-V0TE. 












A Message from James Jay Baker 


Only by voting can we save our hunting heritage 


Today, we live in a society that is less and less 
receptive to the pastime that is so special to us. 

With every passing day, the United States is 
becoming more urbanized, less knowledgeable 
about wildlife management issues, and more hostile to 
our way of life. 

The future of hunting can only be assured by those of us 
who live it and practice it. That’s why this year’s elections 
are so important, and why it’s absolutely essential for every 
hunter to vote this November. 

For the past eight years, we’ve seen our rights come 
under repeated attacks from opportunistic politicians in 
Washington. Time and again, Bill Clinton and Al Gore have 
shamelessly preyed on the misplaced fears of the American 
people, never missing an opportunity to exploit tragedy to 
further their own anti-gun, anti-hunting agenda. In the 
Clinton-Gore world, the criminal who misuses a firearm to 
injure or kill is not the problem. Rather, it is America's gun 
and hunting “culture” that is to blame. 

Under this administration, the once non-partisan U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife service has been twisted into a political 
instrument to further the White House’s social and political 
goals. Millions of dollars collected from hunters and fish¬ 
ermen in excise taxes and earmarked for the enhancement 
of our nation’s fish and game populations were diverted to 
fund pet projects of Bill Clinton and Al Gore. They’ve so 
corrupted the sportsmen's trust fund that government 
investigators recently called it “one of the worst managed 
programs we have ever encountered." 

The misuse of government resources is not limited to 
the Fish and Wildlife Service. Under the direction of 
the White House, the Department of Housing and 


Urban Development is spearheading the effort to 
bankrupt the American firearms industry through 
frivolous lawsuits funded with your tax dollars. 

But the most telling indicator of the Clinton-Gore 
Administration’s contempt for our heritage was revealed 
in a Second Amendment case before the U.S. Court of 
Appeals in New Orleans earlier this summer. Before a 
panel of federal judges, the government lawyer from the 
Department of Justice stated that only persons serving 
in the National Guard were entitled to own firearms, 
and then only those firearms necessary for their duties. 

In the eyes of this Administration, you have no right to own 
any firearms, regardless of their suitability for hunting or 
self-defense. 

If we don’t stand together against this assault on our 
heritage, our children and grandchildren will never know 
the kinship and tradition that have made hunting such an 
important part of our lives. And that is why on Election 
Day, we must put an end to the anti-gun, anti-hunting 
policies of Bill Clinton and Al Gore. 

I hope you will take the time to learn where the candidates 
stand on the future of hunting, the Second Amendment, 
and other sportsmen’s issues. And I urge you to go to the 
polls on Election Day and support those candidates who 
share our views. Nothing less than the future of our 
outdoor heritage depends on it. 

Vote. 
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VOTE 

ESBSSESi 

Save Hunting 
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James Jay Baker 
Executive Director, NRA-ILA 



For more information, call 1-800-392-VOTE. 
www.NRAILA.org 

National Rifle Association-Institute for Legislative Action 
11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, Virginia 22030 









EL SALVADOR 


A Decade 
Fighting The 
Evil Empire 

TEXT & PHOTOS BY 

Peter G. Kokalis 


I went to El Salvador to fight the 
Evil Empire 21 times, more than 
any other member of the SOF staff. 
It became personal, very personal. 
My first trip was in 1983. My last 
occurred in 1992; just before the 
peace accord was signed. My 
decade in El Salvador was the sem¬ 
inal experience of my life. I wrote about my 
experiences 15 times in Soldier Of Fortune, 
Although nothing I wrote could ever convey 
the emotions and memories I hold so close to 
my heart, what follows is a brief, more or 
less chronological summary of my training 
missions, including the issue of SOF in 
which my account appeared. 


September 1983 

The first and last words of the first arti¬ 
cle I ever wrote about El Salvador bear 
repeating as they eerily set the tone for my 
entire decade in that tormented land. 

Four companies of men pile out of new, 
tan-colored Ford, 3-ton trucks and fall into 
formation in front of the headquarters 
building at Ilopango Airport, El Salvador. 
The usual grunting and straining is accom¬ 
panied by the clatter and banging of field 
equipment and infantry weapons . 

My attention is drawn first to their cam- 
mies, a pattern I do not recognize . My eyes 
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sweep upward and lock on their faces — 
regal Mayan features , covered by death 
masks applied with black face paint. 

“Who are they?” I ask, turning to the 
MilGroup adviser standing 
next to me. “The Atlacatl 
Battalion, n he replies. “Ztad 
asses, the toughest unit in El 
Salvador — an immediate- 
reaction battalion. They 
really kick ass. When they 
move in, the Gs [guerrillas] 
move out or die. ” 

..While forever attracted 
to its implements, God, how 
I loathe war. And yet ... no 
wine gives fiercer intoxica¬ 
tion, no drug more vivid 
exaltation. ” 


My first full day in coun¬ 
try I trained the antiaircraft/perimeter- 
defense battery at Ilopango Airport on the 
disassembly-assembly/cleaning and mainte¬ 
nance of the M16A1 rifle. The following 
day I worked with the doorgunners of the 
helicopter squadron and their M60D guns. 
Afterwards, I walked over to where the 
company from the Atlacatl Battalion was 
assembled and began to examine and work 
on their badly abused M60s. That evening 
First Lieutenant David Koch of the Atlacatl 
Battalion stopped by the hotel and asked if I 
could help them with Las Cincuentas , as 
they called their .50-caliber Browning M2 
HB machine guns. The next day I did and 
the day following I worked with the Atlacatl 
M60 gunners. It was the beginning of my 
long association with the Atlacatl Battalion. 


In the classroom and the field, SOF 
Technical Editor Peter G. Kokalis tirelessly 
trained troops and inspected the small arms 
of Salvadoran armed forces. September ’83. 


SOF ’s Kokalis watches TOC and guerrilla 
camps fade as he leaves combat zone by 
chopper. June ’84 


Under the command of Lieutenant Colonel 
Domingo Monterrosa Barrios and their 
executive officer Major Jose Armando 
Azmitia Melara they were without doubt the 
finest combat unit in El Salvador. 

January 1984 

I conduct an intensive three-week 
retraining cycle for the elite Atlacatl 
Battalion. Since its inception on 1 March 
1982, the battalion has seen more combat 
than any unit in El Salvador The year prior 
to my training cycle the battalion had spent 
almost 80% of its time on combat opera¬ 
tions. I had timed my arrival to correspond 
with the battalion’s return from a two-month 
operation in guerrilla-infested Morazan 
Province. I trained the battalion armorers, 
conducted a section weapons seminar for all 
the officers and NCOs, trained the M60 
GPMG and .50 caliber Browning M2 HB 
crews in depth, and conducted intensive 
ambush/counter-ambush drills. 

March 1984 

Assignment to Salvadoran Cavalry 
Regiment — work with French AAT 7.62 
NF1 GPMG, coaxial gun on the Panhard 
Armored Car, and the earliest version of 
Heckler and Koch’s HK21 GPMG, as 
well as the Argentine FMK 9mm subma¬ 
chine gun. 


June 1984 

Back to my beloved Atlacatl Battalion, 
this time in Indian country — just east of 
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M203. He concurred. 

While training Hoops of the 3rd Infantry 
Brigade in San Miguel, I uncover eight FN 
MAG 58 GPMGs abandoned by the 
Somozistas when they fled Nicaragua. 

Unfortunately, they were 
set up for the German 
DM 1 non-disintegrating 
belt so they departed with 
me on the helicopter back 
to the armory at the 
Atlacatl Battalion 
cuartel. The extractor 
groove tab on the DM1 
link is located upper 
dead-center and therefore 
the rear cartridge stop 
was positioned on the 
bottom of the feed tray. 
The U.S. M13 link has its 
extractor groove tab on the right side. 
Working with a hack saw, swiss files and a 
Moto tool, I converted all eight feed trays to 
reliably accept the M13 link. Cannibalizing 
parts, five of these guns were put back into 


Lt. Col. Mauricio Staben of the 
Cavalry Regiment, SOF ’s Kokalis 
and Atlacatl 1st. Lt. David Koch pose 
with Panhard AML 245 armored car. 
March ’84 


SOFTechnical Editor Peter G. Kokalis 
fires M2 .50 caliber Browning aircraft 
gun from left cupola of Ml 14 tracked 
vehicle. July ’85. 


Kokalis (below, right) and Atlacatl Bn., 7th 
Company CO 1st. Lt. David Koch lead 
ambush training. Kokalis carries Beretta SC 
70 SHORT and Koch holds M16A1 while 
wearing Combat Equipment Sales, Inc. 
combat vest with Gerber Mark I combat 
knife. March ’84 


the Rio Lempa in Usulutan Province, El 
Salvador. The rugged terrain was infested 
with communist guerrillas, swarming gnats, 
tall grass and choking heat. I was part of a 
217-man relief column, commanded by 1st 
Lt David Koch. Our objective was the 
Atlacatl TOC (Tactical Operations Center) 
established the day before, after fierce and 
bloody fighting, on a hill called Hacienda El 
Carmen, 4.4 klicks from the village of San 
Marcos Lempa where we had left the 
trucks, which had carried us from the bat¬ 
talion cuartel. Humping up and down hills 
for several days, I carry an FN FAL in com¬ 
bat for the last time. Its weight as I climb up 
the last hill to the extraction UH-1H is 
almost unbearable. Men all around me have 
fallen — silent for eternity — to the M16.1 
become committed to die M16 and its 
5.56x45mm cartridge and consign so-called 
.30 caliber battle rifles to the armchair 
experts of the popular gun press. 

December 1984 


‘The cornfield is black and wet. No 
moon, thank God. Com stalks slap against 
me as we glide through the field, painting 
my face, hands and the M16A1 carbine with 
rain drops. It’s a recon patrol with a platoon 
of El Salvador’s famed Atlacatl Battalion ... 
I glance rearward once more to confirm my 
rough back-azimuth on the red lights atop 
the antenna towers adjacent to the Atlacatl 
Battalion cuartel ... Several hours before, 
the Estado Mayor had called the Atlacatl 
OD informing him they had monitored 
radio traffic. Apparently the Gs were mov¬ 
ing around our cuartel and those of the cav¬ 
alry regiment and artillery brigade located 
nearby.” We arrived back at the cuartel at 
approximately 0300 hours. There had been 
no trace of the Gs. 

I had spent two weeks prior conducting 
weapons research and repair with the battal¬ 
ion at their cuartel outside San Salvador. I 
also conducted trials comparing the M79 
and M203 40mm grenade launcher. While 
the M203 when mounted on an M16A1 
returns a rifleman to the platoon, its princi¬ 
pal sighting system is a plastic quadrant 
sight that mounts to the left side of the 
M16A1 carrying handle. It’s entirely too 
fragile and would return from 90 days in the 
bush in a paper bag. It was my recommen¬ 
dation to Major Azmitia that they decline 
the replacement of their M79s with the 
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Kokalis passes out SOF badges to 
Salvadoran helicopter squadron at 
llopango Airbase. September ’83 


“I went to El Salvador to fight the Evil 
Empire 21 times, more than any other 
member of the SOF staff. It became 
personal, very personal.” 


the choir to sing loudly for the Gs. 

July 1985 

I’m in an “A” camp on a hill 300 feet 
above the surrounding countryside, just 
eight clicks from the Honduran border in 
northern El Salvador and part of 
Destacamento Militar No. 2 (Military 
District No. 2). We are providing security 
for a CIA communications center on top of 
the hill and training NCOs. There were only 
50 of us and we were expecting to be hit by 
a guerrilla force of 500 to 1,000, There was 
TacAir in the form of A-37 Dragon fly s at 
llopango Air Base and an infantry' company 
had been sent to probe the northern base of 
our position. As I sat in a slit-trench cut with 
great effort into the powdery red volcanic 
soil full of stubborn boulders, I had very lit¬ 
tle time to contemplate my future prospects, 
as I was entirely too busy stacking belts for 
the M60 GPMG assigned to me, straighten¬ 
ing pins on my half case of M67 grenades 
and lining 40mm high/low pressure 
grenades for my M79 on the side of the 
trench. Using a broken antenna pole, I set a 
limit stake to the left to avoid firing on the 
Ma Deuce crew which we had positioned 


for better cover and concealment about 100 
meters to my front. Intercepted radio traffic 
indicated the Gs would probably attack our 
position that evening. 

David Koch (by now a captain) bor¬ 
rowed my Galil loaded with 100% tracer for 
fire-direction purposes. He threw a few 
rounds into the hill across the saddle. The 
mortar crew began to plot on-call fire for 
the 60 mike-mike. They had the line and 
range after only two rounds. Our two demo 
men set AP mines along the perimeter. I was 
assigned a secondary sector of fire 20 
meters behind my pit at the edge of the hill, 
where I stashed more ammo for the M60. 

At about 0100 hours, dogs began to bark 
all around the base of the hill. Someone was 
active in the area below our camp. Lights and 
movement on the south slope of the hill crept 


toward my secondary sector. Rather than dis¬ 
close our firing positions by opening up, we 
heaved grenades down the hill. The guerril¬ 
las — if that’s what they were — failed to 
make their play. Another night in El Salvador 
with my boots on and my eyes open. 

During this time frame, communist 
Radio Venceremos announces that the fas¬ 
cist government of the United States has 
sent the infamous mercenary, Peter Kokalis, 
to El Salvador to slaughter the innocent 
masses. They declare he has been tried in 
absentia , found guilty and sentenced to 
death. I live to spit on their graves. 

On 23 October 1985 Col. Domingo 
Monterrosa Barrios (by that time comman¬ 
der of the 3rd Infantry > Bngade, in San 
Miguel, and Major Jose Armando Azmitia 
Melara, then commanding officer of the 
Atlacatl Battalion, were killed in a UH-1H 
helicopter by a command-detonated explo¬ 
sive device hidden in captured radio equip¬ 
ment by FMLN communist terrorists. Bob 
Brown and I attend Monterrosa's funeral 
and I swear venganza (revenge). I never 
again step foot in the Atlacatl cuartel. The 
poignant memories are far too overwhelm¬ 
ing. Years later I fly over the former Atlacatl 
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cuartel and see the statue of the Pipil Indian 
with an M16 raised over his head and 
standing above the plaques of the battal¬ 
ion's dead. Uncontrollable tears blind me, 

March 1986 

Flying combat missions aboard the 
ancient AC-47 with three AN-M3 .50 caliber 
Browning machine guns mounted in the two 
windows adjacent to the left cargo door. 
Circling in “pylon turns” and blasting com¬ 
munist guerrillas to pieces was a rewarding 
experience, but after firing no more than 
2,300 rounds all three of our original guns 
had failed and we were forced to call upon 
the spares. The mean rounds between failure 



was less than 700. There were also more 
than one dozen feed stoppages — cleared 
almost immediately by manual cocking. 
Why all these problems with the usually 
incredibly reliable Browning? 

After the mission I spent a day in the air 
force armory inspecting maintenance, repair 
and calibration techniques used on these 
weapons. Not instructed otherwise, the 
Salvadoran armorers submerged the back 
plate assembly, without disassembly, into 
the cleaning solvent. Solvent seeped into 
the buffer housing and got trapped between 
the Belleville washers that then acted as a 
solid wall during the gun’s recoil cycle, rob¬ 
bing the system of all buffering action. The 
consequent stress overload on the recipro¬ 
cating components caused parts to break 
with alarming frequency. The immediate fix 
was to disassemble the back plate with the 
correct spanner, remove the solvent, dry and 
lubricate the washers and all reciprocating 



Bundles manhandled on board UH-1H for 
Atonal Bn. resupply sortie. June ’84 


parts in the bolt and feed assemblies with 
the proper lubricant. As a consequence, the 
number of failures was reduced to accept¬ 
able levels. 

August 1986 

Training the Salvadoran Airborne 
Battalion I am afforded a rare opportunity to 
examine and study captured small arms, 
including Cuban FN FAL rifles, bolt-action 
center-fire military rifles of many types. 
Heckler and Koch G3 rifles and HK21 
machine guns, Ml6s modified in field work 
shops, hand grenades (mostly Soviet, but also 
Czech and even a few Belgian types), and 
small arms ammunition from many countries. 

May 1988 

Working with the “PRAL” a highly 
secret clandestine infiltration group funded 
by the CIA and based at Ilopango, I study a 
wide range of land mines, anti-personnel 
and vehicular, but mostly improvised. They 
range from the Mina Atlacatl (named after 
the Atlacatl Battalion which first encoun¬ 
tered it), Mina Anti-Transporte Arce-1 
(named after the Arce Immediate Reaction 
Battalion), Rayo de la Muerte (Ray of 
Death), Papa (Pope or potato), to the Mina 
Caza-Yanqui (Yankee-Chasing Mine). 

While the U.S. left-wing press never 
ceased its cacophonous chant about the so- 
called human rights abuses of the 
Nicaraguan contras, they remained totally 
silent about the thousands of innocent 
campesinos maimed and murdered by 
Marxist mines in El Salvador. 

May and July 1390 

Training both the Airborne Battalion 
and the ERE ( Equipo de Reaccion Especial 
— Special Reaction Team) of the Policia 
Nacional , I am provided with the opportu¬ 
nity to examine in detail the clandestine 
ComBloc 7.62x62.8mm low-signature car¬ 
tridge designed for assassination — anoth¬ 
er of SOF’s many unique small arms exclu¬ 
sives. In addition, between these two units 


I am able to examine close to 200 
Kalashnikovs. By November of 1989, 
intelligence estimates put the number of 
AKs in El Salvador at almost 20,000.1 also 
study both Vz23 (fixed wooden stock) and 
Vz25 (folding stock) Czech 9mm 
Parabellum submachine guns. I individual¬ 
ly examine approximately 5,000 captured 
caliber 7.62x39mm cartridges and deter¬ 
mine that at least six countries have manu¬ 
factured this ammunition and supplied to 
the FMLN. They were Cuba, the Soviet 
Union, North Korea, Romania, East 
Germany and Bulgaria. 

November 1990 

I designed an intensive five-day course 
for the Equipo de Reaccion Especial (Special 
Reaction Team or ERE) of El Salvador’s 
Policia Nacional (PN), which would provide 
training in the handgun, MP5 submachine 
gun, combat shotgun, and M16A1. 

The ERE more than proved its mettle in 
combat during the November 1989 FMLN 
offensive in San Salvador. During an 
intense three-hour .contact in Colonia Santa 
Marta, four men of the unit were KIA — 
one of them ran out of shells for his shotgun 
— when they were struck down 25 meters 
in front of a terrorist base of fire. Realizing 
they would have to take care of their own, 
16 members of ERE broke through the 
FMLN lines to recover the bodies after four 
days of unrelenting contact without resup¬ 
ply, water or food and equipped with no 
more than their basic load. No amount of 
training can duplicate the fire discipline 
instilled in troops forced to fight for extend¬ 
ed periods with only the ammunition they 
bring into contact. 

September 1991 

Consisting of 50 enlisted personnel and 
one officer, ERE’s mission included sniper 
incidents, barricaded terrorists with 
hostages, VIP protection and counterterror¬ 
ist operations in general. In addition, the 
ERE continued to raid Farabundo Marti 
Liberation Front (FMLN) safe houses on an 
almost daily basis, capturing terrorists and 
large caches of weapons, munitions and 
explosives. All of these scenarios provided 
potential applications for highly skilled 
marksmen with scoped rifles. A three-day 
course was developed for the ERE that 
would offer Level 1 training in basic 
marksmanship, maintenance and the urban 
tactics required of police countersnipers. 

October 1991 

Training the ERE of the Policia Nacional 
presents the opportunity to test and evalua¬ 
tion the previously unknown M26A2 30mm 
shoulder-mounted grenade launcher. The 
system uses a unique VOG-26 30x28mm 
high-low pressure grenade developed from 

Continued on page 112 
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SOF Correspondents Killed In Action 

Over the past 25 years, our correspondents have suffered many near-misses. 
Tragically, several have met death. 

It was my pleasure — and extreme privilege — to have 
known three of our fallen comrades: George Bacon, with whom 
I served during Special Forces medical training at Fort Bragg; 
Mike Echanis, with whom I became acquainted during my first tour at SOF; and Bob 
MacKenzie, with whom I and several others from the magazine worked in El Salvador and 
other war-ripped AOs. They died for their principles — not for journalistic adventure and 
acclaim. They made us "survivors" better men for having crossed their paths, however 
brief that intersect. 


ty loi Reisiigtr 



George Bacon, III 

Born 4 August 1946, U.S.A. 

Died 14 February 1976, Angola 

(See also “The Story of George Bacon,” 
by Robert K. Brown and Robert Himber, 
SOF, Fall 1976.) 

George, if anything, was a 
Renaissance Man: schooled at 
Georgetown, self-taught in 
Vietnamese, an extremely like¬ 
able yet intense individual who 
cut his own swath through the 
triple-canopy of life, and 
placed himself in harm’s way, 
first in South Vietnam with 
Special Forces, then in Laos 
with the CIA and, finally, in Angola. 

I first met him at Fort Bragg in 1967. We 
were in the same Special Forces medical 
class. I recall his complete devotion to his 
studies (medicine and Vietnamese lan¬ 
guage), and his undying determination to 


volunteer later on for duty in South 
Vietnam. I believe he found academia not 
only boring, but ambiguous, and he yearned 
for the opportunity to serve where he could 
defend his personal principles: those of 
freedom for his nation and those under 
Communist threat, personal honor, and ded¬ 
ication to duty and his comrades. 

From “The Story of George Bacon:” 

Said a former Agency case 
officer, ‘7 first remembered him 
in training with the Agency . The 
last time I saw him was when he 
came up to Anchorage . He 
stayed with me for about a 
month after he graduated from 
college in May of 1974. He was 
[then] thinking about going to 
work on the Trans-Alaskan 
Pipeline; he had offers to go to 
work for some geological peo¬ 
ple here and he turned them down. He 
called Washington, D.C. on a Friday and on 
Monday there were tickets in the mail, and I 
knew he was going back to work for the 
Company. Vm surprised the *Kayak* 
(Bacon’s code name in Laos) made it as far 
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as he did . He didn’t have any natural fear of 
anything; whereas the rest of us were scared 
shitless 95% of the time. ... ” 

Michael T. Sharpley, an English ex¬ 
paratrooper who served four years with 
the Territorial Reserves and is a veteran of 
the Rhodesian Army\ met Bacon on 12 
February 1976 in Angola. When asked his 
initial impression of Bacon he recalled, 
"George was a fireball, man. Once he 
made contact with FNLA forces and 
arrived in San Salvador [Angola], there 
was no stopping him; he really went to 
town. Bacon and the other Yanks were 
equipping themselves to leave for the bush 
on the day they arrived. 

u The next time 1 saw Bacon, he was 
mining a bridge. [Gary] Acker, myself and 


the rest of the patrol left Quimba Junction 
about a half-hour after first light. It was on 
our way to San Salvador that we met up 
with Bacon and an Englishman and about 
six Africans. 

u There were two flat concrete bridges. 
George had dug two trenches, one a either 
end of the first bridge. He packed it out with 
500 pounds of TNT. 1 assisted with setting 
the charges; the fuses were already set and 
run back, so we packed earth on top and ran 
Landrovers and forth over it. The mining of 
the bridge was complete, so we stopped 
work and had a skimpy breakfast. 
Afterward, our patrol left and went on to 
San Salvador, leaving Bacon and the others 
to mine the second bridge. That was the last 
time he was seen alive. ” 



By LTC Robert K. Brown and Robert Himber 


The Story of 

GEORGE BACON 

A Twentieth Century Crusader 


Born Augmt 4, 1946, U.5LA. 
Died February 14, 1976. Angola 





Michael Echams 

Born 16 November 1950, U.S.A. 
Died 8 September 1978, Nicaragua 


(See also “Tribute To A Professional Warrior,” 
by N.E. MacDougald, SOF, February 1979.) 

Mike was in every sense a professional warrior. 
His understated and polite demeanor threw many 
people off when they first met him; they likely 
expecting a bombastic, pr e-Rambo caricature of the 
modem soldier. But somewhere under the calm 
exterior you could sense a definite “presence;” noth¬ 
ing sinister, mind you, but the kind of vibes which 
told you if you were ever in deep shit this is the guy 
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you d want slugging it out beside you. 

From “Tribute To A Professional Warrior;” 

Echanis finished high school in 1969, but skipped graduation 
ceremonies to do something he’d wanted to do for years: Join the 
Army. His years in service included an infantry tour in Vietnam 
where, in 1970, the truck in which he was riding was ambushed 
by NVA in An Khe Pass. Wounded almost immediately in the foot 
by an AK-47 round, Echanis returned fire while being hit three 
more times by small-arms fire. He received the Bronze Star with 
“V” device for his heroism. He also received devastating damage 
to his right calf and foot. 

After several delicate operations and eight months in a hos¬ 
pital, an Army doctor told Echanis that he’d probably have only 
limited use of his leg after several months of intense physical 
therapy. Dr. [Wilford] Sanders [father of Chuck Sanders, a 
close boyhood and adulthood friend of Mike] recalls, " When I 

Michael Echanis continued on page 99 
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rmM 


Born 1957^ USA. 

Died 31 May 1989, Thailand 


(See also “Killed In Action,” by Alain Haas and accompa¬ 
nying sidebar “Lance Eugene Motley, 1957-1989,” by John 
Coleman, SOF, November 1989.) 


From Coleman’s sidebar: 

I was at home when Lynne, our receptionist, called and told 
me Lance was dead. In those few seconds before I could 
answer her, I had one of those weird, real-as-reality flashbacks, 
the kind where the subconscious kicks in and plays it right in 
from of your mind’s eye. We were at a party over at our man¬ 
aging editor’s house. Lance and I were in the kitchen talking 
editorial nonsense at the topic changed to his upcoming trip to 
Southeast Asia, to Burma, to cover the Karen rebels. He was 
excited about it. He was kind of burned out on Central and 
South America, and was ready for a new adventure. After 
which, he told me, he was looking forward to coming home to 
attend his 10-year class reunion at the military academy at 
West Point. 

He made it, because that’s 
where they buried him. 

I got to know him [Lance] 
pretty well during our weeks 
together in Honduras. ... Lance 
needed to have things happen 
now if not sooner. He couldn’t 
abide anyone who wouldn r t make 
a decision . He’d drive rear-eche¬ 
lon military types from Salvador 
to the Philippines batty because 
when he wanted to go to the field 
he wouldn’t accept a bureaucrat- 
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ic put-off. They didn’t care for him much, but that didn’t bother 
Lance a whit. 

Lance was doing his job — photographing the Karen defenses 
— when a mortar bomb impacted next to him. ... Whether it was a 
random harassment-and-interdiction round or plotted fire 
becomes a moot point because the damage was done and Lance 
died from it the next day” [after being carried by litter into bor¬ 
dering Thailand]. 

Lance Motley was on his way toward becoming one of the 
world’s best combat correspondents, and I’m damned glad we 
were able to help him along. Whether the job would have palled 
for him in time is something we ’ll never know; the adventure and 
camaraderie of combat may have been only a stepping stone 
toward whatever he would have chosen as his final calling. 
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UNDER 


Born 1948, U.S.A. 

Died 24 February 1995, Sierra Leone 


JSATH OF 
l WARRIOR: 

;0F Staffer 
tilled Bjf Rebets 
n Sierra Leone 


WUA.'SEtt COMBAT 
FOB CIVHUKS 


liSP in ^ f iMfNp Zimbabwe was bom. 

MBpri MacKenzie resigned from 
"“ nd f ^ e Zimbabwe army and 

till Sill ^ joined the South African 

. — ' * D e f ense Force as a special 

forces major In 1981 he joined the Transkei Defence Force as 
second-in-command , Transkei Special Forces Regiment By 
1985, after 15 years abroad, he was ready to come back to the 
United States. 

SOF’s Robert K. Brown gave 
Mackenzie a job as a contributing 
editor for unconventional opera¬ 
tions, and MacKenzie continued his 
unconventional career. In Mozam¬ 
bique he worked in support of REN- 
AMO, the guerrilla freedom fighters, 
securing the release of seven Western 
hostages; he trained and fought in 
Central America; he fought in Coatia 
and in Bosnia. He visited many bizarre 
placed for SOF, contributing articles on 
Russia, Thailand, Suriname, Taiwan and 
Cambodia 


(Please see “Death Of A Warrior,” by his wife, Sibyl 
MacKenzie, SOF, July 1995.) 


At 17, Robert C. MacKenzie joined the U.S. Army. He had 
just finished high school and was awarded an appointment to 
the Air Force Academy. But it was 1966 and a war he didn't 
want to miss was raging in Vietnam. He 
chucked the Air Force, went down to the 
Army recruiting station in San Diego, 

California, and enlisted as an infantry- 
man. By 1967 he was Airborne, had com- I 

pleted the jungle operations course in Qf A 

Panama, and was on his way to Vietnam. ^lr • 

On 29 May 1967 he was hit by a bullet vv arnoi 

storming Mothers Day Hill: After a 

year in the hospital he was permanent- J 

ly retired from the U.S. Army for med- 

All of MacKenzie’s life he had I ^ g* 

wanted to be a soldier. Just because I 

the U.S. Army declared him 70% dis- I 

abled, he wasn't about to give up. In 
1970 he traveled to Rhodesia and, 
passing the rigorous selection 
course, joined the Rhodesian 
Special Air Service (SAS). From 
1970-1980 MacKenzie rose 
through the ranks from a private to 
captain and SAS squadron com¬ 
mander. He received the Bronze 
Cross of Rhodesia for “gallantry 
and determination in action, ” and the Silver 
Cross of Rhodesia for “conspicuous gallantry and leadership in 
action. " 

Politicians ended the war in Rhodesia and in 1980 


i Z}948-W9‘ 


to name a few. In February 

H 1995 he went to Sierra Leone to com¬ 
mand a training team of 60 Gurkhas, and 
on 24 February 1995 he was shot and 
J killed in an assault on the Malal Hills. 

P -■=For his entire career Robert MacKenzie 
1 was a professional. He fought only for 
j causes that he deemed good, and always 
" '" "iP •' resisted the term “mercenary. He certainly 
never took the field for money alone. His 
style of command was to lead, and his most 
cherished moment was to stand and say “Follow me ” and have 
his men follow him into battle. He was calm and capable under 
stress and brave in the face of danger. He was a soldier — and 
he died a soldier's death. 




(above, left to right) MacKenzie, Peter G. Kokalis and Robert K. 
Brown in PRC. (right) In Bosnia, the short-term training team rotat¬ 
ed, but there remained a job to do and MacKenzie returned to con¬ 
tinue training troops of the Tomislav Brigade, as adviser and sec¬ 
ond-in-command to Brig. Gen. Zeljko Glasnovic. 
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□ ne Man, 




□ ne Vote 



Make A 
Difference? 


umus 


have written before, in 
these pages, of the impor¬ 
tance of the presidential 
election this November. I 
have explained why I 
think that will be the most 
important election of your 
life, regardless of your age. 
In this, the last column you 
will see from me before the 
election, let me explain why 
your single and solitary vote 
is of prime importance. 
First, let me remind you 
what is at stake. Standing opposed to us are the forces of the 
extreme left. They have shown themselves to be unrestrained by any 
moral or legal consideration. Remember when A1 Gore answered 
the charge that he had made fund raising phone calls from his White 
House Office, responded that there was “no controlling legal author¬ 
ity” which held that what he had done was illegal? He did not say 
that what he had done was lawful, which any normal person would 
have done if that were the case. He could not say that because the 
clear and unambiguous language of the law said that such phone 
calls were forbidden. Instead he said that there was “ho controlling 


enemy. Western Civilization. 

In short, the issue in this election is whether we will permit a 
lawless and ruthless band of left-wing, anti-intellectual extremists 
— extremists who are openly hostile to our social values — to retain 
the power thfcy need to finish the work they have set out upon. I have 
told you before what is at stake. We stand to lose it all unless we can 
elect George Bush and Dick Cheney. 

In the past, when we have sought to get out the vote for our side, 
we have heard the excuse that “my vote is only one vote, and that 
won’t count for anything.” Such thinking is wrong. In the election 
of 1880, James Garfield defeated former National Rifle Association 
President Winfield Scott Hancock. Garfield’s popular vote majority 
was less than 2,000 more than Hancock. The difference of one vote 
per precinct in the states of New York and Indiana would have made 
the difference. In the election of 1876 Rutherford B. Hayes defeat¬ 
ed Samuel Tilden by one electoral vote. The difference of one vote 
per precinct in California, Delaware, or Oregon would have made 
the difference. The election of 1960, again, would have gone to 
Nixon, instead of Kennedy, had one voter in each precinct in a few 
key states voted the other way. 

You should never make the mistake of thinking that a small 
number is not important. Let me give an example from history of a 
small number whose actions preserved the very concept of democ¬ 
racy and elections. In 480 B.C., Xerxes of Persia was moving 


legal authority,” by which he meant 
that no court of record had ruled 
that it was illegal. In other words, 
no other Vice President has made 
illegal phone calls from the White 
House, gotten caught, been prose¬ 
cuted and convicted, and appealed 
to a U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
and had his conviction upheld. It 
does not mean that the action was 
lawful. 

We know that they are ruthless 
and greedy for power. What will the 
extreme left do if they are allowed 
to remain in power? To answer this, 
first look at America’s colleges and 
universities where they have been 
firmly in power for the last genera- 



against Greece. In the historical 
note to his book, The Gates of Fire, 
Stephen Pressfield quotes Hero¬ 
dotus as saying that the Persians had 
an army of 2 million. In order to 
give Greece time to prepare, 300 
Spartans were sent to the narrow 
pass at Thermopylae and ordered to 
hold the pass against the Persians 
for as long as they could. They were 
given no orders which would have 
permitted retreat after a respectable 
time. For several days they fought, 
inflicting a terrifying toll on the 
Persians. Although every Spartan 
was killed, they gave the rest of 
Greece the time that was needed. 
Eventually the Persians were 


tion. There the values of Western “My vote is only one vote, and that won’t count for anything.” Not defeated and the infant civilization 
Civilization are under attack and are true: The election of 1960 would have gone to Nixon, instead of which gave birth, eventually, to our 
losing ground. Significant figures in Kennedy, had one voter in each precinct in a few key states voted 0 wn, was preserved. Pressfield 
Western thought are dismissed as other wa ^' reports that there is an ancient mon- 


“dead, white, European males.” On 

most college campuses a normal student must choose his words 
carefully. Speech codes have been imposed which restrict how ideas 
may be discussed, and which ideas of the extreme left must never be 
questioned. The orthodox belief system on most campuses is that 
the values by which our society has lived since colonial times, 
indeed, since ancient times, are all bad and must be overturned. 

Or you can read A1 Gore’s book, Earth In The Balance. The book 
packages the beliefs of the extreme environmentalists, much of 
which borders upon rank superstition, and presents a call for action 
for the extremists. Indeed, it is difficult to tell the difference 
between A1 Gore’s book and the “manifesto” of Theodore 
Kaczynski, the convicted environmental extremist who is also 
known as the Unabomber. A critical reading of the book can lead a 
normal person to no other conclusion than that he sees, as his 


ument at Thermopylae on which are 
inscribed the words of the poet Simonides: “Go tell the Spartans, 
stranger passing by. That here obedient to their laws we lie.” 

You have only to look at the record of the last eight years, at the 
endless and seemingly irrational demands of the extreme left, to 
realize that it is not exaggeration to say that once again there is a 
savage barbarian horde at the gates, and the future of our society 
depends upon America having time to repair and restore the social 
values that the left has worked so hard to destroy and which are 
essential to our continuation as a civilized society. You don’t need to 
die to save civilization this time. You only need to vote. Save 
America. Vote. 

t( Junius ” was the pen name of 18th century English libertarian 
political writer John Wilkes . X 
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Combat Medics 



What makes RRIi unique in the field of humanitarian assistance organizations is that their teams 
go where other charity groups cannot, or will not. They go where their assistance is desperately 
needed, be that a denied combat environment or remote jungle dispensary. 


Refugee Relief 
International 

by SOF Staff 

While many relief organizations wel¬ 
come the warm glow of video and TV cam¬ 
eras to show the world their good deeds, 
others are too busy. Too busy saving lives. 
Just as most reporters cover current con¬ 
flicts from the hardship of a hotel room, 
SOF 's correspondents are literally dodging 
bullets. It should come as no surprise then, 
that SOF 's humanitarian efforts, although 
ignored by the media, follow a similar code. 
You probably won’t see anyone from 
Refugee Relief International, Inc. (RRII) on 
television, they are too busy. 

What makes RRII unique in the field of 
humanitarian assistance organizations is that 
their team’s go where other charity groups 
cannot, or will not. They go where their 
assistance is desperately needed, be that a 
denied combat environment or remote jun¬ 
gle dispensary. RRII is proud that over 90% 
of donated funds go directly to assistance. 

Founded as a non-profit corporation in 
1982 by SOF Assistant Editor Tom 
Reisinger, the first several years’ efforts 
were primarily concerned with direct med¬ 
ical and surgical support, training local 
health care providers and the provision of 


medicines and equipment to the victims of 
armed conflict in Central America. During 
this phase, RRII transported and distributed 
over $5 million of medical and relief sup¬ 
plies to rural clinics and refugee centers in 
remote contested areas. RRII’s volunteer 
clinicians treated over 11,000 sick and 
injured war victims at that time, and classes 
were given in sanitation, maternal and child 
health and basic medicine and surgical 
skills. 

When RRII first became involved in El 
Salvador, there was no medical evacuation 


(MEDEVAC) system, so RRII’s volunteers 
taught Salvadoran helicopter crews first aid 
lifesaving skills to allow them to stabilize 
wounded patients until they could be deliv¬ 
ered to the hospital. One incident on 12 
August 1983 saw two RRII volunteers save 
the lives of two critically wounded 
Salvadoran Airbme troopers at the contested 
airstrip at San Francisco Gotera. In April 
1986, during the Sandinista’s “Holy Week 
Offensive” incursion into Honduras, an RRII 
team came under hostile fire while working 
on the border. It was not the first or last time. 

During the same general period, RRII 
Medical Director John Peters, MD, led sev¬ 
eral training and medical support missions 
to assist the Afghan Freedom Fighters in 
their struggle against Soviet occupation of 
their country. Dr. Peters labored under prim¬ 
itive and hazardous conditions to assist land 
mine and gunshot victims that would other¬ 
wise have had no access to care. 

In 1994, RRII took over the assets and 
mission of Parachute Medical Rescue 
Service, an agency founded in 1975 to pro¬ 
vide parachute qualified rescue teams to 
inaccessible areas. 

In 1995, RRII obtained 20 Scott Pack 
breathing apparatus, a device that enables 
firefighters to work in smoke or toxic envi¬ 
ronments. These were delivered to the 
United Nations Fire Department in 
Sarajevo, Bosnia, after RRII volunteers ran 
the Serb blockade under hostile fire. 

Continued on page 102 
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imitates life, the old saying goes. And sometimes life imi¬ 
tates art. But in the case of John Ross, author of 
Unintended Consequences , his life is imitating his art imi¬ 
tating life. By any interpretation, an ugly picture is painted of the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. 

As if the BATF hasn’t gotten enough criticism for their reckless, 
incompetent and often corrupt enforcement of federal law under the 
Constitution’s Second Amendment, some of its agents and supervi¬ 
sors apparently have decided they should try their luck at the First 
Amendment as well. The allegations leave little room for doubt about 
the malicious and mendacious nature of the bureau’s management. 

If allowed to pass unchallenged and unpunished, the latest acts 
of BATF’s contempt for the U.S. Constitution and the law point to 
chilling implications for the future. If they get away with this, can 
gun confiscations and even book burnings continue to be considered 
wild-eyed paranoia? 

A retired Justice Department prosecutor alleges in a harshly 


vate practice specializing in federal firearms law. 

“It has long been clear, from repeated court decisions and con¬ 
gressional committee reports, that your agents have no familiarity 
with the Second, Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Amendments to the United 
States Constitution,” Jeffries states in the three-page letter to 
Buckles. “Now it appears that they have not even been introduced 
to the very first Article of the Bill of Rights.” 

Jeffries expressed “outrage” over alleged conduct he character¬ 
ized as an “unconstitutional abuse of power.” He said he has asked 
for an investigation by the Treasury Department’s inspector general 
and referred a copy of his letter to the Justice Department “to deter¬ 
mine whether ... civil rights are being violated...” 

“What kind of people are you?” Jeffries asked Buckles. “Is there 
no honor within the ranks of your agency?... I am writing to express 
our outrage about this conduct and to formally demand that your 
agency cease and desist from this unconstitutional abuse of power.” 

Ross, of St. Louis, Missouri, is a gun collector licensed to buy 



Urn Life Imitates Art 

What Are The ATF’s Intended Consequences? 


worded letter to Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms Director 
Bradley Buckles that federal firearms agents have violated Ross’s 
First Amendment rights in their alleged attempts to suppress his 
novel. A lawsuit may be pending. 

In this work of fiction, with a plot portrayed against a backdrop 
of such real-life events as the Randy Weaver tragedy in Idaho and 
the Waco massacre, corrupt BATF agents arrogantly trample the 
rights of honest citizens and routinely break the laws they are swom 
to uphold. Art imitates life. 

The protagonist of the Ross novel, a patriotic member of the 
“gun culture,” stumbles upon what he believes to be gang members 
involved in a crime, only to discover they are actually BATF agents 
— involved in a crime. A gun fight ensues and the agents are killed. 
As the plot evolves, several more 
corrupt agents are also gunned 
down by the hero. 

Now, Ross says, the BATF, 
after trying to intimidate gun deal¬ 
ers selling his novel at gun shows, 
have stooped so low as to try to 
recruit his estranged wife to say 
that his book is actually a thinly 
disguised how-to manual that 
encourages people to murder fed¬ 
eral agents. Life imitates art. 

Because the book, Unintended 
Consequences , “is highly critical 
of the [BATF], it appears that 
some in your agency have under¬ 
taken to suppress it and to intimi¬ 
date its author,” wrote James H, 

Jeffries, III, of Greensboro, North 
Carolina, a lawyer who worked 
almost 28 years as a federal prose¬ 
cutor before retiring to enter a pri- 


and sell all kinds of firearms. With degrees in English and econom¬ 
ics from Amherst College, Ross is by profession a securities broker 
and financial adviser with a St. Louis investment firm. He comes 
from a Missouri family well-known and respected. His grandfather, 
the late Charles Ross, was a lifelong friend of President Harry 
Truman, and served as Truman’s first press secretary, dying of a 
heart attack while Truman was still in office. 

Like his grandfather, Ross has been active in public affairs and 
politics. In 1998, John Ross was the Democratic Party candidate for 
the U.S. House of Representatives in the state’s Second District. He 
lost to the Republican incumbent, U.S. Rep. Jim Talent. 

In a telephone interview with Soldier Of Fortune, Ross said his 
book, first published in 1996, has resulted in what he described as 

“longterm harrassment” by per¬ 
sons he believes to be ATF agents, 
apparently unhappy that in the 
course of the novel, more than a 
dozen federal firearms agents are 
killed by the book’s protagonist. 

“The first thing to remember 
here is that, although the plot is 
set against a backdrop of real 
events, such as the ATF cases 
involving the Randy Weaver fam¬ 
ily in Idaho and the Branch 
Davidians in Waco, this is mani¬ 
festly a work of fiction,” he said. 

Ross said that, at last count, 
there are 50,000 copies in circu¬ 
lation. The 861-page novel, pub¬ 
lished by Accurate Press in St. 
Louis, is now in its fifth hard¬ 
cover printing. It has been adver¬ 
tised in The Washington Times. 
Special Agent Tracy Hite 



Zimbabwe, 1983. John Ross is pointing to the exit wound on a 1,700- 
pound Cape Buffalo made by the 1/3-pound conical bullet from his 
1882 English 4-bore double rifle. The weapon weighs 24 pounds 
empty. On the same trip, Ross took a second buffalo and two ele¬ 
phants with the massive rifle. He is the only living person in the 
world who has successfully hunted dangerous game with one of 
these guns. These experiences served as inspiration for some of the 
African hunting scenes in Unintended Consequences. 
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with the firearms bureau’s pubic information office declined 
Wednesday to comment on Jeffries’ letter, except to confirm its 
receipt by Buckles. She said she has read a copy of the letter. 

“Mr. Jeffries has submitted a Freedom of Information Act 
request on Mr. Ross’s behalf, and the bureau’s response is not com¬ 
plete. So, unfortunately, we don’t comment about the contents of 
FOIA requests by private individuals or corporations,” Hite said. 

According to Jeffries’ letter to Buckles, the most recent incident 
of alleged harassment was by two agents, a man and a woman, and 
occurred 24 May, in what the lawyer described as “an official effort 
to enlist Mrs. Ross, who is amicably separated from her husband, as 
an informant against her husband. 

“At about 7:30 a.m., two agents j _, 

approached Mrs. Ross on the street while she ^ 
was walking her dog, identified themselves 
by displaying their BATF credentials, and 
proceeded to inquire what she thought about 
her husband’s book,” the letter to Buckles 
states. “When she was noncommittal, the 
agents terminated the conversation and 
departed.” 

Citing his experience as a federal 
prosecutor, Jeffries reminded Buckles 
that “disgruntled former spouses are a 
prime source of intelligence for law 
enforcement, having as they frequen- 
ly do a both a strong bias against the 
subject of the investigation and 
proximity and intimacy to know 
many things not available to others 

“A structured approach such as 
this required, according to your 
manuals, formal agency 
approval,” Jeffries asserted, “It 
required the investment of time 
and effort in setting up the 
approach: determining Mrs. 

Ross’s new address, learning 
her new telephone number 
physical surveillance to deter¬ 
mine her routine so that she 
could be approached in a way 
that she could not simply 
shut the door and where 
there would be less risk of 
confirming witnesses, the 
use of a female agent to 
lessen any apprehension 
at being approached pub¬ 
licly by strangers ...” 

In the weeks leading 
up to the 24 May inci¬ 
dent, according to the 


John Ross’ book Unintended Consequences may 
have wrought intended consequences from the BATF. Not satisfied 
with gutting the 2nd and 4th Amendments to the Constitution, is the 
BATF now dismantling the 1st? 


letter, Mrs. Ross received “pretext phone calls ... in an attempt to 
draw her out about her husband’s book. An agent, using the pseu¬ 
donym Peter Nettleson, and pretending to be a great fan of 
Unintended Consequences , sought Mrs. Ross’s agreement that the 
book was, in fact, ‘a manual for the murder of federal agents.’ “ 
Mrs. Ross declined to comment, referring questions to the attorney. 
John Ross said he first became suspicious that BATF agents, 
apparently angered by the book, were orchestrating a campaign of 
harrassment, when he and his publisher began getting phone calls 
and e-mails from book vendors in three different states in 1997. 

“These calls came from people I didn’t even know who were 
selling my book at gun shows,” Ross said. “They all said they’d 
been approached by men claiming to be BATF agents, who threat¬ 


ened them with 'problems* if they continued selling my book.” 

As a result, Ross’s publisher took out a full-page ad in Shotgun 
News , a nationally circulated trade publication for gun owners and 
dealers, offering a $10,000 reward for information that would iden¬ 
tify any government agent making such threats. After the reward 
was offered, these type of incidents ceased, he said. 

Provided a copy of Jeffries’ letter, Robert E. Sanders, a retired 
director of BATF’s law enforcement division, said the allegations 
remind him of COINTELPRO, an illegal surveillance and harass¬ 
ment operation conducted by the FBI against the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. in the 1960s, later documented in congressional hearings by 
the late U.S. Sen. Frank Church. 

“There are two elements required before any federal agent can 
conduct surveillance against any individual,” Sanders 
said. “First, there has to be a credible 
allegation that a violation 
of the U.S. 
Code has oc¬ 
curred and, 
second, credi¬ 
ble evidence 
that a specific 
individual actu¬ 
ally committed 
such a violation. 

“This sounds 
like a fishing expe¬ 
dition,” Sanders 
said. “It sounds like 
government money, 
time and authority 
were used — or, in 
this case, abused — in 
an attempt to punish a 
citizen, not for a viola¬ 
tion of the law, but 
because that person 
expressed ideas in a 
work of fiction that 
agents did not like.” 

As of this writing, 
Jeffries and Ross have 
received no response from 
BATF and two letters from 
the Department of Treasury, 
both dated 3 August. Both 
letters, one from treasury’s 
special agent in charge of the 
Enforcement Operations 
Division, Donna M. Spiewak, 
and assistant inspector general 
Mike Tarr, said they referred 
Jeffries’ complaint letter to 
Richard J. Hankinson, assistant 
director of the Inspections 
Division at BATF. 

Once again, the BATF will 
investigate itself. Can there be but 
little doubt that it will be a thorough, unflinching and completely 
unbiased investigation. 

Jeffries chided the BATF director in his letter’s conclusion with 
a reminder about best-selling novelist Tom Clancy. 

In several of Clancy’s books, the author “has [had] murdered a 
director of the FBI, the President of the United States, the entire 
Congress, the Supreme Court, the entire cabinet, the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff and a few lesser functionaries. 

“I presume,” Jeffries said, that Clancy “has not thereby become 
subject to investigation by your literary critics.” 

John Ross’ book, Unintended Consequences, is available from 
Accurate Press, Dept. SOF, Box 86, Lonedell, MO 63060 ; phone: 
800-374-4049. Visa accepted. X 
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Immaculate Conscription 


Continued from page 82 


the draft and a likely combat tour in 
Vietnam? 

This may be an unanswered question, 
but copies of his official records provide 
irrefutable proof that his 1-D deferment was 
in direct violation of requirements specified 
in the federal law in effect at the time. 

The Great Escape 

To understand just how irregular, and 
possibly illegal, was Berger’s escape from 
the dreaded draft, we must first look at 
how the system was supposed to work, 
and did work for the great majority of 
young Americans. Here’s the normal, 
legally mandated procedure, for gaining a 
1-D deferment; 

1. The “registrant” enlisted in the 
Reserves, i.e., joined a Reserve unit and 
began satisfactorily performing his 6-year 
obligation as specified in federal law. 

2. The registrant sent a written request to 
his local draft board asking for a reopening 
of his Selective Service System file in order 
to obtain a reclassification (in this case, 
from 2-S to 1-D). The registrant also includ¬ 
ed “written information” sufficient to 
demonstrate to the draft board that a reopen¬ 
ing of his file was warranted. (The regis¬ 
trant may have completed either Selective 


Service System Form 127 [CURRENT 
INFORMATION QUESTIONNAIRE] or 
SSS Form 100 [CLASSIFICATION QUES¬ 
TIONNAIRE] and forwarded this certifica¬ 
tion of the individual’s status as a “Member 
of a Reserve component” to his local draft 
board. On both forms, above the signature 
block, this notice is printed: 

“NOTICE — Imprisonment for not 
more than 5 years or a fine of not more than 
$10,000, or both such fine and imprison¬ 
ment, is provided by law as a penalty for 
knowingly making or being a party to the 
making of any false statement or certificate 
regarding or bearing upon a classification.” 
SSS Form 100 adds this citation after the 
quoted notice, “(Military Selective Service 
Act of 1967.)” 

3. Upon the registrant’s “Enlistment or 
appointment in a Reserve Component of the 
Army,” the unit which held his Military 
Personnel Records Jacket (DA Form 201) 
completed DD Form 44 (RECORD OF 
MILITARY STATUS OF REGISTRANT) 
in triplicate and distributed the copies as 
specified in Army Regulation 135-90: 

“(1) Original copy to the appro¬ 
priate [local draft] board. 

“(2) Duplicate copy to the indi¬ 
vidual concerned ... 

“(3) Triplicate copy to be placed 
in the member’s DA Form 201 ... ” 

4. The local draft board first determined 
that a reopening of the registrant’s file was 
merited and then examined both the written 


information submitted by the registrant and 
the confirming written documentation (in 
this case, the DD 44). Next, the board took 
a formal vote of the board members on the 
registrant’s request for reclassification. The 
board recorded their vote by listing the 
identity of the registrant, the date on which 
his case was considered, and the decision 
reached. 

5. The board then mailed to the regis¬ 
trants the notice of their decision, using SSS 
Form 110 (NOTICE OF CLASSIFICA¬ 
TION). It was common for this form to be 
mailed on the same day that the local board 
voted on the reclassification request. 
Federal law required that each registrant 
“must keep in his personal possession ... at 
all times” SSS Form 110 and SSS Form 2 
(REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE). 

In the 1968 version of The Student’s 
Guide To Military Service , Michael 
Harwood discussed “Enlistment in the 
Reserves” and said, “As of March 1968, 
applicants were accepted into ready reserve 
units in this order ... ” He then listed seven 
categories of applicants for joining such 
units, starting with Category (1): “Members 
of the ready reserve who desired to reen¬ 
list.” The final, and lowest priority category 
of the seven, was the one in which Berger 
found himself: “(7) Non-prior service appli¬ 
cants over 18-1/2 years old, and then only 
after a unit commander had determined that 
there were no available and qualified appli¬ 
cants in the first six categories.” 
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Lotteries Are For Losers 

The evidence is overwhelming and com¬ 
pelling that Berger did not obtain his defer¬ 
ment through the normal chance and cir¬ 
cumstance of routine application to the 
114th Personnel Service Company. 

Again, the above five-step procedure is 
how the law and Selective Service System 
and Army Reserve regulations specify the 
system should have worked. 

And here again are the key dates, record¬ 
ed in Berger’s Selective Service and Army 
Reserve files, of his Miraculous Deferment: 

• 21 March 1968: Berger reclassified 
from 2-S to 1-D. 

• 28 May 1968: Berger enlisted in the 
Army Reserve. 

Note that this reversal of normal proce¬ 
dure meant that Berger didn’t join the 114th 
AG Personnel Services Company until 68 
days after gaining his coveted deferment. 
This 1-D deferment allowed Berger to finish 
his Harvard Law School degree with rela¬ 
tively minor disruption. But far more impor- 
tandy, it ensured that Berger did not partici¬ 
pate in the Southeast Asian War Games. 

The most likely explanation for Berger’s 
Miraculous Deferment is that his draft 
board received a bogus certification (DD 
Form 44) that the Harvard law student was 
a “Member of a Reserve component. ... ” 
(The legal responsibility for reporting accu¬ 
rate and timely information on a change in 
the registrant’s status fell fully and squarely 


upon the registrant, under penalty of being 
declared “delinquent.” Being placed in that 
status meant a strong likelihood of immedi¬ 
ate induction.) 

Since we’re dealing with events in the 
days before faxes and e-mail, the reclassifi¬ 
cation date of March 21 meant that Berger’s 
letter requesting reopening of his file and 
reclassification was mailed to the respective 
local board some several days before the 
reclassification took place. Add in an 
unknown number of days for processing 
time by the local boards and it is reasonable 
to assume that Berger’s request was mailed 
by 15 March or thereabouts. 

The available records are incomplete 
and critical documents — DD Form 44, 
SSS Forms 2, 100 and 127 — are not avail¬ 
able. It is important to note that there is no 
direct evidence that Berger directly partici¬ 
pated in what amounted to fraudulent 
manipulation of the Selective Service 
System. But, it’s ludicrous to imagine that 
he was not aware of the proper and normal 
sequence of requesting that his file be 
reopened and that a reclassification action 
be conducted to obtain the coveted 1-D 
deferment. 

When the SSS Form 110 (NOTICE OF 
CLASSIFICATION) arrived with the new 
1-D deferment, Berger had a positive duty 
to report the error to his board. Failure to 
keep the board accurately informed on a 
timely basis (10 days was the specified legal 
requirement) of “any fact that might result 


in the registrant being placed in a different 
classification” could have placed him at risk 
of being declared delinquent and being 
immediately inducted. 

Given the serious potential conse¬ 
quences that being drafted might well have 
had, it’s difficult to believe that the Harvard 
Law School student was not aware that his 
reclassification to 1-D on 21 March 1968 
was based upon erroneous (at best) or even 
false information. Identifying the person 
who supplied the bogus information to 
Berger’s draft board that he had enlisted in 
the Army Reserve sometime prior to 21 
March is probably the key is understanding 
Berger’s own role. 

In the August 1999 New York Times pro¬ 
file mentioned above, reporter R.W. Apple, 
Jr., quoted Berger on how growing up in a 
small town in New York had affected him: 

“My perspectives are still more 
Millerton 1960 than Washington 2000. The 
small town sense of community and social 
responsibility — that’s the lasting imprint 
of Millerton on me.” Spoken with all the 
sincerity of someone truly in tune with the 
values of his boss, William Jefferson 
Clinton. Slick Willie is no doubt proud of 
his good friend, Sandy Berger, who did 
just what Clinton had done — sent other 
young Americans to serve, and perhaps 
die, in his place. 

Roger Charles is a former Marine Corps 
officer and a frequent contributor to SOF. 
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I Was There 
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my vote doesn’t count, they’re all crooks 
and it doesn’t make any difference, I gave 
$5 to Quail Unlimited so I don’t need to 
vote, yadda, yadda, yadda. Well, here’s the 
bottom line ... your vote does not count if 
you don’t use it. If you don’t vote, then 
effectively you are on the same side as 
Rosie O’Donnell, Sarah Brady, Bill and 
Hillary, A1 Gore, Teddy Kennedy, Charles 
Schumer and every other low-life bottom 
feeder who knows what’s good for you. If 
you don’t vote like a gun owner, you are a 
butt-boy for the anti-gunners, and you bend 
over to please them. 

Think about it 75-80 million gun own¬ 
ers in this country; only 3.6 million NRA 
members, and who knows how many active 
pro-gun-voting gun owners. You can argue 
all you want about your inalienable rights. 
Rights are like body parts; they only work if 
you exercise them. And yours are looking 
pretty flaccid right now. If you don’t vote in 
the next election, your enemies will elect a 
president who will be able to name three or 
four new Supreme Court justices. Which 
means that by the 2004 election, you will 
have no guns. And shortly after that, you 
will have no vote and no rights. And you 
know what? If you let that happen, it will be 
exactly what you deserve! ^ 


Continued from page 44 


The anxiety level started creeping up again 
as our driver 1) had to check his oil, 2) get 
something to eat, 3) get gas and 4) find some¬ 
thing to drink. On top of this, we had been 
informed that all taxi drivers were Pakistani 
police informants. So what do I do if our 
friend, Abdul, 5) “has to make a phone call?” 
Cold-cock him or just go quietly to jail? 

No phone call was made, however, and we 
were soon on the road to Islamabad. I reclined 
back into the cracked leather seat, until ... 

“Driver, what’s that up ahead there about 
200 meters?” I queried. “Ah, sahib , nothing 
to worry about, is only army roadblock 
checking for guns and drugs to Islamabad.” 

I came out of my seat like a shot. Guns 
and drugs to Islamabad my ass! It’s Brown 
and Peters to the slammer, and Lt. Col. 
Nincompoop had said, “No problems.” I was 
going to strangle the little son-of-a-bitch 
when I got to the embassy. I was getting 
ideas ... boiling oil, the rack, bamboo splin¬ 
ters, disembowelment ... maybe even make 
him listen to SOF Technical Editor Peter G. 
Kokalis evaluate the merits of the Thompson 
and the Sten for a whole day. Ouch! 

Over the next three hours, there were five, 
maybe six, more checkpoints like the first 
one. “Abdul, what is ...I would ask, only 
to hear, “Oh no problem, is only being check¬ 


point for ...” My anxiety level was now on 
white-hot rage. I wouldn’t have the patience 
to torture poor Lt. Col. Nincompoop. I was 
going to fire 5.000 rounds of 5.45 up his ass 
in one big glorious burst. 

The last roadblock came into view. “And 
THIS one, driver?” I asked, smoke wafting 
slowly from my ears. “Ah, to check driver’s 
papers and license. I have neither. No prob¬ 
lem.” Ah, well, maybe we can con the 
authorities to send Abdul to jail with us, too. 
That would be some consolation, anyway. 

Strangely, we made it through all the 
checkpoints. How? I don’t know. Maybe 
Allah does. Maybe the guards just thought 
gringos in a Mercedes shouldn’t be screwed 
with. At any rate, after getting lost on his 
way, Abdul finally pulled up at the embassy. 

Fortunately, the good Lt. Col. Nincom¬ 
poop was not there. So the delicately col¬ 
ored Persian rugs would not have to be 
cleaned of bloodstains, and I would not end 
up in jail, after all. 

Colonel Harold Mauger, Defense and Air 
Attache, greeted us, calmed me down, and the 
ammo counted, gave me a receipt and 
promised a letter of appreciation. Doc Peters 
just looked on and smiled. He hadn’t cracked 
a single expletive during the entire trip over. 
A cooler dude than he, I know not. Maybe he 
had taken some weird Pakistani pills. 

So the mission was accomplished. The 
ammo was delivered and SOF was $1,500 
richer. Was it worth it? Not in your wildest 
dreams, sahibl” ^ 
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Michael Echanis 


Continued from page 89 


saw Mike, he was looking badly. I said, 
‘Mike, you've got to exercise and use 
those muscles. You ’ve got to really get on 
it.' Mike did more than an average indi¬ 
vidual would do. If he hadn't he would 
have been a cripple. ” 

After many months of painful and frus¬ 
trating rehab, Mike began pumping iron and 
resumed an activity which became a voca¬ 
tion — martial arts. He eventually relocated 
to LA to study under Joo Bang Lee, Supreme 
Grand Master of Hwarang Do, an "... eso¬ 
teric [Korean] martial art stressing mental 
training as much as physical. Echanis 
became so proficient that he was pwmoted 
to Sul San, master of infiltration, thus 
becoming the first American so honored. ” 

His martial arts career burgeoned and 
he eventually went under DoD contract to 
teach his unique hand-to-hand fighting 
techniques to the U.S. Army Special Forces 
at Fort Bragg, NC, as well as to Rangers 
and Navy SEALs. 

While at Bragg, both Mike and Chuck 
Sanders were recruited by Anastasio 
Somoza P rote car ro, son of Nicarguan 
President Anastasio Somoza Debayle. After 
journeying to Nicaragua , then of course 
experiencing the horrors of guerrilla war¬ 
fare , Echanis became chief instructor (and 
leader) of the Nicargauan Anti-Terrorist 
Commandos and of President Somoza *s per¬ 
sonal bodyguard cadre. 

Mike was a dedicated anti-Communist 
and he strongly felt that the Somoza regime 
was the only thing standing between 
Nicaragua and Communism and that's how 
he justified his position there. He was cer¬ 
tainly not a mercenary. He liked money and 
wanted to be well paid but he was in no way 
there solely for it alone. 

During the seizing of the capitol by 
Sandinistas on 22 August 1978, Echanis led 
several truckloads of his 70-plus black- 
bereted commandos to the scene. Echanis 
had drawn up plans to retake the capitol 
[the National Palace] for the chiefs of staff. 

The enemy shot up the lead truck and 
killed one of Echanis* captains. Although 
Echanis wanted to attack at once, the radio 
ordered him to hold off. 

“My unit could have taken the build¬ 
ing in less than 20 minutes. / estimated up 
to 200 to 300 hostages would be killed. 
The plan was to attack the building with 
tanks and blow the doors with recoilless 
rifles. ..." His plan was not to be, and his 
career was nearing its end. 

On 8 September 1978, whether due to 
political intrigues, or perhaps guerrilla 
action, Mike Echanis, Chuck Sanders, 
Nguyen van “Bobby” Nguyen and 
Brigadier General Jose Ivan Alegret Perez, 
Operations Chief of the Nicaraguan 
National Guard were killed as their Aero 
Commander exploded and plummeted into 
Lake Nicaragua. ^ 
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Combat Weaponcraft 


Continued from page 24 


flashlight won’t. Train to the fact that the 
flashlight may work but the rifle won’t. 
Train to the fact the light may come on and, 
I am drawing incoming fire and the light 
won’t go off. 

With practice and exposure about all of 
the current handgun flashlight techniques 
will work with the rifle. Some techniques 
may require a slight modification based on 
the rifle operator’s upper body strength. 

Harries, Or Grossed 

Using the same technique as you would 
with a handgun, the Harries, or Crossed, 
wrist technique contacts and supports the 
underside of the forearm on the rifle. The 
flashlight hand elbow may be required to be 
slightly higher than with a handgun to help 
support the rifle weight. As with the hand¬ 
gun, this techniques works great for every¬ 
thing except clearing hard right comers. 

Uncrossed 

Using this technique requires the user to 
have pretty decent upper body and arm 
strength. In this method the operator simply 
uncrosses the wrist from under the forearm 
of the rifle and has the flashlight parallel to 
the rifle barrel along side the forearm. The 
reason you need more upper body strength is 


because in reality you are holding the rifle 
with one hand. This is a quick fix to the over 
exposure of the operator on right hand cor¬ 
ners. As the operator approaches the right 
hand comer in the crossed technique, simply 
uncross, minimizing body and head expo¬ 
sure as you clear the right comer. Once clear 
and around the corner the operator can cross 
under the forearm and reacquire wrist con¬ 
tact and support for the front of the rifle. 

Rogers / Ayoob 

Upper body strength or the weight of the 
rifle can affect both the Rogers and Ayoob 
techniques. The Rogers style requires a flash¬ 
light with a rear activation button while the 
Ayoob usually addresses an older style light 
with pressure switches on the body of the 
flashlight. In both techniques the strong hand 
and arm is holding die rifle while the opposite 
hand holds the light along side the forearm of 
the rifle. These are functional but can be tiring. 

Chapman 

Chapman modified for the rifle is very 
similar to the Rogers/Ayoob. The light is in 
the same location as the Rogers/Ayoob tech¬ 
nique but the variable is that some of the fin¬ 
gers of the support hand holding the light are 
extended to contact the underside of the fore¬ 
arm so there is some support for the rifle. 

Fuentes 

The Fuentes is a good combination of 
support for the rifle and the flashlight. In 


this technique, which requires there either 
be no sling or that the sling is moved out of 
the way of the underside of the rifle fore¬ 
arm, the rifle is held by the strong hand and 
the flashlight is centered under the rifle with 
the opposite hand. The flashlight with a 
rear-mounted switch is compressed by the 
left hand rearward so that pressing against 
the front of the magazine well activates the 
switch. The move turns the light on for 
searching and forward movement releases 
pressure letting the light turn off. In the 
process the opposite hand is helping to sup¬ 
port the weight of the rifle. 

Muzzle Signature 

As a closing thought please make an 
attempt to shoot your rifle in low- or no¬ 
light environments to see for yourself what 
kind of muzzle signature or flash you pro¬ 
ject. The people you encounter may be stu¬ 
pid, but they probably won’t be dumb. 
When you fire, if you have excessive muz¬ 
zle flash there is a strong likelihood that 
people can and will shoot at this signature. 
Shoot and test as many kinds of ammunition 
as you can so that you can get what works 
best in your rifle. Pre-ban and post-ban bar¬ 
rels with flash suppressors or a barrel with¬ 
out a flash hider can project extremely dif¬ 
ferent kinds of signatures. 

You might be wise to consider putting 
altered light rifle firing techniques into your 
toolbox now. 

Before you need them. ^ 



Ip 




IS 


w 


pn ai MAm Of Mm'NM 

all ilk cawiifat wIBI Mi 


If you are in fhe trenches you can count on this no nonsense, total commitment tooL.it 
will not fail! SOF Publisher tt. Col. Rob§r| K. Brown has personally chosen the ‘Tire 
Strike" from the extensive selection at TOPS Knives. "This h a must have piece of 


gear." Each knife comes with a KYDEX sheath and a lortiiica^ of 
authenticity signed by Cot. Brown and Mike Fuller president of 
TOPS knives. You will be awestruck by this 12* high 
carbon maslerpiece. The style, strength, and 
capability speak for themselves^ 






ONE UFE, ONE KNIFE' 


510 E. 17th Street, Suite 215 
Idaho Falls, ID 83404 
208-542-0113 
www.topskn Ives, com 


100% made in the USA 


IOO 


25th Annlvarsary Issue • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ^ NOVEMBER 2000 















Investment Arms, Inc. is proud to offer a limited edition of 
24-karat gold engraved guns. Each gun commemorates 
the career of Lt. Col. Robert K. Brown, USAR (Ret.), a 
Vietnam Special Forces veteran, one of America’s revered warriors and 
founder of Soldier of Fortune magazine. Brown’s adventures and 
support of Freedom Fighters took him to conflicts in over two dozen 
countries. He also covered American operations in Panama, 
Granada, and the Gulf war. —~~ 

Each gun is individually gunsmithed, engraved, overlayed 
with 24 karat gold, and finished to museum quality. ^ 

All guns come in a custom American walnut box lined ^ 

with velvet and engraved with the 25th anniversary Soldier of J 

Fortune design on the cover. Your pistol will also come with a £ 

numbered “Certificate of Authenticy.” Only will ever be —^ 

produced. If you do not have a Federal Firearms License, we will 
help coordinate delivery through your local firearms dealer. 

The “Soldier of Fortune” pistol is available at the introductory 
issue price of A deposit of $250 per pistol is 

> available with payments of $100 per month. No 

TO interest or carrying charges will be applied. Each 

pistol is numbered within the edition limit of 250. 
Please call Coll free 888/708-4867 to order your 
pistol now. Visa, MasterCard, American Express, 
Discover, or check or money order accepted. Your 
satisfaction of workmanship is guaranteed. 
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Since 1992, RRH has sent teams on an 
annual basis to the Thai-Burma border area to 
assist the Karen, an ethnic minority hill peo¬ 
ple who have been the victims of ethnic 
cleansing by the military dictatorship in 
Rangoon. These teams are usually led by 
John Peters, MD, a Nevada physician with 
over three decades of humanitarian service, 
or by RRII’s current president, John Padgett, 
PA-C, a former Special Forces medic with 
extensive Southeast Asia experience. RRII’s 
trauma management capability was signifi¬ 
cantly upgraded in 1994 when David 
Mother, MD, an orthopedic surgeon and 
trauma specialist, joined the organization. 
The teams have also provided humanitarian 
assistance to other hill tribes such as the 
Karenni and Shan, who are also resisting the 
tyranny of Burma’s military government. 

In 1995, PA Padgett began expanding 
efforts in Southeast Asia, working with the 
National Hospital and physicians in 
Cambodia, where the medical situation is 
somewhere between grim and disastrous, to 
provide medical equipment and training for 
those who care for victims of the Khmer 
Rouge terror, to include mine injuries and 
tropical medicine cases. 

In 1995 Dr. Peters led the first of a series 
of annual teams that have brought signifi¬ 
cant help to Nicaraguan health organiza¬ 
tions, serving the medical needs on the 
underserved east coast, where some 85,000 
indigenous Indian and Creole people live. 
In this remote and poverty-stricken area, 
RRII has provided medical treatment, and 
large amounts of medical equipment and 
supplies, as well as training the local health 
workers and lay people. 

RRII has also had teams in Rwanda, 
Kosovo and the portion of Afghanistan not 
occupied by the Taliban militia. 

All of RRII’s team members and lead¬ 
ership are unpaid volunteers; most are mil¬ 
itary veterans. Most of the time they are 
working at trying to make a living, but they 
will take what time they can to go to some 
malaria ridden jungle or bombed out vil¬ 
lage to render medical care or instruct oth¬ 
ers in lifesaving techniques; to start a jun¬ 
gle hospital or medical evacuation system; 
to save the lives of perfect strangers. 

RRII, tax number 74-2255573, exists 
with the tax-exempt donations of its sup¬ 
porters. Corporate sponsorship is welcome, 
as are donations of any amount. Federal 
employees, please look for RRII on the 
Combined Federal Campaign for charity 
giving. It also welcomes donations of non- 
perishable medical supplies and equipment. 

RRII cannot accept any controlled drugs 
or expired medications. 

Refugee Relief International , Inc., 
2995 Woodside Road, Woodside; CA 
94026; phone: 650-363-1114; website: 
www.refugeerelief.org . ^ 
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From the prom SSG’s to the innovative Scouts and all-new expanded SBS family, Steyr offers over 
Twenty-five extremely accurate, incredibly reliable models. For your every tactical firearm need, choose Steyr. 
Absolutely no one makes as many tactical firearms. And no one does it so well. That’s why Steyr is the top choice of 
elite law enforcement and military forces worldwide. Tactical Leaders. World Beaters! 


Textual Leaders. 

World^^H 




Steyr SBS Tactical 


Fora free Steyr Tactical brochure write: GSUnc. Dept. SO, 7661 Commerce Lane, P.O. Box 129, Tmssville, AL 35173 or call (205) 655-8299. 
For a Steyr armpatch and brochure, send $3.00 to the address above. Visit our website at www.GSIfirearms.com 
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Continued from page 68 


became impossible to ignore what was being done by the maver¬ 
ick publication. 

One of the consequences is that there are governments, 
defense departments and diplomatic offices all over the world on 
the magazine’s subscription list. 

Among some of the intelligence coups notched up over the 
years, was the test and evaluation of the first Russian 30mm auto¬ 
matic grenade launcher round, brought Stateside by Tom Reisinger, 
then being used to effect by Soviet forces in Afghanistan. 
Washington had known about the AGS-17, dubbed Planya (flame) 
for a while, but until then, American defense experts hadn’t been 
able to gain reliable information on the weapon. 

An SOF team solved that. 

After a year of negotiations 
and the crossing of many 
palms with greenbacks, a 
staffer got hold of an AGS-17 
in Darra in Pakistan’s 
Northern Frontier District. 

SOF ’s Technical Editor Peter 
Kokalis test-fired it, stripped 
it down and made an evalua¬ 
tion of the weapon on video 
which was eventually offered 
for sale in SOF for $39.95 a 
copy. It’s still available! 

That came only after a 
complete report had been 
clandestinely handed to the 
defense attache at the U.S. 


Embassy in Islamabad, 
Pakistan. 

Also to emerge from that 
exercise was the first report, 
together with photos (which 
appeared in the February ’83 
issue) of Russia’s RPG-18, a 
direct copy of the U.S. 
Army’s light anti-tank 
weapon or LAW. According 
to Soviet specialist, David 
Isby, then on the SOF mast¬ 
head, the RPG-18 had been 
built by Russian scientists, as 
usual resorting to reverse engi¬ 
neering to copy Western 
weapons’ advances. One of 
Isby’s conclusions was that “it had greater penetration than would 
otherwise have been expected from a weapon of 63.5mm caliber.” 

Ploys ’R’ Us 

Other tech intelligence reports brought out of Afghanistan by 
Isby included the OG-7 high explosive anti-tank (HEAT) grenade 
for the RPG-7, an RPO-50 flame rocket launcher, a Valilek 82mm 
self-propelled mortar as well as a revolutionary new ShM gas 
mask which indicated that the Soviets contemplated using deadly 
nerve agents in that war (see August ’83 edition). 

That was followed, in short shrift, by a sound suppressor for 
the AKM carbine, an MON-50 Soviet Claymore-type mine, a 
rocket-propelled RPG-16 HEAT grenade, a particularly deadly 
flechette-type shell for the AGS-17 and the AKM-mounted BG- 
15 40mm grenade launcher (see “Soviet BG-15”: July ’85). 

Another time, a highly decorated, multi-tour Vietnam veteran, 
Larry Dring, arrived in Boulder after a training mission in 
Lebanon and gently deposited half a dozen UZRG detonators 


25 Years 


SOF 







Ottering butt trained Hogs antf training in: 

♦ Anlhterrorist/Pastage extraction 

♦ Perimeter a crowd control 

♦ Surveillance, coantEr measures 

♦ Special ops for military, law enforce 
meat anti corporate interests 

♦ SAB. 

International security consul I arils, emclton learns and corporate advisory groups 
available for immediate global deployment. Our Training personnel ore active in 
their field In some of the hottest spots in the world. 

U.S.M.C. and l.D.F. specialists un-site. We offer the most intense and comprehen¬ 
sive training courses in the world. 

From the jungles of Cambodia to the streets of Hew York City, our dogs hove 
proven their courage and stability, for more information, please contact us at: 

Til: (90S] 582-3005 ♦ FAX: (905] 502-4242 

Enail: SDF@Mentg.coin Visit ear Wet Site: www.iiaociili9.com 
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SAR is Having a Gun Show in Phoenix! 



Small Arms Review readers have been asking us to do this since SAR started about three years ago. 
After about six months of careful planning and talking with many of the readers to see what they really 
wanted, we came up with the following format for the SAR 2000 Gun Show. 

The SAR 2000 Gun Show is being attached to the December 2-3, 2000 gun show put on by Cross¬ 
roads of the West Gun Shows. This is at the Arizona State Fairgrounds in Phoenix, AZ. Bob Templeton 
from Crossroads runs scores of the best gun shows in the Southwest United States, and SAR has been 
a regular at some of them. The SAR 2000 Gun Show will be in buildings adjacent to the regular show, 
with plenty of signs and announcements to encourage the attendees into our display areas. 

Other events at the show- we are not running a shoot, but hear that there may be one put on locally 
that week on Wednesday and Thursday. There will be cash prizes for the "Collector's Display"- contact 
SAR for more info if you would like to participate in that. Saturday night there will be a gathering- we 
haven't finalized on a banquet or a barbecue (Tickets will be available ahead of time). Booths are 
available for those interested. If you wish to have tables set up at the show for sales, please contact 
Joanne at SAR at (207)876-1141. Deadline to reserve booth and table space is November 3, 2000. 

Show Hours: Saturday 9am to 5pm, Sunday 9am to 4pm Admission: $8- per person 


Greater Phoenix Chamber of Commerce: for those who wish to find out other activities in the Phoenix 
area, the chamber of commerce website is www.phoenixchamber.com 

There are many hotels in the Phoenix area. Here are some that have agreed to give SAR 
attendees a special rate. Please mention the SAR show when you make your reservations: 


Super 8 1242 N. 53rd Ave, Phoenix 602-415-0888 $53.99 night 

Ramada 401 N. First St., Phoenix ...602-258-3411 $69.00 night 

Budget Suites 611 W. Indian School Rd, Phoenix 800-932-0044 $59.50 night 

Comfort Inn 5050 N. Black Canyon Hwy, Phoenix 602-242-8011 $55.95 night 

Behavior: SAR does not wish to tell people how to act. However, since 
this is our show, and we expect it to be very public, we reserve the right 
to ask people who act detrimentally towards our public image as re¬ 
sponsible firearms owners to leave our show.- Dan 

Small Arms Review - 223 Sugar Hill Road - Harmony, ME 04942 

(207)683-2959 Phone (207)683-2172 Fax “ 
www.smallarmsreview.com 


Feel free to copy this coupon 
and give it to your friends. 


coupon 

Bring this coupon to the 
Crossroads of the West / 
SAR 2000 Gunshow De¬ 
cember 2-3, 2000 at the 
Arizona State Fairgrounds 
and receive $1.00 off the 
admission fee. One coupon 
per person 



^ Coupon has no cash value. 
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from a Russian F-l grenade. 

Just then, with these deadly 
and possibly unstable devices 
on his desk. Brown had to 
decide what to do. He called 
an FBI agent that he knew in 
Denver. The conversation 
went something like this: 

“Pete, let’s say, just hypo¬ 
thetically, that I have just had 
some Soviet explosive devices 
from Lebanon delivered to my 
office. That’s all pure conjec¬ 
ture, of course.” 

“OK, so it’s hypothetical. 

Why do you think the FBI 
might be interested?” 

“Because, this hypothetical 
stuff, being Soviet and something new, would probably be of inter¬ 
est to the guys in Washington who deal with these things” 

“Yes, then I suppose the FBI would definitely be interested,” the 
agent answered. 

“And, still being hypothetical, you wouldn’t be able to remem¬ 
ber where you got it.” 

“Yeah, exactly. My mind would go completely blank, especially 
if it’s that valuable.” 

“Well Pete, then I think you better come on over and collect it.” 

End of story. 

Future Shucks 

By then Brown had struck up a good working relationship 
with the Defense Department. Sensing the possibility of making a 
few bucks in future entrepreneurial weapons deals, he eventually 
persuaded the DoD’s little known Foreign Science and 
Technology Center (FSTC) — which has the responsibility for 



obtaining foreign military equipment — to give him a “shopping 
list” of their more immediate needs. He also asked for the prices 
that the DoD was willing to pay for some of the more cherished 
items in Ivan’s armory. 

The result was a fascinating insight to some of the machinations 
of a U.S. intelligence organization. 

For instance, Brown was told that a container of Soviet 
nerve gas would fetch $250,000. He would get half that for a 
bottle of incapacitating gas. They told him that a complete 
AGS-17 grenade launcher would bring in $65,000. This was 
almost as much fun as being a pirate with a letter of marque, 
and although not all Brown’s successes can be editorial grist, 
for a recounting of one such episode, see “I Was There” on page 
42 of this issue. 

But over the years the most valuable commodity SOF has 
brought out from behind the lines is the truth, as Brown and his 
intrepid band of “participatory journalists” observed it at grunt 

level. Brown intends to charge 
headlong into the next 
Millennium and the next 25 
years of SOF, continuing the 
journalistic battle with all ene¬ 
mies of liberty — foreign and 
domestic. “It’s been a helluva a 
ride so far,” he notes with a 
gleam in his eye, “... but there’s 
lots more work to be done.” 

A quick perusal of any 
day’s headlines confirms that 
he is right. 

Al J. Venter is SOF’ s 
Contributing Editor for Africa, 
and has been with the magazine 
since its early days . X 
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FIRES 8MM BLANKS - LOOKS, FEELS, FIRES, EJECTS LIKE THE REAL Cl 75 


Realistic reproduction of 
famous CZ 75 auto pistol. f 
Authentic, full size, fully ! 
operative, weighs and 
feels like the real thing. 

Holds 18 rounds and fires 
in single or double action. 

May be disassembled and ;__ 

reassembled. FREE holster as shown below. 


BLUE FINISH CHROME FINISH 

+ $9 Insured S/H 

ORDER TOLL-FREE 

1-877-33-BADGE •» 
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COLT • REMINGTON 
GERMAIX1 MILITARY • DESERT EAG 
POLICE CHIEF 


For Use As Sidearm, Back, or Underarm Carry 

ftoo ae<£?^ » FREE with 
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Police/Professional Badges 
Body Armor • Cuffs • Stun Guns 

MAXSELL CORPORATION 

4038 POWERLINE RD • FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33309 


■Pouch holds second clip 


Custom made, specify waist Stic. 
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www.maxsell.com ^ 
www.maxarmory.com 
www.badgeworld.com 

L SECURE ONLINE ORDERING A 


1 


K 


p"7f— ■ 



mini ) ff 


106 


25th Anniversary Issue - SOLDI6R OF FORTUNE ^ NOV6MB6R EOOO 










These CD’s can be read by every version of Windows. Mac and Unix versions are also included. All of these manuals 
have been formatted into .pdf files, so they can be viewed by the Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is included on these CD’s. 
These programs can be run directly from the CD; there is no need to download the manuals to your hard disk to view 
them. They can be sent to your printer, or copied to your computer for use in word processing, etc. 

Marines! $19.95 * 

This collection includes Marine Guidebook for Essential Subjects, Warfighting, Engineer Operations, Marine Rifle 
Company and Platoon, Scouting and Patrolling, Raid Ops, Combat Water Survival, Urban Ops, Riverine Ops, 

Drill & Ceremonies, and more.. 

Ranger Training $19.95 * (Manuals & Movie!) 

All of the manuals for Ranger School: Camouflage, Explosives, First Aid, PT, Map Reading, Combat Skills, Ranger 
Handbook, Desert Ops, Solders Manual of Common Tasks, M16, M60, M203 and more. This CD-ROM also includes a 
movie showing Ranger Training, which will play on your computer screen. The movie takes you through the training for 
all of the different phases of Ranger School. 

FM-200 $19.95 * 

A set of 200 U.S. Army field manuals for Armor, Artillery, Aviation, Engineering, Medical, MP, NBC, Operations, PT, 
Radio, Security, Survival, Weapons and more. 

Spec Ops $19.95* 

Includes the Special Forces Guerrilla Warfare manuals, SP Ops, Recon Tactics, Sniper, Scout, and Pathfinder manuals. 
Also Desert Ops, Jungle Ops, River crossing, Northern Ops, FM21-76 Survival, FM21-75 Combat Skills, and the Ranger 
Handbook. A total of 33 manuals. 

FM-50G $19.95 * 

This CD includes manuals for the SKS, MIGarand, MK19, AK-47, Sten, Lee Enfield, M14, M16, M60, MAC, FN-FAL, 
P38, M24 Sniper Rifle, M9 pistol, M1911A1 Pistol and more. A total of 50 manuals. 

E.O.D. $19.95 * I 

This CD contains the Improvised Munitions Handbook, TM31-200-1 Unconventional Warfare Devices, TM31-201-1 
Incendiaries, Book of Expedient Mixtures, FM5-250, Boobytraps and others. 

Medics $19.95 * 

Includes FM8-230 Medical Specialist, FM8-36 Aidmans Medical Guide, FM21-11 First ^id for Soldiers, The Special 
Forces Medical Handbook and morel ! 

Skills $19.95 * 

A collection of skill training manuiiJ&idS only the Armed Forces can do it. It includes manuals on Carpentry, Plumbing 
and Pipefitting, Heating, Ventilation! Concrete, Sewage, Masonry, Hydraulics, Pier Construction, engineering and many 
others. These are HOW-TO manuals, with lots of diagrams and step-by-step instructions on construction techniques, 
materials, and planning. Build a wall, pour a foundation, add a room, design and build a complete structure. It’s all here, 

Jeeps! $19.95* 

A collection ofTMs for th.e WillysiMB, M38, M38A, M170, M151, M718, M825 and Ford GPW. 

3/4 Ton Vehicles $19.95 * L 

A collection of TMs for M37, M43, M201, M42. Includes Operators, maintenance, power train, and engine manuals. 

Also parts listing, tools and more? ’• ' 
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Hockessin, DE 19707 
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of all manuals on our CD-ROIS 

http://www.milita 17 -n 1 edia.com 
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handling to total order; $7.50 outside USA. MasterCard and Visa welcome, 
ucom Inquiries: 1-610-268-5077 Orders: 1-800-321-2974 Fax:1-610-268-0466 
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❖ Light Si airy 

❖ Dress or casual wear 
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with fusing for strength Si resilience 
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❖ 3 outside patch pockets. 
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65-67 
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Made exclusively by Smith Si Alexander Inc. in the U.5.A.! 


The Sting 


&72 LIGHT WEIGHT COVER-UP 


Continued from page 79 

Two Americans were spotted working 
on Vietnamese or Russian light aircraft 
that flew into Muong Sai. Whether they 
were housed at the prisoner compound or 
at a holding area 3 to 5 kilometers away at 
a cave complex called Na Do — we’re 
unsure. 

Zabitosky said, “I waited for a report 
that one of those Americans was black 
(Driver was an African-American) but 
neither came up with that. Since I’d seen 
a recent photo purporting to be Roy 
Townley in a hospital bed, gut feeling told 
me that the two Americans were Townley 
and Ritter. See why the Company was so 
interested in Muong Sai? They were their 
boys!” 

But what then of the “4” or “10” or “18” 
or “22” others? We may never know, since 
Dave Klaxton zippered his mouth, secured 
his wallet in-pocket — and kept his massive 
ego firmly engaged. 

Not a baht was shelled out to Zabitosky 
or our witnesses to even defray personal trav¬ 
el expenses to Chiang Mai, where interroga¬ 
tion sessions were conducted at The Prince 
Hotel; the polygraph exams were adminis¬ 
tered at The Railway Hotel ... all of which 
Zab was not allowed to attend, CMH or not. 

One irate and disenchanted Medal of 


SOF medic Tom Reisinger (former SF) teaches 
medical class while men of Laos United 
Liberation Front watch. Medical assistance 
was direly needed. Many men had never seen 
a westerner before. 

Honor recipient departed Bangkok just 
days after. 

A “Boun” Id Bill’s Efforts 

Bill Young, meanwhile, was polishing 
up his icing-atop-cake scam: One “Colonel” 
Bounleut Saycocie, future savior of Laos, 
was just down from China with an alleged 
bevy of troops aching to utilize their recent 
training. 

Young, laughing off any comparision to 
Zab’s former rabble at “Liberty City,” 
crowed that Colonel Bounleut’s guerrillas 


(yet to be seen) were the only officially 
ordained and feasible unit to take 
Sayaboury Province. 

Altering the face of Laos was hardly 
Brown’s objective but snagging some 
MIAs and generating income for his 
magazine (in exactly that order) was. He, 
therefore, decided to play another round 
with Bill Young, on the off-chance that 
supporting Bounleut would finally 
pay-off. 

Retired Air Force Brigadier, Harry C. 
“Heinie” Aderholt, paid a visit to 
Bangkok on a furniture-buying expedi¬ 
tion and threw in with us for a few days. 
Skeptical of Young, he utilized some of 
his contacts who warned Brown to be wary. 

Locating a five-bedroom penthouse 
apartment on Soi 48, Sukhumvit Road, 
Bangkok, we moved in lock, stock and 
typewriters. A full-time cook went on the 
payroll, courtesy of Bill Young (one of his 
Wa buddies from parts north). 

Promising that Bounleut’s “army” was 
just about to pull off the Sayaboury 
Province caper, Young again had us playing 
his waiting game while — as always — 
cautioning us against meeting directly any 
of the key Thai or Laotian players. Mo 
Steinberg was still vouching for Bill, as 
were others, so we checked our attitudes at 
the door and allowed Bill to deal the hand. 

He stuck to his game plan, bringing to 
town from Chiang Mai an intell operative 
named “Sam,” then began chairing lengthy 
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How To Win Every Fight And Never Feel Fear... I Guarantee To Show You ... 

HowTo Expose ‘The Biggest Lie Of Fighting 

Plus! How To Eradicate 
The Paralyzing Emotion Of Fear Forever! 

Reap The Benefits Of Scientific Research In Just Hours, Not Years And Be UNDEFEATABLE In Every 
Aspect Of Life! 

Sounds Too Good To Be True? Call 800-897-5492 And Get Your FREE Report Now! You Have Nothing To Lose...Except Your Fear!!! 

Warning: You must be 18 years or older to receive this Special Report 


Dear Friend, 

Did you know it is possible right now to pos¬ 
sess MORE real fighting knowledge than the most 
‘Grandmasters’ in any martial art? In fact knowing 
these closely guarded secrets instantly allows you to 
defeat any opponent... regardless of your size or 
strength. More importantly did you also know these 
secrets completely eliminate any feelings of FEAR? 
Yeah right, you say? Who could possibly have the 
balls to make that bold, seemingly outrageous state¬ 
ment? Well, I’m about to introduce you to a man 
who’s made his livelihood for the last twenty years 
proving that the biggest lie out there is that it takes 
years to become a deadly fighter. 

In Mere Hours My Men Were 
Destroying ‘Gurus’ With 20 Years In The 
Martial Arts 

I’m a former Navy SEAL (the US Navy’s Elite 
Commandos) and in 1987 we were introduced to 
one Jerry Lee Peterson. This guy came to us from 
some, let’s just say, ‘highly credible’ sources within 
our government At the time the SEAL’S were 
searching to standardize the way they taught hand- 
to-hand fighting to the hard charging SEAL combat 
platoons. We faced the same problems you face 
today; we didn’t have twenty years to become 
effective fighters. Our guys needed a program, 
which got them to fight with or without weapons 
and guaranteed they could not be defeated, no mat¬ 
ter what the attacker knew about fighting. It needed 
to be quickly learned and easily retained, based on 
natural body movement and had to work regardless 
of size or strength. 

Needless to say EVERY martial art and fight¬ 
ing system we tested (and we tested them all: 

Karate, Kung Fu, JKD, Jui Jistu, Sambo...) all 
failed the test They either took way to long to learn, 
could not handle modem weapons, failed against 
multiple attackers or required excessive athletic 
coordination. More importantly these ‘arts* or 
‘sports’ were all DEFENSIVE in nature, a term we 
didn’t know was a problem ... until we met Jerry. 

This guy comes in and takes 14 SEALs with 
very little hand-to-hand experience and announces 
after a few hours of training them we could put his 
guys up against the most highly experienced fight¬ 
ing gums of the SEAL Teams. I mean some of these 
‘gurus’ had been trained practically from birth in the 
martial arts. These dudes were feared within the 
tight community of the SEALs and anyone who has 
spent anytime around the ‘Teams” knows SEAL’S 
fear next to nothing. But Peterson insisted and the 
demo went on; to the amazement of all in atten¬ 
dance the Peterson-trained SEAL operator 
DESTROYED each and every of the ‘gums’ quick- 
ly and effectively. Not only that, these guys easily 
adapted whether the attackers used fists, kicks, 
grapples, chokes or weapons... it just didn’t matter. 
Jerry’s fighters seemed to just focus on taking out 


the attacker (more about this in the FREE report). 
And you too can be just like the Peterson-trained 
SEAL commandos, when your armed with the 
knowledge of his AMAZINGLY effective yet sim¬ 
ple to learn fighting system (more on that later). 

The One True Ultimate Fighting 
System 

So who is this Jerry Peterson dude and what 
can his revolutionary fighting system do for YOU? 
Only give you the confidence to never waste anoth¬ 
er day of your life fearing another man, Ya see this 
system of his wasn’t developed by some ancient 
‘grandmaster’ with some mystical (or should I say 
questionable) background. Nor was it something 
that was watered down into some ‘ultimate competi¬ 
tion’ that pretends to be real yet has rules and a ref. 
No this system was developed in the harsh jungle 
combat of the Vietnam War. That’s where a 19-year- 
old soldier was literally dropped into a horrific fire- 
fight after only his 3rd day ‘in country’ (as they say) 
and what did he do? He felt the paralyzing fear of 
imminent death taking hold of him.. .why? Because 
the ‘combat training’ he had received failed him... 
he was waiting for someone, anyone to tell him 
what to do, to lead him, yet no one did. So if he was 
going to survive this, it was up to him and guess 
what he did? He got mad, I mean hellfire and brim¬ 
stone MAD, and right then and there promised him¬ 
self he would never wait for another man to tell him 
what to do. He then looked and found the enemy 
who pinned them down, CHARGED and took them 
out in one smooth action. That was the dawn of 
Special Combat Reactionary Systems (SCARS®). 

You Now Live The Fearless Life With 
The Offensive Mindset™ 

That 19-year-old kid was Jerry Lee Peterson. 

He went on to serve 2 tours as a ‘pointman’ with 
173rd Airborne Charlie Company. That unit is cred¬ 
ited by historians as seeing some of the MOST 
fierce combat of that war and Peterson arguably 
held the most dangerous job at ‘point’. It was in 
those jungles that he saw what a defensive mindset 
did to men, how it caused them to freeze and die. 

He survived numerous overrun situations (where the 
enemy outnumbers and actually overruns you) 
requiring hand-to-hand and hand-to-weapon killing. 
This was due to the revelation of what he was later 
to call the Offensive Mindset. The ability not to 
worry or fear what your enemy may do to you and 
only focus on what you are going to do to him 

Have You Ever Felt Fear? 

If you have ever felt even a TWINGE of fear in 
any potentially violent confrontation, if you have 
been training in a ‘sport-fighting’ or a competition- 
based system, PLEASE don’t risk freezing in a real 
life and death struggle. You need to see this FREE 
special report. You need to get the full story on 
SCARS and the Offensive Mindset. Because what 


your learn in martial arts or ‘sportfighting’ may get 
you killed. And for those of you who don’t think 
they have time to learn to live a fearless life I’m 
here to tell you can, IN A FEW SHORT HOURS, 
completely change the way you view the world and 
never fear any man from that day on. 

Fighting Is Fighting 
With Or Without Weapons 

With SCARS you get THE complete fighting 
system. That’s punching, kicking, throwing, grap¬ 
pling, joint locks that utilize ALL your natural body 
weapons. Standing up or on the ground, whether 
it’s 1 attacker or 3, whether they or you have 
weapons... THE SCARS principles WORK 
regardless of the threat. You’ll get the benefit of the 
$2.5 million dollars that was spent on the academic 
research and the empirical data from real combat 
that’s behind the SCARS program. The SEALs 
thought so highly of SCARS they had Jerry design 
3 official courses for the SEALs and create a train¬ 
er program, which produced over 200 military 
SCARS Instructors (get the FREE report for all the 
details). You’ll possess more fighting knowledge 
less than the top two tenths of one percent of the 
fighting world currently has and you’ll get it in a 
clear usable format. You won’t need to rely on 
strength or athletic coordination when you combine 
the Offensive Mindset with the secrets of 
Autokinematics™ (sorry, no time to explain 
Autokinematics call for the report). This is what 
you want, this is fighting the way it should, and 
now CAN be quickly and easily learned. Maybe 
these claims are too much for you, maybe you 
think this is just advertising hype and SCARS is 
just a bunch of BS. Well we’ll make it easy to find 
out for yourself because... 

The Call Is Free The Report Is Free 

Listen SCARS will change your life and 
to find out more all you have to do is call 
our 24hr toll free recorded message 

1-800-897-5492 

and leave your name to get your FREE 
REPORT . International call 602437-3143. 

Get what up to now only the elite members of 
the US and NATO Special Operations 
Community and Federal Agents and some big 
city SWAT teams have received (clients like: 
US Navy SEAL Teams, Army Green Berets, 
members of DELTA force and SEAL TEAM 
SIX, USMC Force Re con, FBI, DEA, 
Treasury.,.) You have nothing to lose and 
everything to gain. Become what most fight¬ 
ers can only dream of being; a true man of 
action , a man without the heavy burden of 
bear holding him back. Call NOW! You have 
only your life to lose if you don’t. 


If you are on the Internet check out our site at www.scars.com serving you the world over 24/7 



nightly roundtable meets with the esteemed 
“Col.” Bounleut. 

Alas, ill winds were soon blowing. The 
revolt in Laos was put on “indefinite hold” 
and, “No, it’s not possible to visit the areas 
and involved players. That might upset the 
Thais, you know.” (We knew! We knew!) 

Brown talked repeatedly about shitcan¬ 
ning Young while wading through a moun¬ 
tain of paperwork that Bill & Party pro¬ 
duced. Whatever the guy was he was an 
efficient typist; his reports and MOPSUMS, 
extraordinary in volume, content, and imag¬ 
ination, were pouring forth with regularity, 
but with no tangible developments. 

Though his operation was stalled, Bill’s 
and his boys’, salaries and expenses mount¬ 
ed until. Bob decided, during a late-after- 
noon parley, that Young and cronies would 
be jettisoned forthwith ... and SOF s pricey 
entanglements in POW and Lao Resistance 
projects would be re-evaluated. 

Brown: Okay, T.R., what’ve we given 
Young? 

Reisinger: To date, 72 thousand and 
change. 

Brown (gulps): Okay, what’s he given us? 

Reisinger: Close to zip. You brought him 
aboard to gather MIA intell. Then ... 

Brown (b/p rises): When I talked of 
shutting things down he latched onto that 
bullshit revolt in Laos. My money’s accom¬ 
plished nothing! 

Reisinger: Yeah, Bob, it has. 

Brown (eyebrow arches): Yeah? 


Enlighten me. 

Reisinger: Just found out from Young 
himself. Ya know that safehouse you were 
payin’ $275 a month for? 

Brown (eyebrow arches higher along 
with his b/p): Yeah, yeah, up-country some¬ 
where. 

Reisinger (pause): It's his family home 
... the one in Chiang Mai. 

Brown (goes absolutely ballistic!): I’ve 
been paying that rat bastrard’s fucking 
mortgage? 

Young became downright aggravated 
over his reputation's unraveling. But Brown 
had a final card to play. 

Jim Coyne had got friendly with a 
retired Thai military officer and gently 
broached the subject of our renowned 
“Colonel” and was assured a check would 
be run. Brown, ever a fan of palace intrigue 
and one-upmanship, then convened a dinner 
party at an upscale eatery, “The Two 
Vikings,” at which Coyne’s chum would 
“unexpectedly” turn up. 

The lot of us, including Mo Steinberg, 
listened while Bill prattled on about 
Bounleufs potential of becoming virtual 
czar of Laos, when in strides Coyne’s Thai 
amigo. Young’s potentate turned as white as 
his mentor. 

Drinks and dinner were a tad strained 
but Brown had Young in a vice. Bill and 
Bounleut avoided our looks, obviously find¬ 
ing their entrees more inviting. 

Our Thai guest later confirmed that 


Bounleut was an out-and-out fraud. No 
question. 

The Summing Up 

Bob Brown, God knows how, remained 
remarkably self-controlled. Minus undue 
fanfare and raving, he ordered our projects 
halted and calmly booked a flight home. 
Young stayed on the dole for another few 
months, tying up assorted loose ends includ¬ 
ing the closing of our Bangkok headquarters. 
William Young, the guy who betrayed 
Brown’s trust and who got to him for over 70 
grand was nearing his Waterloo. 

We speculate that William Young actual¬ 
ly believed his projects were viable but 
needed embellishment to access Brown’s 
ear — and wallet. In a misguided vision of 
midlife grandeur he may have envisioned 
himself as the operator to take back a por¬ 
tion of Laos; maybe even produce some 
genuine info on surviving MIAs. 

But whatever his true motivations no 
excuse shall suffice. 

A few of years back, Jim Coyne dined in 
Bangkok with a clued-in American ex-pat 
and recounted the Young affair. 

“A real shame,” sighed the retired 
operator. “What he promotes always has 
its grain of truth but this is expanded upon 
until, I think, he really starts to believe his 
own tales; that his projects will succeed if 
sufficiently nurtured and financed. The 
man’s many things ... he’s just not like us. 
He’s just not an American.” ^ 


PROFESSIONAL IOCKSMITHING TOOLS 


MONTHLY SPECIAL 


RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 

(INCLUDES 5 ITEMS) 

1-MD-16 DELUXE SET.$59.95 

1- SCHALGE WAFER SET .$29.95 

1-SESAMEE DECODER.$17.95 

1-WKS PICKS.$9.95 

1- DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS.$19.95 


A VALUE OF $137.75 


SUPER SPECIAL 


INCLUDES 4 ITEMS 

1-LOCKGUN 

1 -ESP 13 LOCKSMITHING KIT 
1-SET OF WARDED KEYS 
1-COPY OF THE BOOK 
‘LOCKPICKING SIMPLIFIED’ 

y A VALUEOF $124.40 y 


wsuptR sptcim 

579 . 95 , 




The law requires all purchases be made in good faith, without 
make believe or fraud by genuine persons within the industry. 


ESP 13 LOCKSMITHING KIT 

Send Payment To: 

STEVE ARNOLD’S GUN ROOM 

P.0. Box 68, Dept. SF11 
Dexter, OR 97431 
(541) 726-6360 

www.gun-room.com 

Postage & handling $6.00. Overseas postage add 
30% of total. Must be 18 years of age. 
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C - SOF SATIN JACKET 

Salin outer shefl with inner lining lor warrrth. Two side entry 
pockets. Knit cutts and waist band. Perfect for spring and fall. 
Color: black. 

S-XL $39.95 plus $7.95 S&H per item 
XXL-XXXL $44.95 plus $7.95 S&H per item 
Optionals: 7* SOF beret and dagger logo on back; $20 
Personalization {right chest, max 15 characters): $5 


A - SOF LEATHER BOMBER JACKET 

Supple lambskin leather in classic bomber-jacket style. Heavy- 
duty brass zipper with outside storm flap. Nylon lining with poly¬ 
ester libertlll. Pleated bi-swing back. Inside breast pocket. 
Epaulets. Two side entry pockets. Knit cutis and waist band. 

Color; black. 

S-XL $249.95 plus $9.95 S&H per ilem 
XXL-XXXL $259.95 plus $9.95 S&H per item 
Optionals: 7* SOF beret and dagger logo on back: $25 
Personalization (right chest, max 15 characters): $5 


B - SOF FLIGHT JACKET 

The most popular flying jacket in the world, supplied by Alpha 
Industries to the U.S. Military (or over 40 years. 100% nylon 
flight salin outer shell with nylon llighl lining and polyester 
batting interlining (or warmth, Front closure storm (lap. Knit 
collar, waistband and cuffs. Combination utility pocket on 
sleeve. Color: Sage, reverses to International Orange. 

S-XL $79.95 plus $7.95 S&H per item 
XXL-XXXL $84.95 plus $7.95 S&H per item 
Optional: Personalizaiion (right chest, max 15 characters): $5 


Insurance included. Please provide street address. 
UPS will not deliver to PO Boxes or APO/FPOs. 
PLEASE ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


TOTAL 


PERSONALIZATION OPTION: 

Print clearly. One letter per box. 
Maximum 15 characters. 


Send Check/MO/MC/Visa with your 
name, shipping address and phone number to: 

OMEGA GROUP LTD. 

5735 Arapahoe Ave., Ste. A5 
Boulder, CO 80303 


No SOF products are manufactured by 
slave tabor in China or Burma! 
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subdued 

color 


SOF's Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown carries the 24-karat gold engraved Soldier ot Fortune 
Commemorative Pistol manufactured by investment Arms. For more information on this highly collectible 
piece, see the Investment Arms ad in this issue or call them toll-free at 1-888-708-4867. 


SOF logo embroidered 
on high quality black 
twill cap with red 
suede brim. Similar 
in style lo the “Black 
Hats” that U.S. Army 
Airborne School instructors hear. 
$17.95 plus $3 S&H. 
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#JK001M SOF Leather Bomber Jacket 
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@ 

$249.95 
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#JK001M SOF Leather Bomber Jacket 

XXL XXXL 

red/green 

@ 

S259.95 

$25.00 

$5.00 

$9.95 


tfJK002M SOF Flight Jacket 

S M L XL 

red/green 

@ 

$79.95 

n/a 

S5.00 

$7.95 


#JK002M SOF Flight Jacket 

XXL XXL 

red/green 

@ 

$84.95 

n/a 

$5.00 

$7.95 


UK003M SOF Satin Jacket 

S M L XL 

red/green 

@ 

$39.95 

$20.00 

$5.00 

$7.95 


#JK003M SOF Satin Jacket 

XXL XXXL 

red/green 

@ 

$44.95 

$20.00 

$5,00 

$7.95 


1 #H001M SOF CAP 

n/a 

@ 

$17.95 

n/a 

n/a 

$3.00 







































My War In El Salvador 


Continued from page 87 


the VOG-17 high explosive grenade used in 
the Soviet AGS-17 automatic grenade 
launcher. While it is believed the grenade 
itself was developed and produced in the 
Soviet Union, I am convinced the crude 
M26A2 launcher was of Cuban origin. 

March 1992 

Back in country to provide Level II 
countersniper training to the ERE, we par¬ 
ticipate in a house search that included 26 
ERE members. We served a search warrant 
on a house where kidnappers were suspect¬ 
ed of holding Billy Sol, a TACA Airlines 
executive and friend of SOF , who had dis¬ 
appeared several months earlier. Warned that 
the alleged kidnappers were heavily armed 
and would probably resist, we raced across 
San Salvador in PN pickup trucks, armed to 
the teeth with everything imaginable, up to 
and including several M203 40mm grenade 
launchers attached to M16A1 rifles. The ride 
across town proved to be more dangerous 
than our encounter with the house occu¬ 
pants. Driving the streets of San Salvador 
was always potentially more lethal than a 
firefight with the FMLN. 

This proved to be my last training 
assignment to El Salvador. Shortly there- 



Salvadoran trooper sports SOFdeca! on M16. 
July ’85 


after the peace accord was signed. All of the 
immediate reaction battalions, including the 
Atlacatl, were demobilized. The army was 
removed from control over the national 
police and they became known as the 
Policia Nacional Civil. However, their 
civilian General Director was an SOF read¬ 
er and a weapons enthusiast. He invited me 
to provide an MP5 operators course for the 
PNC swat team. A close friend of mine who 
was a highly experienced police helicopter 
pilot was asked to offer pilot training. 

During this time frame a U.S. Customs 
agent, who invited himself into my home 


without a warrant, visited me. He informed 
me that it was no longer possible to train in 
a foreign country without State Department 
approval. SOF obtained the required regis¬ 
tration and I applied for a permit to train the 
PNC. Four months later it was returned with 
a form letter indicating it had been filled out 
incorrectly. With their assistance, I reap¬ 
plied. Four months later my application 
was rejected again. I was informed that I 
had failed to provide a detailed course syl¬ 
labus. I did so for both the MP5 course and 
helicopter pilot training. Four months later 
we were rejected again, this time because 
we had failed to include a copy of our 
“contract” with the PNC. Since we were 
donating our services, there was, of course, 
no contract. 

It was now obvious that the Clinton 
State Department was stonewalling us. In 
addition, they inserted false allegations 
about me into the U.S. Customs computer 
and now every time I return to the United 
States from overseas assignment, I am 
stopped and searched as a potentially “non- 
compliant traveler.” 

This recent U.S. Government harass¬ 
ment will never rob me of my memories of 
El Salvador. No war that I participated in 
before or since, including Afghanistan, 
Angola/Southwest Africa or Bosnia- 
Herzegovina came even close to the total 
commitment I gave to El Salvador and its 
people. It was my war. Siempre Atlacatl. 
God, how I loved them! ^ 
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ENTER OUR FUNDRAISER DRAWING FOR YOUR CHANCE TO 




Official Rules 

1. There is no obligation to make a 
contribution to enter this 
promotional contest. Contributions 
are not tax deductible. This 
promotion void where prohibited 
by law. 

2. The winner will be determined in 
a random drawing held on March 
31st, 2001. All donations will be 
used to preserve your 2nd 
Amendment rights. Winner need 
not be present. 

3. The total number of entries 
received determines the odds of 
winning. No substitutions or 
mechanically reproduced entries 
allowed. The winner’s name will 
become public information. 

4. The winner must be eligible to 
own and possess firearms under 
Federal, State and Local law. All 
firearm transfers shall/will be made 
through federally licensed firearms 
dealers. 

5. All entries must be received no 
later than midnight on March 30th, 
2001. 

6. The winner will be notified at the 
address and phone number 
submitted on his/her coupon. Prize 
must be claimed within 60 days. To 
receive winner information, enclose 
a business size SASE. 

7. The President of FCSPI will 
supervise the drawing. The decision 
will be final. All current and former 
employees, members, officers and 
directors of FCSPI and their 
immediate families are not eligible. 

8. All taxes on any prize are the 
sole responsibility of the promotion 
winner. 
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Multiple donations can be made on this,form. Number of donations yod Wilhto make: 

If you wish to join the Fifty Caliber Shooter's Assn., Inc, the cost 


is an additional $35/yr. or $65/2yrs. EH Please send FCSA membership information. 
Credit Card #_-_-_-_Exp. Date 


Donations can be made by credit card, check or money order. FCSPI will send you verification 
for each donation received. Winner need not be a member nor be present to win. The winner's 
name will be posted on the FCSPI web page and published in the Fifty Caliber Shooter's Assn., 
Inc. Very High Power magazine. The drawing will be held on March 31st, 2001. Proceeds will be 
used to filnd the Fifty Caliber Shooters Policy Institute (FCSPI) to preserve our 2nd Amendment 
ri^ht^ Participation lists will be held in the strictest confidence. Only the winner's name will 
become public. 

NOTE: any person who donates money to etfter the fund raiser for th^ M82A1 .^>0 caliber rifle 
must meet the qualifications to own a firearm under their existing federal, state ^nd local laws 
governing transfer of firearms. The winner is responsible for paying all taxes due and arranging for 
a local Federal Firearms Licensed dealer to accept shipment and execute the transfer 

Please make check or money order payable to: FCfSFI 
Mail to: PO Box 111, Monroe, UT., 84754-0111 
Questions? Please call (909) 653-5447 or (435) 527-9245 
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IDEAL FOR PAINTBALL OR HUNTING 

This BUSH RAG kit contains all the materials needed to 
build your own "ghillie" suit! The BUSH RAG is light 
(3lbs), can be made to match any environment (from 
desert to woodland) and is versatile. The user can change 
the colorations of the suit while in the field to match any 
change in terrain. This kit comes complete with eight 
colors of burlap (BLACK, BROWN, TAN, O.D., GRASS 
GREEN, DESERT GREEN, FOREST GREEN AND SAGE), 
torso netting, head netting, belt, and complete directions. 

$59.95 + $7.00 S/H 

CA RESIDENTS ADD 7.75% SALES TAX 

(877)810-9614 or (818)841 -7033 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON OUR CAMOU¬ 
FLAGE PRODUCTS. 

CSI -11271 Ventura Blvd. - #297 - Studio City, CA 91604 

WWW.BUSHRAG.COM 


FIST OF N 
STEEL 

Each glove loaded with 8 
ounces of Granulated 
Steel across the knuckles. 


D-180 Kidskin. $49.95 

D-50 Cowhide w/Powdered Iron....,..., $42.95 
D-100 Deerskin w/Granulated Lead , $74.95 



SUPER PRO 
SERIES 

The MPXS-20 Super Pro Se¬ 
ries Lock Pick Set contains 14 
assorted picks, a broken key 
extractor, and 5 tension tools 
housed in a rugged top grain 
zippered Leather Case. 
MPXS-20.. 


© SOUTHERN 
ORDNANCE 

Manufacturers & purveyors of Locksmithing Tools, Pellet Riffles, Swords, Knives, 
Switchblades, Boxing Equipment, Books, and Videos, Police Supplies, Knocks, 
and Much, Much, Much More! FREE .To place an order or to request our free 
catalog - call Toll Free 1.877.667.7292. Shipping $4,95 per order. 

CHECK, MONEY ORDER. VISA, MASTERCARD, AMERICAN EXPRESS, OPTIMA~ 
WARNING: Check Stete and Local Law. Mel be 18 yean or cider to order. 

www.southord.com 

e-mail: ialea@iouthord.com 
P.O. Box 279 • Babson Park, FL33827 

. caiu (863) 638-2499 j 

V FAX: (863) 638-2486 • fax: (810) 821-8263 S 


ly below the grip safety is sharply check¬ 
ered and made of silver-colored Nylon 6/6 
composite. It will do, but for strictly cos¬ 
metic reasons, I always change that out with 
a stainless steel Ed Brown mainspring hous¬ 
ing with 30 LPI checkering that I obtained 
from Brownells (Dept. SOF, 200 South 
Front Street, Montezuma, IA 50171; phone: 
515-623-5401; fax: 515-623-3896). 

The Kimber checkered steel magazine 
catch/release button is slightly higher than 
usual to offer access by the thumb without 
altering the firing grip, but not long enough 
to induce an accidental release. The pistol is 
equipped with a McCormick skeletonized 
Commander-style hammer. 

A number of the pistol’s small compo¬ 
nents, such as the hammer, sear, disconnec¬ 
tor, grip safety, ambidextrous manual safety, 
slide release and rear sight assembly, are 
made by means of a process called Metal- 
Injection-Molding (MIM), which was 
developed by NASA and first used by 
Kimber in their Model 82 .22 rimfire rifle. 
Delivering almost all the structural strength 
of steel forgings at much less cost, this 
process also permits the manufacture of 
intricate components with tight tolerances. 
In this process powdered chrome-moly steel 
is combined with a polymer carrier and then 
injected into a somewhat over-sized mold. 
During a sintering process, high tempera¬ 
tures extract the polymer and cause the part 
to shrink to exactly the desired dimensions. 
The resulting grain structure is denser than 
that achieved by standard investment cast¬ 
ing techniques and after heat-treating the 
strength is significantly greater. 

The single-column, detachable box-type 
magazine is an M1911-type without a 
removable floorplate. Those of the Ultra 
and Compact CDPs hold six rounds and 
those of Pro CDP hold seven (but will 
accept eight-round M1911 types) and there 
are numbered indicator holes, from “2” to 
“6” (or ‘7”) on each side of the magazine 
body. This magazine has a long, single coil 
follower spring (with some smaller diame¬ 
ter coils at the top) that was designed to give 
sufficient stripping pressure for totally reli¬ 
able operation. All Kimber M1911 pistols 
come with one magazine. Extra magazines 
are available for $17.75 each. 

The slide’s ejection port has been low¬ 
ered and flared — and the front and rear 
beveled — to enhance ejection reliability 
and protect empty cases from denting. The 
firing pin stop has been beefed up to offer a 
snug fit in the slide’s extractor notch and 
prevent the heat-treated, custom-type 
extractor from rotating in the slide. A so- 
called “tactical”-type ejector has been 
mounted in the frame. 

The coned barrel does not interface with a 
conventional M1911-type barrel bushing. 
Instead, when in battery, the muzzle locks into 
a precision-milled hole in the front of the 



When the elite units 
of the U. S. military 
searched for high quality 
sleeping bags, they 
found the very best. 


The Navy Seals demanded a 
sleeping system that would 
function in a temperature 
range of summer conditions 
to -40° F. The Special Forces 
Group needed the same 
protection. Both found what 
they were looking for in 
Wiggy's Flexible Temperature 
Range Sleep System or FTRS5. 

Today, Wiggy's FTRSS has 
been assigned a National 
Stock Number and is the most 
widely purchased sleeping 
system in the U.S. armed forces. 

Compact, durable, machine 
washable, and available with 
a lifetime guarantee, Wiggy's 
bags are today's choice for 
the professional soldier. Make 
Wiggy's your choice, too. 

For more information and a 
brochure, call toll-free today. 



Wiggy's Inc • RQ Box 2124 
Grand Junction, CO 81502 

1-800-748-1827 

www.wiggys.com 
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slide. In theory, this should increase the Kim- 
ber CDPs’ accuracy potential. A coned barrel 
configuration was first used on the ill-fated 
Detonics .45 ACP pistol several decades ago. 

The Key To Reliability 

All three of the CDP pistols feature a tele¬ 
scoping recoil spring system. The concept of 
telescoping recoil spring assemblies is not 
new. Examples can be found going back as 
far as almost 60 years ago. The first example 
of a telescoping recoil (or “operating”) spring 
assembly, that I know of, was that of the 
German MP38/40 series of 9mm Parabellum 
submachine guns, which were developed in 
the mid-1930s. Telescoping recoil spring sys¬ 
tems have been employed in the Spanish Star 
Z-45 and British Sterling submachine guns as 
well. The Swiss SIG AMT and PE57 infantry 
rifles, developed during the late 1950s, also 
made use of telescoping recoil spring assem¬ 
blies. In most instances, designers have used 
telescoping recoil spring assemblies when 
one of the design priorities was a compressed, 
or compact, envelope. 

The Ultra CDP’s slide has been engi¬ 
neered to have the longest possible slide 
travel in a determined effort to ensure posi¬ 
tive functional reliability. With the short- 
recoil, locked-breech M1911 series, as the 
frame and slide dimensions are reduced, the 
distance the slide travels during a complete 
recoil and counter-recoil cycle is corre¬ 
spondingly diminished, as is the time frame 
during which this takes place. If everything 
does not happen precisely as it should, there 
will inevitably be a stoppage. If the maga¬ 
zine follower spring does not drive the next 
round up against the magazine’s feed lips 
quick enough, a failure to feed and chamber 
will result. If the empty case is even delayed 
by a millisecond in extraction from the 
chamber, that case will never make it com¬ 
pletely out of the ejection port. And so on. I 
think that the Kimber Ultra pistols represent 
the practical limit in M1911 envelope reduc¬ 
tion and that a telescoping recoil spring sys¬ 
tem was necessary to further maximize reli¬ 
ability. As an additional benefit, this also 
reduces felt recoil, muzzle rise and rotation 
to a small degree, and thus accords more 
rapid target reacquisition after each shot. 

The main, or inner, guide rod of the 
Kimber CDP series is of the so-called 
“full-length” type, which means it pro¬ 
trudes out the front of the slide when the 
slide moves rearward in recoil. The rear 
configuration of this inner guide rod dupli¬ 
cates that of the M1911 series in general. It 
has a U-shaped sheet-metal end plate that 
rests on the barrel directly in front of the 
swinging link. The front end of the inner 
recoil spring is held captive by the hollow 
outer guide rod. In turn, the outer, larger 
diameter, recoil spring is held captive by a 
recoil spring plug with a hole in the front 
that permits the inner guide to pass through 
during the recoil stroke. 

Because of its telescoping recoil spring 
system, disassembly procedures for these 
pistols vary somewhat from those employed 
to field strip a conventional M1911-type. 
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- spying eyes? A*. 

Cypher One " 


For tour Eyes Only 


The only true cryptogram application 
on the market today. (For Windows 9x/NT/2000) 

Do you have information which you would like to keep secretly hidden? 
The kind of information you wish no genius hacker or government official 
will be able to look into? If so, then Cypher One™ is your answer. 


Cypher One' is one of a kind software. 


With Cypher One™ not only can you keep your memos and messages hidden and 
secretly secured, but with Cypher One™ you can also send out your secrets via fax 
or regular mail (the only known software to do so). No one out there will be able 
to open them unless you want them to — you hold the key. (The same with Email.) 
Cypher One™ allows you to give different Key-Codes to different recipients, so 
each recipient reads only the part of the message that was intended for them. 

Check it out for 30 days or your money back, guaranteed. For a limited time only, 
a special offer to SOF readers, 50% off from its original price $4 4 9 t 95 - 


You pay only $59.98 


Send check or money order to: 
(Make check payable to SHACKED) 
SHACKED 
Dept. DSFCY1 
P.O. Box 191068 
Brooklyn, NY 11219 


Can you open this 
coded message? 

7,16,18,84,71,124,63,21, 


Size Does Matter! 


TM 


The Sifu 


TM 


ROLLING LOCK STRONG 



12 inches of fixed blade performance in a folder. 
ATS-34 Blade Rc 57-59 Blade length 5.45 inches 
Handle length 6.7 inches Over all length 12 inches 
Hardned Stainless Steel Liners 
Hardned Stainless Steel BlackT Pocket Clip 
440C Heat Treated Lock, Stop and Pivoit Pin 
Textured G-10 or Carbon Fiber Laminate Scales 
Black G-10 Stonewashed Blade $199.95 
Black G-10 BlackT Finished Blade $209.95 
Carbon Fiber Laminate Stonewashed Blade $234.95 
Carbon Fiber Laminate BlackT Finished Blade $244.95 

Round Eye Knife and Tool L.L.C. 

P.O. Box 818 Sagle, ID 83860 

(208) 265-8858 Fax (208)263-0848 
Credit Card Orders Only (888)801-8858 
email:roundeye@nidlink.com WebSite www.roundeye.com 
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HARM S WAY 

PH BLACK JACKET LEFT CHEST 
bill AND FULL BACK WHITE PRINT 


ADULT SIZES 

Printed on Front. Made in U.S.A. 

PRINTED AS MARKED 
Left chest = LC Full Front = FF 

ADULT Sizes S-XL, add $ 2.00 for XXL 
100% Cotton Preshrunk Heavyweight 

Short Sleeve (SS) H4. 90 ; 

Long Sleeve (LS) W 0 


°tiv lV° 

S.O.S. is owned by a disabled 
EX-SPECIAL FORCES survivor 
promoting positive self esteem 
in the handicapped world. 

-T- / BUY X 7 

—^ 3 SS OR JUS. ^7 
>CHOOSE 1 MORE ^ 
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BLACK JACKET LB=T CHEST 
AND FULL BACK WHITE PRINT 



SILVER JACKET LEFT CHEST 
AND FULL BACK BLACK PRINT 
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BLACK JACKET LEFT CHEST 
AND FULL BACK WHITE PRINT 


MffifflMDIE 

BLACK JACKET LEFT CHEST 
AND FULL BACK WHITE PRINT 



UOMltAT 

ZOINL 


BLACK JACKET LffT CHEST 
AND FULL BACK WHITE PRINT 



SURVIVOR JACKETS 


SATIN FINISH NYLON JACKET,FLANNEL LINED, KNIT CUFFS, 
COLLAR & BOTTOM BAND, ZIPPER FRONT & TWO SLASH 
POCKETS. MADE IN U.S.A. 
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s 69. 


FULLBACK 


BLACK JACKET LEFT CHEST 
AND FULL BACK WHITE PRINT 


GREAT FOR GIFTS I 


-31*Z 800 - 958-8876 

Have a credit card ready. We Accept VISA MC AMEX DISCOVER 
Payable To; Mai/ Check For Total+Shipping & Handling to S.0.S, California residents only; add 7.75% sales tax 

SOS 

pX r line Shipping & Handling If your order totals: 

Carmichael Ca 95609 $ 25.00 or less _ $ 4.95 

OT TSiw iS f 25.01 to $ 50.00 _ $ 6.95 

n„uhlf!hinloA hnnillino $ 50.01 tO $ 75.00 _ $ 8.95 

Double shipping & handling cf* jc ni inn nn 0 Os 

charges. Mail official check $ 75.01 to $ 100.00 - $ 9.95 

(money order) payable USA funds Each additional $ 100.00 (or portion of) add $ 5.95 

Allow 1 to 4 weeks for delivery - U.S. Priority Mail 


PRINTED 7 
LEFT CHEST i 
AND FULL BACK 


C/l 7/t M^OG 


SEND SA.S.E. FOR CATALOG OR GET IT WITH FIRST ORDER. 


PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE * SATISFACTION GUARANTEED •FIND US ON THE INTERNET mWJSGNET.COM/SOS/ 
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Hue Chung Kun Tao - Specializing in the Whip 

“The Secret Science of the Mind" 

U.S. Army Special Forces Combat hand-to-hand video 

(S.E.R.E.) taught by Master Guy Savelli* (Special Force Assn. HA-900) 
hired by Colonel Nick Rowe (Contract W.A.K.F. 40-85-M-3933). 


* UIM IVIATCHED 


• Spiritual, mental and physical healing techniques and tapes 

• Realistic mobile fighting machines designed to teach your students 
to scientifically attack and defend all body areas 

• Wooden monster training device (shown for the first time) 

• Fighting machine circuit workouts 

• Board certified internal medicine physician/martial arts practitioner 
revealing medical implications of body strikes with specific techniques 
leading to certification for owners/instructors 

• Secrets of poison hand hitting revealed for the first time 

• Comprehensive correspondence course 

Send for Special Free Video Brochure! 

Call 1-888-245-8833 Toll Free 

www.worldkungfu.com 

*Master Guy Savelli has been tested at Duke University, the Mind Science Foundation, JFK University, 
The Psychical Research Institute and The Special Forces Laboratory at Fort Bragg. 


First remove the magazine and safely clear 
the pistol. Lock the slide to the rear. Note 
that there is a small disassembly hole in the 
middle of the inner (smallest diameter) 
recoil spring guide rod. While the slide is 
retracted insert the tool supplied or a bent 
paper clip into the hole. Carefully and slow¬ 
ly release the slide and move it forward 
until the semi-circular tab at the rear of the 
slide stop is aligned with the disassembly 
notch on the slide. Remove the slide stop 
from the left side of the frame. Separate the 
slide from the frame by sliding it forward 
off the frame. Remove the telescoping 
recoil spring assembly by withdrawing it 
rearward and then separating this group 
from the slide. Tip the barrel’s link forward 
to clear the recoil spring tunnel and then 
pull the barrel clear of the slide. 

Remove the grip panels from the frame (a 
3/32-inch alien head wrench is required to 
remove the hex head grip screws). No further 
disassembly of the frame components is usu¬ 
ally required for routine maintenance. 
However, removal of the firing pin and 
extractor should be performed with some 
degree of frequency. With a drift of appropri¬ 
ate diameter, push inward on the spring- 
loaded firing pin and slide the firing pin stop 
down and off the rear of the slide. Remove 
the firing pin and its spring. Gently pry out 
the extractor. The extractor claw should be 
cleaned thoroughly and the extractor inspect¬ 
ed for loss of tension, one of the most com¬ 
mon causes of malfunctions in the M1911 
series. The magazines should be disassem¬ 
bled as well. After cleaning and lubrication, 
re-assemble in the reverse order. 

SOF has now fired several thousand 
rounds through the three CDP pistols sub¬ 
mitted to us for test and evaluation. There 
have been no malfunctions of any kind with 
a large range of ammunition types (185- 
grain, 200-grain and 230-grain JHP and 230- 
grain Full Metal Jacket ball and hard cast 
round nose reloads) and makes. There is 
very little difference in recoil between the 
three CDP models and only a modest 
increase in perceived recoil over that of a 
full-size, all-steel Government Model. I feel 
certain that the telescoping recoil spring sys¬ 
tem is somewhat of a factor here. All the 
Kimber’s I have ever fired have been held to 
veiy tight tolerances and, as a consequence, 
shot superbly small groups. At 7 yards, the 
distance under which the majority of gun- 
fights with a handgun take place, and firing 
offhand from a strong Weaver position, the 
Kimber CDP series will place all rounds into 
a 1.5-inch group. That’s more than good 
enough for government work. 

I have been carrying a Kimber Custom 
Shop Ultra pistol on a daily basis for more 
than a year-and-a-half now. I have never 
been more satisfied with a concealment 
carry pistol. It’s the right caliber, the right 
configuration, the right price and all the 
reliability that Kimber builds into their 
M1911 handguns. It’s simply unbeatable. 
The CDP series puts Kimber Custom Shop 
quality and features within reach of all seri¬ 
ous pistoleros. ^ 
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IRONWOLF ENTERPRISES 

EXCLUSIVELY PRESENTS... 

ISRAELI MILITARY 


M-15 

GAS MASK $45.00 
(NEW IN BOX WITH NEW FILTER) 


FEATURES: 

*DRINKING TUBE 
COMPATIBLE 
WITH US Gl 
CANTEEN 

*ENHANCED 

VISIBILITY 

*VOICE BOX 

SPARE 

FILTERS 

AVAILABLE $4.00 



WHY CHOOSE 
THE MI5??? 


TERRORISTIC 

THREAT 


PEACE OF 
MIND 


WE 

ACCEPT 

ALL 

MAJOR 

CREDIT 

CARDS. 


QUANTITIES ARE LIMITED!!! 

ORDER NOW 

IRONWOLF ENTERPRISES 

201 EAST SECOND STREET 
BERWICK, PA 18603 

PHONE: 1 -800-752-WOLF OR (570)752-8800 

FAX: (570)759-1800 

website: http://www.ironwolfent.com 

A full-line of military surplus and survival gear available. 
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African Crossroads 




VIDEOS AVAILABLE 

THUNDER RANCH, INC 

the people who are bringing you 
world class facilities and riaining 

NOW! 

Training videos are now available from 
Clint Smith and Thunder Ranch. 

No promises of what's to come. Thunder 
Ranch and its doctrine are available here 
and now with quality videos on Defensive 
Handgun, Handgun Tactics, Urban Rifle, 
Defensive Shotgun, Vehicle Defense 
& Low Light Techniques. 

$29.95 each plus shipping 
20Q0 course schedule available now. Contact 
Thunder Ranch, Inc., HCR 1 Box 53 
Mountain Home, Texas 78058 
(830) 640-3138 • Fax: (830) 640-3183 
www.thunderranchinc.com 

Train at your home range. 
Mobile training team available. 
Call for details. 


Continued from page 49 


his home. According to press accounts, the 
lone farmer “dragged himself out of the 
flames and kept shooting” until he was 
beaten to death. 

The day after Olds’ murder, reports from 
Harare, the capitol, recalled an event a 
decade before, when Olds had leapt into a 
river to rescue a friend from a crocodile — 
an heroic act that had earned him a medal 
from Robert Mugabe. 

An internet correspondent aptly 
described Martin Olds as “a tyrant’s night¬ 
mare, and a man and a half.” 

Some 500 mourners at Olds’ funeral 
learned the same day that Mugabe had 
declared white farmers to be “enemies of 
the state.” 

Throughout much of the country, other 
overt acts have been committed on behalf 
of the government. In Harare, a bomb 
exploded near Zimbabwe’s only indepen¬ 
dent newspaper, The Daily News. 
Previously, two reporters had been seized 
by ZANU Party youths and threatened 
with death. 

As the election neared, government 
actions became more draconian. Mugabe’s 
“enforcement czar,” Polish-trained Dr. 
Chenjerai “Hitler” Hunzvi, directed the 
forceful seizure of private farms, a policy 
largely unopposed by the South African 
government. Additionally, many former 
Rhodesians held two passports, but 
Mugabe’s regime declared that henceforth 
U.K., South African, or other papers would 
not be recognized. The ability to leave the 
country thus became a tacit method of 
thought control. Similarly, covert reports 
from Zimbabwe stated that the government 
would cancel the e-mail accounts of anyone 
found criticizing the government “in any 
way,” with a fine of one million Zim dollars 
($25,000 U.S.). 

Neither does anyone doubt that most 
whites and some black Zimbabweans will 
oppose a ZANU effort to negate the elec¬ 
toral process. The whites we interviewed 
generally trust the judiciary, which is per¬ 
ceived as inefficient but honest, and it’s 
unlikely that Mugabe will find much sup¬ 
port from that quarter. A Gweru farmer 
said, “Our judges are mostly honest and 
generally we trust them. Trouble is, 
they’re horribly inefficient.” He paused 
for a moment, obviously thinking, then 
added, “Or maybe just lazy.” The gentle¬ 
man knew of a case still pending after 12 
years, which most Americans would con¬ 
sider intolerable. 

“On the other hand,” he added, “maybe 
we should be grateful that we don’t get all 
the government we’re paying for.” 

Barrett Tillman is a professional jour¬ 
nalist specializing in aviation and firearms 
topics. This report from Zimbabwe marks 
his return to SOF after a long absence. ^ 
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Advertisement 


NewsMax.com 
Breaks Liberal 
Media Monopoly 

The Internet revolution will re-define America 


BYROBERTR. REGNAN 

C ontrol of the media by the 
liberal elites is almost 
history. 

For more than five decades the 
left has controlled the major media 
outlets. Out was the “old journal¬ 
ism” based on facts and objectivity. 
In was the blatant propaganda 
masquerading as news. 

Consider that in 1992 the 
Roper study found that 89% of the 
Washington press corps voted for 
Bill Clinton. Let that sink in. 

Almost 90% of the media elites in 
Washington wanted the Democratic 
candidate for president. Consider 
also the danger posed by such a fact. 

We know that the founding 
fathers enshrined freedom of the 
press in the First Amendment. It is 
among our “first” freedoms because 
without it democratic societies will 
die. But the idea of a free press 
presupposes a diverse press. 

Despite a plethora of media - 
broadcast TV, cable, print and radio 
- the liberal establishment had kept 
a lockgrip on news and information. 
Consider when one watches the major 
network news programs on ABC, 
NBC and CBS. They lead with the 
same stories, use the same talking 
heads, and have the same slant. 

Major news organizations all 
seem to be on the same page. Look 
at coverage of the Elian Gonzalez 
controversy. Can anyone deny the 
coverage has been almost totally 
slanted against the boy’s Miami 
relatives and the Cuban-American 
community? 

One might have believed that 


the profusion of media outlets 
would have led to a media revolu¬ 
tion. It didn’t. In fact, the power of 
the media establishment has multi¬ 
plied because biased news reports 
can now be bounced many times 
through the liberal media echo 
chamber of TV, radio, print and 
cable. 

The Internet was hailed as a 
break through, but once again, 
major media outlets are scrambling 
to dominate the news market in this 
new arena. But their efforts may be 
in vain. 

NewsMax.com Breaks the 
LockGrip 

The Internet is already 
breaking the media establishment’s 
control over the information flow. 

One web site at the vanguard of 
this movement is NewsMax.com. 

Founded in September of 1998, 
this news portal has become a major 
source of news for thinking indi¬ 
viduals who want an alternative 
perspective. It’s already been rated 
the #1 news web site by Deja.com. 

Talkers magazine says 
NewsMax.com is “incredibly 
impressive” and now “the staple” 
for radio and TV hosts and produc¬ 
ers across the country for news and 
story ideas. The Wall Street Journal 
Business Report recently featured 
NewsMax.com as one of the 
country’s top alternative news sites, 
reporting it was revolutionizing “the 
information flow like Gutenberg’s 
press.” Prudential Securities 
Washington newsletter describes 
NewsMax.com as “a must read” 
and “one of the world’s truly great 


news sites.” 

Noted journalist Arnaud de 
Borchgrave says NewsMax.com is a 
“news site for opinion-makers — a 
source for new news.” Former 
Times of London Editor Lord 
William Rees-Mogg serves on 
NewsMax.com’s advisory board. He 
says “it’s one of the few outlets for 
news I trust in the U.S.” 

Edited by award-winning jour¬ 
nalist Christopher Ruddy, 
NewsMax.com offers an array of 
writers with hard-hitting commen¬ 
tary, including former U.S. Con¬ 
gressman John LeBoutillier, Carl 
Limbacher, David Limbaugh, radio 
hosts Barry Farber, Neal Boortz and 
Michael Savage. Because 
NewsMax.com believes in diversity, 
it even offers columns from the likes 
of Hillary Clinton, Molly Ivins and 
others. 

NewsMax.com understands a 
free society is predicated on the idea 
of a free press. 

Not on the Web? 

If you can’t read NewsMax.com 
on the web, you can subscribe to its 
print edition Vortex. Mailed 
monthly, it’s jam-packed with the 
stories the media just won’t report. 


Subsen be today for 
just $39.95 by calling 
800-NewsMax 
(800- 639-7629) 


Get 12 issues and we'll even 
send a special bonus report 
"The Real Hillary Clinton: 
The Stories the Media Won't 
Report." This offer comes with 
a money-back guarantee. 

To order by mail send $39.95 to 
NewsMax.com, 

Vortex Subscription, 

PO Box 3000, Denville NJ 07834 


Also check out 

NewsMax.com's affiliate sites: 

• NewsMaxUK.com • 

• MoneyNews.com • ZipMax.com • 

• ConnectMyCompany.com • 

Special Offer: Get 5 cents a minute long 
distance 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
no gimmicks. Call 800-686-0151. 

SOF-1 -2000 
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WE NEED YOU 
TO PROTECT OUR RIGHTS 



To ensure that we 
can pass along our 
proud firearm-owning 
heritage to our children 
and grandchildren, you 
need to register to vote 
and cast your ballot on 
Election Day! 

If you won’t do it for 
yourself, do it for them. 


7 have been involved in the battle to protect the civil 
rights of Americans for decades. The best way to protect 
our cherished liberty is to vote. ” — Charlton Heston 


REGISTER TO VOTE... 

OR REGISTER YOUR GUNS? 

...The choice is yours 

Registering to vote takes only a few minutes, yet it is the single most important 
step you can take to defend our rights - now and for the future. When you consider the 
alternative, it’s a small price to pay. 

For voter registration dates, deadlines, requirements, and applications, call the 
NRA-ILA Grassroots Division at (800) 392-VOTE (8683). Call Today. 


REGISTER TO VOTE! 

(ML NRA-ILA AT (800) 392-VOTE (8683). 



NRA Institute for Legislative Action 

11250 WAPLES MILL ROAD, FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA 22030 


advertising space donated by Soldier Of Fortune Magazine 







#1 WORLD SUPPLIER 
P.A.I. BODY ARMOR 


New Mfg. ; 


MADE 

NIJ Certified 1 


IN 

U.S. Gov. j 


THE 

Approved / 

r 1 

U.S.A. 


COMPLETE LINE OF 
CONCEALABLE VESTS 
STARTING AT 
$249.95 

AND TACTICAL 
INCLUDING TAC/CON, 
LEGIONNAIRE, IMPERATOR, 
NATO, OVERVEST 
STARTING AT 
$175.00 

For Armor Catalogue send $4.00 
or $15.00 for 1500 page complete set 
Inter-American 
Security Products, Inc . 
PMB 456 * 13615 S. Dixie Hwy., 
Miami, Florida 33176-7254 
Ph.: (305) 256-0370 
Fax: (305) 235-0603 
E-Mail: interam@gate.net 
Shop online: www.interamer.com 


Record telephone conversations in your office or 
home. Starts automatically when phone is 
answered, records both sides of phone conversa¬ 
tion. Recorder stops when phone is hung up. 
$99.95 + $7 shipping. For telephone listening 
device separately $19.95 + $2 ship. 

VERY POWERFUL FM TRANSMITTER 

Transmits to any FM 
\ radio up to 1/2 mi. 

\ Easy to assemble kit. 

\ Up to 9V (not Incl.) 

^$29.95 + $2 sh. 

For comprehensive 50 page catalog of Micro Video, 
VHF transmitters, Surveillance and Counter¬ 
surveillance and much more! Send $3.00. 

CALL 321-725-1000 

USI OORR 

P.0. Box SF2052 Melbourne, FL 32902 

COD S OK 


rBCD Performance Pins 
Ammunition _ 


World’s Fastest, Highest Energy, Most 
Potent Handgun Ammunition available 
from anyone. The most advanced STATE 
OF THE ART Ammunition. Totally 
proven performance in standard handguns 
(not test barrels), with no special springs, 
barrels, or other devices, 100% expan¬ 
sion, totally reliable penetration and 
expansion and at standard pressures. 

Available in all standard handgun 
caliber’s from 32 ACP to 45 Long Colt. 

When you want and need the very best 
you want RBCD Performance 
Plus Ammunition. 





Lead On, Soldier! 

Survival & Camping Gear 

Shooting Accessories 

GORE-TEX® Outerwear 

MREs 

Blankets 

First Aid 

Tools 

Knives 

Boots 

Uniforms 

Flashlights 

Navigation 

Night Vision 

Water Purification 


f! 


721 S. St Marys - San Antonio, Texas 78205 

1-877-688-5985 Toll Free 
www.rbcd.net 




Be a private investigator 

J Nationally accredited home study course. 

Train now for an action-packed career. Learn 
about solving crimes, finding missing persons, 
k exposing frauds. Send or call today. 

Free literature: 800-223-4542 


♦ 


City/State_ Zip_ 

School of Private Investigation, Dept JRM171 
PCDI, 430 Technology Pky., Norcross, GA 30092 


Learn how to repair guns! 

Nationally accredited career-level home study course. 
Train now to do professional work on handguns, rifles, aid 
shotguns. Find out more: send or call 24 hours a day. 

Free literature: . j 

800 - 223-4542 ; 


Addrew ____ 

City/Slats_Zip_ 

The School of Gunsmithing, Dept GGM171 
PCDI, 430 Technology Parkway, Norcross, GA 30092 
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For Your FREE Full-Color Catalog Call 

1'800'317'9455 
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TO BE TAKEN Orally. No harmful side effects 

S&K Labs Boron 

This product has been historically used to 
raise Testosterone levels up to 300%. 
When you raise your bodys testosterone 
level you drastically increase your body’s 
ability to create lean muscle mass. Would 
you like to sculpt your body with huge 
healthy hard muscles and get that lean 
awesome body builder physique? Our 
lOmg Boron is 3 times the strength of 
almost all competitors . If you are not 
completely satisfied with the growth you 
obtain, return it for a full refund! 

3 month cycle for only $ 19.99 


3-1 D.M C.O c.’h WEICC 

vsm- -thrck *«r i> w ten by eiwii iihi-h 

ORDER NOW!!! J&g&SJ ® 2 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 
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SBK Labs, P.O.fioi 2025 
Pompano EJeasti, Ftorlifr 33061 


1 Bottle (3) month cycle S19.99 + S5.00 S&H 
Special, Buy 2 Bottles get 3rd FREE $49.98 shipping tad. 
Add SI0.00 for Priority Mall 
International orders add 25%. (C.O.D.'s U.S. only) 

Vre, i wvL/n like n FREE nmricg wllhs my c-rdtr 


Address' 

City, State, Zip: 
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E £K I_ Eib3, P.O. HmtSCHS 
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in BETAKEN Orally. Best results, apply proper training. 

1. ATDC™ is used to dramatically increase 
testosterone levels up to 337%. Higher 
testosterone levels means faster, easier 
muscle growth. 

2 month cycle $29.95 

2. Boron is another product that has been 
used by serious body builders all over the 
world to raise testosterone levels up to 
300%. 

3 month cycle $19.99 

3. G.H.R.X. releases growth hormone in an 
abundance like no other. Extraordinary 
results are expected when combining 
testosterone enhancers like 1-2. 

60 Tabs $21.00 

4. L.S.C. is a very potent product with a 
combination of sterols, aminos, electrolites 
and much more. This finishing product has 
been used to build muscle, strip away fat, 
and get a tremendous pump. 

60 Tabs $19.95 

PURCHASE PRODUCTS 1,2,3 and receive #4 
FREE! 

Get fchu most .nLHrruriW juuiroiic stack on the market. $70.94 


UM j QUf |it" "ill* [!■<* k lISTC’ lllh fiph^- ■»*XI It* flU JfcllWiy 

r ■ ’ ORDER NOWtll 1-800-275-7822 -J^T 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 


t^iTjn 3 rnfi-Jh r-frl. ilLLm + 

C.HJl.j(, eJ! TiI:h E 1 .M + fiE.LftiiH 
Lit. trj Task S 1 a.il 4 SSjCO EiH 

=■. v 1 Bqt&h qti 4th FREE W me ; 
idU S' D fcr- Pr’c-. M?ll 
lnlnirr»nlk?-nl Tmtiro-Kfij 25%. (C.0.D.’9 U.S.only) 
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City, Stain. Z>r- 


Phone: ( 


Hove you missed any of these year ZUUU issues of bUr 
Here's your chance to complete your new millennium collection. 

Only $5 each including domestic S&H; foreign 
add $3/1 st issue & $1 each add’l issue. 


#267 January 2000: AFRICA: remembering RENAMO; ACTION: SOFer 
travels Khybar Pass: INDONESIA: trom voting to violence in Easl 
Timor; WACO: more details about USG* murderous cover-up 


#268 February 2000: ELITE UNITS: Britain* SAS; RUSSIA; SOFer 
rides along on terrorist round-up by special units; POLITICS: in-depth 
look at Sen. John McCain* autobiography; VIETNAM: S0G, A Photo 
History of the Secret Wars; WACO: new video fans firestorm 


#269 March 2000: DOMESTIC: patrolling with urban cops on Uie 
beat; RUSSIA: multi-star generals muddle Chechen campaign: PIRA¬ 
CY: the new growth industry, COWBOY ACTION SHOOTING: Thunder 
Ranch* pre-1900 course; revived Russian revolvers perfect for CAS 


#270 April 2000: SOUTH AFRICA: busting poachers; PIRACY: modem 
high-tech buccaneers; COLOMBIA: U.S, gears up for war; WEAPONS: 
Sleyr* new M-Series pistols; MERC ACTION: Robert Denard on trial; 
DOMESTIC: not the next Timothy McVeigh. 


#271 May 2000: LAW ENFORCEMENT: lessons learned from 
Columbine; WAR: Russia* Pyrrhic victory in Chechnya; VIETNAM: 
CIA* maritime operations against NVA: PIRACY: part 3—counter- 
piracy action!; ANALYSIS: U.S. policy in Colombia. 


#272 June 2000; DOMESTIC; whal really happened at Columbine; AIR 
FORCE: Stealth fighters over Belgrade; TERRORISM; nuclear weapons 
smuggling; SELF-DEFENSE; Special Combat Aggressive Reactionary 
System; WEAPONS: M134 7.62mm Minigun; *Smart Guns’ 


1. MC/VISA cardholders call 1-800-800-7630. 

2. View our entire back issue collection and order online at 
www.sofmag.com. 

3. Send check or M0 to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Back Issues, 

5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, 00 80303. 


«^BEA 

[jfTEGTI^ 

" JHD EARN YOUR 
BADGE 

'NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 


MEN & WOMEN! 

Train at home for an exciting part 
or full-time career as a Private 
Detective. Start your own agency 
or work tor others. Learn all the 
latest techniques from the 
experts. Taught by former mili¬ 
tary intelligence specialists, 
police and private detectives. 
The only course of its kind, the 
unique Global School of 
Investigation program will make 
you a PRIVATE DETECTIVE. 


IEMN THE SECREIS 
to nutting money 
WITHOUT a license 
orcxneitence. 

The biggest, most 
amailoD homo studv 
course ever offered, 
learn how to make 
| money and become a | 
Private investigator. 

GUMMHiran 


H 1-888-33 PVT EYE 
CSl 413-584-2140 


SCHOOL Of INVESTIGATION .... 

’.j) 


PROTECT YOURSELF 
FROM A .44 MAGNUM 

for as low as 


FREE BROCHURE 


Soft, comfortable, concealable body 
armor that weighs less than 3 lb. 

Vests are made with 18 layers 
of DuPont Kevlar 

5 year warranty on ballistics 

Adjustable ballistic panel carriers 
available in white and navy 


iRGt 


•plus shipping & handling 

X-LARG6 AND XX-IARGE ALSO AVAILABLE 
All orders must be pre-paid or C.O.D. 
Preferred Shipping: via FedEx 2/3 Day Service 


| MICHIGAN BODY ARMOR | 


37637 Five Mile Rd. Ste. 324 
Livonia, Ml 48154 • (734) 394-2134 


All the camo in the world 


won’t mask the sound 


of a twig snapping 


under a 


HEAR 
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HARRISON K-9 

(Formally LRRP K-9 Security Services) 

www.harrisonk9.com 

“WHEN CALLING 911 JUST WON’T DO.” 


Importers and trainers of the finest European German 
Shepherd Executive Protection K-9’s. 

— Puppies Also Available. — 

Brochure $3.00/Brochure & Video $8.00 
Major Credit Cards Accepted 
Box1620-MA - Aiken, SC 29802 


SOF Magazine 

“The Mercedes Benz of 
executive protection K-9's.' 

“The Premium K-9.” 


Also Featured in: 

• Millionaire Magazine 

• Fortune Magazine 

• Fox Network News 

• American Business 
Review with 
John Stossel 


Anniversary 


MAIL 


Cash, Check, Money Order, 
Visa/MC accepted. No CODs 

EDEN PRESS 

Box 8410-AD 
Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

Q Latest Book Catalog FREE 


This Class 11-A- 
Kevlar soft body 
armor will defeat the 
.45 ACP, .357 Mag., 

9mm. 00 Buck and 
knife attack. Tested 
at the Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds by 
the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal. 

Front and back pro¬ 
tectors: $220. Side 
Panels: $45 per set. Trauma plate $35. Sizes S, M, L, XL 

ALSO: Reloaded Ammunition: .38spl. I58gr. fmj 
$125/M, 9mm 115gr. FMJ $125/M, 40cal. 180 gr. FMJ 
$165/M, .45 ACP 230 gr. FMJ $165/M. Reloading since 1974. 


DEALER PRICED 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY OROER TO: - 

|P Pn 1441 W. John St., Matthews, NC 28106 
g \j Phone: (704) 847-8793 Fax (704) 847-4447 
website: www.yftxtxafiny.LOiu 


FREE 

WHOLESALE 

CATALOG 


EARN 

HUNDREDS 

DAILY! 


It Can 
Pay HUGE 
Profits! 

Crime Prevention is a 
Multi-million Dollar Business! 
OUR DEVICES SELL LIKE CRAZY! 

We carry the best line of security sprays, stun guns, 
personal sound alarms, burglar alarms and much more. 
We specialize in offering the best security products at 
the very best wholesale prices. 

We can meet or beat any price on the market. 


l-irTA Anderson 
President 


10% Pepper Sprays 


Chain Sprayer 

Flelail 

Sample 


RfiSEil $22.95 
Sample $6.95 


CALL OR WRITE TODAY 


We are committed to your success. 
Crime does not wait, will you? 


CAPITALIZE 
ON CRIME 


L.A. LAW ENFORCERS 

1107 Tieton Dr. • Yakima, WA 98002 

I50£i) 457-9D33 • Website: laiawenfarcBrs.Mm 


Each issue s 5. including domestic postage and handling. 
Wrife, l r ax or e-mail to request a comprehensive list of 
available issues and quantity discounts. 

BACK ISSUE DEPT / OMEGA GROUP. LTD. 

5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5. Boulder, CO 80303 
Fax: 303-444-5617; 
e-mall: h 0 tty@solmao.com 


lanai RdP-fiPaR 


Need NEW ID? 


OFFICIAL 


SHORT 

TIMER 

STUFF" 

FOR THE SOON TO BE: 

VETERAN, RETIREE, MARRIED, 
DIVORCED, EMPLOYED, UNEM¬ 
PLOYED, RELEASED, PAROLED, 
GRADUATE, NEW PARENTS 
AND MORE 

GREAT PARTY GIFTS 


SILK SCREENED T-SHIRTS 
EMBROIDERED CAPS 
CAN HUGGERS 
POSTERS 

BUMPER STICKERS 
ONLINE PHOTO CONTEST 
Individual 6 Quantity Salas 


NOW YOU CAN GEL. 


ID by MAIL 


20 SOURCES-FULLY ILLUSTRATED 

• Birth and Baptismal Certificates 

• Drivers Licenses (blank)—50 States 

• Blank Social Security Cards 

• College Degrees—Bachelors, MA, PhD 

• High School Diplomas, also GED 

• Photo ID Cards—all 50 States 

• “Professional” ID Cards—over 200 Styles 

• Job Reference Kits, Past W-2 Forms 

• Foreign & Camouflage Passports 

• Police/Military ID and Patches 

• Photographer ID, Press Credentials 

• Embossing Seals, Rubber Stamps 

• “Do-It-Yourself” ID Kits 

• Secured MasterCard at 2X Deposit 

ALL-NEW 64-PG. BOOK! __ 


ID by MAIL 


$ 24.95 


short-timer.com 

Phone: 314.559.0118 Fax: *36.946.8303 
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SOLDIER OF Fortune CLASSIFIEDS Get Results! Start getting your results at only $3 per word per insertion, $60 minimum. 
Prepay two months for 10% discount; six months for 20% discount; or 12 months for 30% off. Repeat your same ad in another 
section for half price. “Dingbats” (✓,•;■ ), bold words (other than first 3-4): $5.00/each extra. Computer word count of gram¬ 
matically correct copy. EXAMPLE: PO Box 693 = 3 words; 80306 and 303-449-3750, etc. each = 1 word; abbreviations such 
as Dl, SGT, 20mm - 1 word. No ads accepted by telephone. Ad copy must be typed. Include authorizing signature, mailing 
address, telephone or fax number (for our files). Mail classified ads with payment (check, wire transfer, money order or 
Visa/MC) to SOF, Attn: Classified Dept., 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303. Phone: 303-449-3750 ext. 300; 
fax: 303-444-5617; e-mail:hetty@ sofmag.com. 

NOTICE To ADVERTISERS: We reserve the right to refuse any ad for any reason and to delete or change any copy that we con¬ 
sider objectionable, false or in poor taste. It is our policy not to accept advertisements for personal services, including ‘will do any¬ 
thing’or‘go anywhere’type ads. Advertisers offering information packets for a fee must send sample (non-returnable). 


Unique field products designed and field 
tested by Peacekeepers around the globe. 
Manufactured in Canada with the best materials 
available. Outfitting military, law enforcement 
and outdoor enthusiasts for over 15 years. 


Call Toll Free! 

1 800561-3040 


CANADIAN 


OUTFITTING PEACEKEEPERS SINCE 1885 


www.canadianpeacekeeper.com 


WORLD’S LARGEST 
SURPLUS MARKET 

for used military vehicles: 

jeeps, tanks, HMMWVs, 

military trucks, more. w||||||||hP 

100’s of ads, tech tips, 

how-to, articles, event 

listings, much more! « « 

VEHICLES 

GQHM9 

1 year (six BIG 100+ page issues) 
USA $18, Canada $28, (Sample $5) 
12-L2 Indianheud, Morristown, NJ 07960 



a ■ 

r i 

Over" 900" Items Ammunition, Badges, Custom \y 

J 

IllraR 

i 

Agent Kits, Bounty Huntef Kits, Certificates, " - i 

Challenge Coins, The CIA Collection, Ciolhing ^ i 


1 


• HAT PINS • MEDALS • 

i III II 111 

fcnj 


• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+Military Designs 

p Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call nowl Toll-free! 
, 1 - 888 - 223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquiries welcome. 


HONORS 

by Hoover’s Mfg., Co. 

P.O.Box 547SF, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1 -815-223-1499 


Diploma, Badge. State approved. 

FREE DETECTIVE CAREER INFO. 

1 - 800 - 742-9007 Dept. 301 

www.detectivetrainin 


NIC LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPPLY 


FUGITIVE RECOVERY AGENT free catalog with all 
Mercenaries of the New Millennium O^Uc^, 


NIC OFFERS: 


and Hats, Custom Id Cards, Document JL 

Accessories, Federal stye Credentials, file 
Folders, Foiio Credentials, Historicol Documents, 

Hologram Laminates, KGB Collection, Passports, ^ 

Press Kits, Self Defense & Security Hems, Spy M171 | n Ant Silver 

Supplies, Stickers and Signs, Windshield Passes, $29.95 

Full Color Folios, Foil Holograms and much more 1^72 | n Goldtone 

$29,95 

Send $3.00 for Catalog 15 or get It FREE on the Internet, 
Complete online secure shopping WWW.nic-inc.com 


500 Flournoy Lucas - Bldg. #3-SF0 
Shreveport, LA 71106 
TOLL FREE 888-642-0007 Fax # 318 688-1367 


BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. Company 


ARMY-NAVY _ 

AIR FORCE-MARINES M 

DESERT STORM RINGS AVAIL w 

PRESTIGE RINGS you 11 wear with pride. World’s largest selection of military 
rings. Over 1000 combinations. Visa or MasterCard. Money Back Guarantee! 

Send $1 for full color catalog today. 

T-J JEWELRY CO. 

P.O. Box 12229, Prescott, AZ 86304 

(successors to Royal Military Jewelry) 

www.t-jjewelry.com 


‘ANTHER 

ARMS 


13983 Industry Avenue 
- Becker, MN 55308 
PHONE 1-612-261-5600 
^ FAX 1-612-261-5599 
■ www.dpmslnc.com 
e-mail: dpmsinc@aol.com 
Business Hours: 

M-F 8 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Central Time 


REPOSSESSOR’S GUIDE TO AUTO LOCKS. 

The methods and tricks of the trade the pros use. 
VATS security, impressioning keys, obtaining key 
codes, much more. $30.00. Forward Progress 
Books, 404 375 4044 www.forwardprogress.org 


With 80-year tradition of quality seeks manuscripts. CORRESPONDENCE COURSES AND MILI- 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


For free Author's Guide to Subsidy Publishing, call 
Dorrance Publishing 1-800-695-9599. 


TARY MANUALS. Combat Skills, Weapons, 
Tactics, NBC, more. Catalog $5.00. IIPD/ACCP, 


HACKING, PHREAKING, CRACKING! 190+ 
Publications. Impossible to find underground info! 
Revenge, moneymaking and lots more. Very unusu¬ 
al stuff! Free catalog. TIC P.O. Box 876SF, Hurst, 
Texas 76053. www.theinformationcenter.com 


WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Government assassi¬ 
nation conspiracy exposed. Videocassettes, manu¬ 
scripts, photographs, books. Catalog: $3.00. 
COLLECTOR’S ARCHIVES; Box 2, Beaconsfield, 
Quebec H9W 5T6 CANADA. 


Box 1237, Alpine, TX 79830 

FREE CATALOG politically incorrect books & 

music. Send $1.00 for postage. Bohica 
Concepts, POB 546, Dept. SF, Randle, Wash¬ 
ington 98377 
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FS BOOK COMPANY 

P.O. BOX 417457, DEPT. SF. 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95841-7457 
Free Shipping! Fast Service! \ 

I Secrets of a Super Hacker..$20 

Counterfeit I.D. Made Easy..$16 

I.D. By Mail: 20 Sources Fully Illustrated....$25 

! The Anarchist Cookbook.$30 

Your Revenge Is in The Mail.$13 

The Poor Man’s James Bond #1-4, CD-Rom... $50 

Personal Defense Weapons.$12 

Privacy, How to Get It, How to Enjoy It.... $18 
The Paper Trip III Master Guide To New ID....$29 
Home Workshop Professional LockTool3 r .,.$22 

The Complete Guide To Lock Picking...$15 

Drink As Much As You Want & Live Longer..SIS 

B&E Book.$17 Reborn in the USA..SI 5 

Gaslighting...$15 Fraudulent Credentials.$10 

Ur-ine Trouble.$20 Recreational Drugs.$25 

Take No Prisoners...$10 Document Fraud...$15 
I Ditching Your Debts..$15 Subway Survival...$8 
WE SPECIALIZE IN DRUG EDUCATION BOOKS 

MANY CENSORED TITLES WE CANT LIST! 

FAX 1-916-771-4201 FS Catalog.$2 

Adults Only! CA Res. Add 7.75% 

Air Mail Delivery Add $3 Per Book (USA), 

Canada Add $5, Europe Add $10, Per Book. 

All Orders Are Shipped In A Plain Package. 

$3 Pro. Fee On Credit Card Orders 
and Orders Under $15 Subtotal. 
Credit Card Orders 1-800-635-8883 
Customer Service 1-916-771-4203 

http://www.fsbookco.com 

SERVI NG YOU SINCE 1985 


PRIVATE INVESTIGATIONS. A comprehensive 
manual detailing the “how to” of Private 
Investigations, a guide to report writing, court 
testimony, equipment, surveillance and ethics. 
Manual includes a nationwide index of agencies 
responsible for licensing in each state. Send 
$29.95: Black Rose Investigations, P.O Box 
21662, Mesa, Arizona 85277-1662. 1-888-899- 
1780. Visa/Mastercard/ Amex accepted. 


• SOLDIER OF FORTUNE RUSSIA! Collectors 
item, published in Moscow. Various months. 
Invaluable resource for researchers, military and 
intelligence professionals. Printed in Russian 
only. $5.00 each/3 for $12. Overseas, add $3 
for first issue and 1.00 each after for Priority 
Mail. SOF Back Issues, 5735 Arapahoe Ave., 
Boulder, CO 80303-1340. 


MRE SPECIAL! 


MEALS READY 
TO EAT 

USGI Issue w/heaters 

$45 PER CASE+ shipping 

CATALOG $2 

PONDEROSA SPORTS & MERCANTILE 
208-793-3121 6854 Highway 55 
Horseshoe Bend, Idaho 83629 
www.ponderosasports.com 


LOST DOCUMENTS REPLACED 


SEND $2.00 for 8-PAGE CATALOG 
MILITARY AWARDS / CERTIFICATES / MEDALS 
UNIVERSITY / COLLEGE / HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT & COLLECTORS 

Couch Potato Publishing 

443 FOX RUN DRIVE, BLUE RIDGE, GA 30513 
E-mail: WOSCPP1998@YAHOO.COM 


CABLE T.V< 

DESCRAMBLERS 

AND TEST CHIPS 


All major brands. 
30-day money back guarantee. 
1-year warranty. 


TKB ELECTRONICS 

1 - 800 - 579-3285 


NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 

FAMILY RECREATION 

Publications • Videos 

$3 for details: 

LIFESTYLES-SF 
Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 


spyoutlet.coml 


Your direct source for 
Surveillance/Countersurveillance 
Electronic Devices 
Mini spy pinhole cameras 

• hidden video • wireless video 
• vehicle tracking • bug detectors 

• phone tap detectors • voice 
changer *12 hour telephone tape 

recorder $125°° • locksmithing 
tools • disappearing ink pens 
• and more 


for Catalog send S5“ to: 

SPY OUTLET 
2468 Niagara Falls Blvd 
TonawandaNY 14150 (716) 695-8660 


Extended Slide Lock For hmsp.mii 

GLOCK® 

• DROP IN REPLACEMENT • FITS IN ALL HOLSTERS 
Manufactured in U.S.A. by: 

Ranch Products PO BOX 145 Malinto, OH 43535 



CONCEALED CARRY 


FIREARMS ACCESSORIES FROM ALASKA -- 

Pistol/Rifle/Assault Cases — Concealment 
Fanny Packs -- Holsters. Call Northwest 
Security Products toll-free (800) 585-3450 -- 


20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping, Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 
FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
“Video Available” 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-S00-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 — (406) 846-1000 


| ^ (8P8PEimBED? J~" 

FG AL ijBAiltk. LEAHN HOW YOU CAN GET A LEGAL 
, JL-M/JI/dt DRIVER'S LICENSE FAST AND EASY. 
CAST 1 NEW AND UNIQUE METHOD WORKS 

■ | EVERYTIME REGARDLESS OF YOUR 

PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED. 
TIL, FOR SOME VERY REVEA L ING INFORMATIO N* 
QUALITY RESEARCH, DEPT. Sll 
. P.O. BOX 192. LINCOLN PARK.MICHIGAN 48146 


COLLECTORS 


BRITISH/SCOTTISH MIL1TARIA COLLEC¬ 
TORS. Regimental insignia and accessories of 
elite Regiments; including SAS; Paratroops: 
Royal Marines; Black Watch; Guards, etc. 45- 
page illustrated Import Catalog $6.00. BRITISH 
REGALIA IMPORTS, Department 6A, PO Box 
37, Palm Harbor, FL 34682. 

✓ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BACK ISSUES ARE 


www.nwsp.com 


FINANCIAL 


MONEY AVAILABLE NOW! Let the government 
finance your business idea. Satisfaction guar¬ 
anteed! Call Now: 1-800-226-3601, ext BF7770 
www.NationalinfoCorp.com 


MISCELLANEOUS 


SPOOK PHONE lets you listen, talk or call out 
from any line. Nobody will know you’re there! 
$21.99 includes free shipping. P.O. Box 60085, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73146. 

SOCIAL NUDISM! Lifestyle videos! Free Cata¬ 
log! (Sampler video - $15!) Mr. Pomerantz, Box 
191H, Montreal, Canada H3G-2K7. 


available. Most years/issues still in stock. Only 
$5 each includes domestic S&H. Write, fax or e- 
mail to request a comprehensive list. SOF Back 
Issues, 5735 Arapahoe, Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 
80303. Fax: 303-444-5617; e-mail:hetty@sof- 
mag.com or view entire back issue list online at 
WWW.SOFMAG.COM 


KNIVES - RAYONETS 


COLD STEEL Spyderco, Gerber, SOG, 
Benchmade, Smith & Wesson and more. Huge 
discounts! Free list. KNIVES PLUS MAIL 
ORDER, (800) 687-6202 


■ KEEP YOUR FREEDOM! Non-metallic hand¬ 
cuff key, undetectable by x-ray or metal detector. 
Durable, easily concealed, patented design fits all 
standard handcuffs. How much is your freedom 
worth? $5 each, 2 or more $4 each. Send cash or 
money order to Freedom Key Inc., P.O. Box 888, 
Penrose, CO 81240 
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COLONEL PETE 

"MONEY TALK'S " 0 

Money-Making Opportunities 
Want to HEAR it? 

Free Information NOW!!!! 

222 W. 21 ST, Suite F, PMB-118, Norfolk. VA 23517 


PRIVATE EYE 


r 

sr 



l 



Have a life of intrigue., 
excitement, adventure!| 
Learn from the REAL 
experts: 

Investigation • Surveillance - Skiptracing 
Start Your Own Business 
State Approved • Diploma Awarded 

Free Brochure! 


Call Or Write 


( 310 ) 657-6333 


United States Academy 
of Private Investigation 
P.O.Box 2133 (&F) 
Beverly Hills. CA 90213 


VISIT OUR SPY SHOP 

“On The World Wide Web” 

www.spytechagency.com 
“On The Sunset Strip” 
8519-8521 W. SunsetBlvd. 

West Hollywood, CA 90069 
- Web Site Features - 
PI Agency • PI Academy • Spy Shop 
Online over 2500 investigation - surveillance 
countermeasure products, books & videos!! 


MERCENARY AVIATION IIADOE 


Silver wings with clutch back attachment. 



Limited supply in ™ stock. Send $6.00 to: 
LAFFERTY, P.O. Box 358, Bay Pines, FL 33744 


BRITISH/SCOTTISH REGIMENTAL 
INSIGNIA & ACCESSORIES ETC 


► SAS 
* RAF 


► PARA 

► GUARDS 


• ROYAL MARINES 

• BLACK WATCH ETC 



45 PAGE ILLUSTRATED IMPORT CATALOG $6.00 

BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Department 6, P.O. Box 37 
Palm Harbor, FL 34682 


50,000 MAPS: Topographic, Tactical Quads, 
Travel, Political, Vietnam, Nevis, Roswell, 
Anyplace! 7700 Air Photos. Catalog $4.00 
(refundable). MONARCH, Box 14490-SF 
Phoenix, AZ 85063. 

✓ GUARANTEED! FINEST GUN CLEANING 

product. Miracle polishing cloth cleans, polishes, 
protects. $4.00 ppd. C. GROSSMAN’S, Dept. 
SOF11, 10900 Little Ave., Bloomington, MN 55437 

NEW IDENTITY? Genuine Birth Certificate! 

Easily get a new ssn, driver’s license, passport. 
Send $1.00 Write to: Creative Solutions, RR1 Box 
63-8114, Eldorado, Ontario, Canada K0K 1Y0 

MAGAZINES - HIGH CAPACITY: SKS, FAL, AK- 
47/MAK-90, AR-15/M-16, Beretta, Glock, many 
more. Vita-Mend, P.O. Box 623, Prospect, PA 
16052. E-mail: vitamnd@ibm.net. 

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or 
existing home. Hundreds of programs. 
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com) Free record¬ 
ed message: (707) 448-3210. (8KW5) 


YOUR KIDS WILL LOVE THIS! 


LEARN TO SHOOT! 

R if le s/P i stol s/S hotg u n s/M uzzl e I oade rs. 
WE TEACH 

Hunting/Camping & Wilderness Skills. 
NO OTHER SUMMER CAMP MATCHES 
THE NRA WHITTINGTON ADVENTURE! 

Call NOW for 
FREE Information 
(505) 445-3615 
NRA WHITTINGTON CENTER 

R0. Box 700, Dept, S0F, Raton, New Mexico 87740 


Need NEW ID O 

CREDIT-PRIVACY • 


Our Books Help You Get • New identity * Credit • New SSN 

• ID by mail • College degrees * Better jobs • Credit repair 

• Cash businesses • “Free Money” www.edenpress.com 
FREE PRIVACY CATALOG: 1-800-338-8484 

EDEN PRESS • Box 8410-AB • Fountain Valley. CA 92728 


2001 ADVERTISING DEADLINES 


ISSUES 

AD DEADLINE 

ON SUE DATE 

January 

4 October 

28 November 

February 

1 November 

26 December 

March 

29 November 

23 January 

April 

5 January 

27 February 

May 

1 February 

27 March 

June 

28 February 

24 April 

July 

4 April 

29 May 

August 

2 May 

26 June 

September 

30 May 

24 July 

October 

5 July 

28 August 

November 

1 August 

25 September 

December 

5 September 

30 October 


✓ INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF MERCE¬ 
NARIES Membership Coin. Free registration 
with order. $15. ea. plus $3. S&H. Dave Olson, 
Box 804, Nokomis FL 34274. 

SALE: Male Power Pack. Creates/builds muscle, 
strength, stamina, endurance. Elevate Testos¬ 
terone level 200%. Enhances virility-instant 
recovery. Safe. 1-800-878-8844 

■ Did this get your attention? It’s a “Dingbat” 
So are ✓ and #. Add them to your SOF clas¬ 
sified ad for $5/each. 

BULLET PROOF VESTS. Closing out all new white 
undershirt vests. Made in Israel with Kevlar-29. 
Protection against .22, .38, .357 & .45s. $179.00 
plus S&H. www.greatbodyarmor.com 


lives 


mwm.SURVIVALSTORE.com 


op 

p.o. Box 2965 Lock Picking Kit 

MJWRffi shipping (USA only) 
Fax: 775441-3679 Wsa*MMmer-C/iecJ(*Money Order 

Emile Bate 


EASY 
pi CWN6® 




DO YOU BUY SOF ON 
THE NEWSSTAND? 

Now you can help your favorite 
magazine with our GUERRILLA 
MARKETING PLAN! 

# Is SOF racked with gun magazines at 
your local newsstand? If you find it 
there, move it into the military maga¬ 
zine section. 

• Is SOF hidden at the back of the rack? 

Move it to the front! 

% Can’t find SOF at your local newsstand? 

Please ask the store manager why he/ 
she isn’t carrying SOF. And thanks! 


ESPIONAGE UNLIMITED: Your one stop shop 
for surveillance, counter surveillance, privacy, 
new ID’s and new identity, asset protection, 
covert weapons, investigations, and more. (802) 
864-0951. www.espionage-store.com 


TRAINING 


BOUNTY HUNTER, STOLEN-CHILD, AND 

BODYGUARD TRAINING BY PROFESSION¬ 
ALS. Call or write for details: National Institute, 
PO BOX 32230, Tucson, AZ 85751. 
520.290.8051 

BODYGUARD TRAINING in the former USSR. 

Experience Reality with Druid Projects, LTD. 
www.druidprojects.com 

SUPERIOR TRAINING" for Professionals! 
Maritime Security, Executive Protection, 
Counter-Intelligence, Corporate Investigations, 
Tactical Firearms, Business Intelligence, 
Technical Surveillance. P.O.S.T. Approved! 
Enterprising Securities (770) 723-1683 or 
www.enterprisingsecurities.com 

SURVIVAL TRAINING - Basic, Small Arms, 
Disaster. Extended courses including Sniper and 
Special OPS, Private training. Send $2.00 
refundable for infopac. MERC. ENTERPRISES, 
PO Box 633, Toast, NC 27049 


SURPLUS 


GOVERNMENT AUCTIONS in your area! Must 
sell: Cars, trucks, computers, more! Great deals! 
Call: 1-800-601-2212, Ext. SP7770. 

www.NationalinfoCorp.com 


SURVEILLANCE 


Electro-Optics Proudly Presents, Tiny 

Wireless Micro Video Cameras, Micro Security 
Cameras that hook to TV and VCR only $49.00. 
Online-Catalog www.covertsurveillance.com 
<http://www.covertsurveillance.com> Orders 1- 
888-474-9409 


VIDEO 


CLOSE QUARTER COMBAT VIDEO: With SF 
and Rangers. Battlefield Ninjutsu. Improvised 
weaponry, disarmament/retention, interdiction, 
anti-ambush, stalking, much more! 120 minutes. 
$39.95 + $3.95 S/H to WARRIORSCHOOL, Box 
768, Sonoita, AZ 85637. 


WEBSITES 


FOR ONLY $25/month you can list your 
Website or Internet URL + 10 words right 
here. This is a great way to get out the word 
on your site! 
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INFORMATION SERVICES 

Know who you are dealing with? 


Locate Telephone Number and 
Addresses, Identity Verification, 
Criminal Records Checks, Motor 
Vehicle Reports, Background 
Checks, Business Reports, Marriage 
and Death Records, More. Contact: 

JGS Inc. 

P.O. Box 120176, 

Staten Island, New York 10312-0176 
718-984-9012. Fax: 718-356-7256 


EXOTIC CAMOUFLAGE AND MILITARIA from 
around the world, http://go.to/worldcamo 

FIGHT PACK! Unique Weapons / smallest wireless 
cameras / www.personalarms.com 

NEED AN ALTERNATIVE NATIONALITY, 

ALTERNATIVE ID? Privacy Products, offshore 
• information? www.expatworld.org 

K-9 HANDLER TEAMS & TRAINING” Close 
Protection and Surveillance, www.cqbk9.com 


U.S. GOVERNMENT LAND 


Federally owned land currently available in AK, AZ, AR, CA, 
CO, ID, MT, NV, NM, OR, UT, WA, WY for $2.50 per acre. 
U.S. citizens entitled to purchase up to 160 acres per 
person. For complete information package including maps, 
telephone helpline, filing forms, etc. send $20 check or money 
order to: FEDERAL LAND CO., Dept L, Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009. (Note: this is not homestead¬ 
ing - lands are sold outright) MONEYBACK GUARANTEE! 


Built to last 


Buy 1 
Factory 
Direct 


SAVE ON SELECT SIZES 

• America's #1 Ardi-Type Manufacturer 25X34 " 30X46 

• 20 Year Warranty 

• Easy Financing Available 40X50 • SOX 11 0 

• Easy Do-It-Yourself Construction 

• Fr» 16 Poge Brochure gTEcOHOSTERs 


Call Today I 800 526-1110 


• Complete Covert 
Equipment Headquarters 

• Hidden Video & Audio 

• Self-Defense Products 


www.spycountry.com 


BUSHPILOT WINDS 

BADGE QUALITY - CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
Send $9.95 to: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. Box 211296 
Bedford, TX 76095-8296 
Catalog with purchase - Allow 4-6 weeks 
http://www.bushwings.com 


NIGHT VISION WEAPON SCOPES. Giant 
Binoculars, Spotting Scopes, Rangefinders, Rifle 
scopes, www.americansupply.net 

ONLY 50 CAL BODY ARMOUR on Earth 
Breast & Back Plate http://www.americanwhite- 
linen.com/ 

MILITARY EQUIPMENT surplus, machine guns, 
police supplies, firearms and accessories. 
www.classthreesupply.com 

You can now ATTRACT BEAUTIFUL LADIES!! 

This pheromone cologne never fails!! 
www.cicara.com 

POLICE BADGES, Guns, Weapons “Find Icon 
Win Gift” www.maxsell.com (954-568-1480) 


SURVEILLANCE EQUIPMENT - Brochure $1. 
MICROTRON, Box 2240, Wheeling, WV 26003. 
http://ourworld.cs.com/microtron007 

SERIOUS MONEY PARTTIME FROM HOME. No 

fee. No inventory, www.lifepluskickstart.com/ 
earl.asp 1-888-784-1704 

THE FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION - A Guide- 
book to Joining. $37 USD - go to 
www.Salvobooks.co.uk 

Authentic U.S. Govt. Issue Army / Navy Surplus. 
Best prices - OnLine catalog www.americanarmy- 
navy.com Phone 888-566-ARMY 

PEPPER SPRAY, the finest in personal security 
equipment, www.thesecuritydepot.com 


“COWBOY ACTION SHOOTERS, action work, 
etc. Recommended by Mike Venturino” 
www.ycsi.net/users/gunsmith 

TITLES OF NOBILITY Valid Affordable 
Impressive Kingdom of Aachenburg 
http://aachenburg.cjb.net 

Emergency, Survival, Camping And Prepared¬ 
ness Equipment -- we sell quality! www.escape- 
co.com 

DENVER POLICE PERSONAL SECURITY 
PRODUCTS. Order while supplies last. Call toll- 
free 888-447-4260 or www.spynetglobalsystems. 
com. Call now B4 it’s too late... 
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Hackworth (Ret.'J 




Here We Go Again 


A nother fun-filled week of balloons 
and baloney as the Democrats try 
to outpitch the Republican snow- 
job-a-thon. 

Besides wanting to frag the Bush- 
Cheney parade. Gore and Lieberman are 
distancing themselves from President 
Clinton as if he had fleas. 

Smart idea. But this separation 
shouldn’t just be limited to issues of 
character: It must also include how, if 
elected, Gore and Lieberman intend to 
defend America. We-the-people deserve 
to know their vision before November; 
what kind of folks they’ll put in the 
Pentagon’s top civilian slots and how 
they’ll excise the rot. Rot always starts 
at the head. And for the past eight years, 
the Pentagon’s been headed up by dilet¬ 
tantes, social engineers and racketeers. 

These so-called leaders have allowed 
our forces’ readiness level — the ability 
to get there quickly and whack an enemy 
with a club before he knows we’re 
standing behind him — to reach a new 
post-Cold War low. 

But throwing big bucks at the 
Pentagon, as both major parties plan to 
do, isn’t the answer. How this largesse is 
wasted — since there’s never been more 
money per serving person in our country’s 
history — is another story. 

Any solution must start with proper 
leadership. 

The way our system works is that this leadership must come 
from the civilians who run the Pentagon. But since 1993, no 
way has Clinton’s defense team at the secretariat level been 
selected for their proven leadership skills. Not one past or pre¬ 
sent Clinton-appointed Pentagon head could lead a troop of 
scouts into a barn during a snowstorm. And they certainly 
weren’t picked for their defense expertise — few would know a 
Stinger missile from a snack bar. None of Clinton’s three 
SecDefs held a leadership position in our armed forces. Only 
one wore a soldier suit. 

Clinton’s selection criteria was simple: an A Team that 
would push his agenda to make our military politically correct 
via max sensitivity training and a women in every foxhole. 
Equality and consideration for others over fighting skill became 
the password. Meanwhile, the B Team remained the same old 
Military-Industrial-Congressional Complex (MICC) porkers, 
still into greasing the greedies who play the defense money 
game — like major Clinton contributor, defense contractor, and 
friend of Red China, Loral. 


William Cohen would have to be the 
worst SecDef since Louis Johnson. He 
runs the bloated Pentagon as if he were 
still a U.S. senator — Lots of hot air and 
too many VIP trips at taxpayer expense. 
Then there’s his predecessor, William 
Perry, who seldom saw a gold-plated, 
high-tech system he didn’t want to buy. 
And once he took care of the players, he 
flashed back to his high-paying MICC 
job like a rocket. Before Perry there was 
Les Aspin, a bumbling academic who got 
canned because he refused to send tanks 
to Mogadishu, Somalia — a bad decision 
that caused a lot of good men to die. 

And remember Professor Sheila 
Widnall, of MIT, the disastrous Secretary 
of the Air Force? A smart engineer, 
maybe, but she didn’t have one leader¬ 
ship bone in her body and became a total 
puppet of the generals. Or try Togo West, 
a slick Washington insider who as 
Secretary of the Army spent his time 
arranging burial plots in Arlington 
National Cemetery for top contributors 
— when he wasn’t pushing Clinton’s 
kinder, gentler agenda. Or his assistant, 
Sarah Lester, who referred to our valiant 
Marines as “extremists” because they’re 
willing to die for our country. 

This is just a sampling of the harebrains 
Clinton put in key Pentagon slots. They and 
the many house-trained generals and admi¬ 
rals who wouldn’t stand tall have driven 
morale so far down that our warriors are now crawling through it. 

An Army sergeant from Fort Stewart, Ga. — who asked to 
remain anonymous — sums it up for many: “I’ll be happy when 
Mr. Clinton and Mr. Cohen and their ilk are excused from their 
positions. Perhaps then our military will be treated with respect 
and dignity from the people at the top and given the right mis¬ 
sions. For the sake of my fellow soldiers, I pray that quality, car¬ 
ing leaders who can put our military back on the right track will 
soon take over.” 

Amen, Sergeant. 

http://www.hackworth.com is the address of 
David Hackworth’s home page. 

Copyright 2000 David H. Hackworth 
Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 

Hackworth’s new book, a novel, 

The Price of Honor, is now available. ^ 



Col David Hackworth (Ret.) also writes a 
syndicated weekly column titled “Defending 
America. ” u Hack” doesn't pull any punches 
and many liberal rags won't carry his writ¬ 
ing. If your local paper falls into that cate¬ 
gory, call the editor and let him know you'd 
like to see “Defending America ” on the Op- 
Ed page. It's syndicated by King Features , 
235 E. 45 th St., New York, NY 10017. 
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AN INCREDIBLE 
80% SAVINGS 
OIF NEWSSTAND 
PRICE! 

• LIMITED TIME OTTER' • 

Act Now And Yoi’ll 
Receive 10 Issues 
lor Just $9.97! 



*Offer Expires 1 November 2000. 








































Yes, sign me up fop this special subscription 
offer to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE. 


IO issues FOR $9.97 


NAME:___ 

ADDRESS:- 

CITY/STATE:- 

ZIP/COUNTRY:_ 

EMAIL:__ 

Credit Card Orders m 3 Call 1-800-877-5207 

International: 815-734-4151 or Fax: 303-444-5617 

Payment in U.S. funds must accompany order. Canada add $10. (Includes GST BN 12847 6249 RT). 
Other Countries Add $21. Allow 8 to 10 weeks for first issue to be delivered. 

New Subscribers Only. Offer Expires 1 November 2000. Y277BI 



SAVE 80%! 


AN INCREDIBLE 
80% SAVINGS 
OFF NEWSSIAND 
PRICE! 

• LIMITED TIME OFFER • 

Act Now And Van’ll 
Receive ID Issies 
For Just $8.97! 



Yes, sign me up for this special subscription 
offer to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE. 


IO issues FOR $9.97 


NAME:_ 

ADDRESS:_ 

CITY/STATE:_ 

ZIP/COUNTRY:_ 

EMAIL: 

Credit Card Orders if 3 Call 1-800-877-5207 



International: 815-734-4151 or Fax: 303-444-5617 

Payment in U.S. funds must accompany order. Canada add $10/yr. (includes GST BN 12847 6249 RT). 
Other Countries Add $21/yr. Allow 8 to 10 weeks for first issue to be delivered. 

New Subscribers Only. Offer Expires 1 November 2000. Y277BI 


SAVE 80%! 



'Offer Expires 1 November 2000. 


Celebrating 25 Years Of SOF 




Introduce a Friend To SOF! 

A Perfect Gift For Any Occasion! 


IO issues FOR $9.97 



S6NDTO: 

NAME: — 


BILL TO: 

NAME:. 


ADDRESS: 


ADDRESS: 


CITY/STATE: 


CITY/STATE: 


ZIP/COUNTRY: 


ZIP/COUNTRY: 


EMAIL: 


Credit Card Orders m 3 Call 1-800-877-5207 

International: 815-734-4151 or Fax: 303-444-5617 

Payment in U.S. funds must accompany order. Canada add $10/yr. (Includes GST BN 12847 6249 RT). 
Other Countries Add $21/yr. Allow 8 to 10 weeks for first issue to be delivered. 

New Subscribers Only. Offer Expires 1 November 2000. X277BI 


SAVE 8B%! 
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9asmasks.com 

For more info, call us TOLL-FREE @ 1.877.GAS.MASK 

(1,877.427.6275) 



military gas masks • civilian gas masks • NBC hoods • filters • gloves • spectacle kits • chemical protective suits * potassium iodide • shelters 
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LE TESTED DEPEIMDABILITY 
JISS PRECISION ACCURACY 


SPECIAL 

FORCES 

1000 

UNDERWATER 
DEMOLITION A 
. TEAM A 


Functions: 

* 27 jewel precisian SWISS ETA 251.262 
quart* movement 

* Chfonagraph: 1/IGth second, 60 minute 
& 12 hour elapsed time 

* Lap time 

* TachymcDe 

■ Case in black FVD sal id 316L 
stainless steel 

* Screw-locked crown and.pushers 

& screw-in hack. Crawfo shoulder guard 

* Unidirectional, ratcheted 0-60 countdown 
and 360 degree compass heading 
marker bezel 

* Tritiurd/SfO advanced illumination system 
on hands & numbers 

■ Hardened new high compression tempered 
mineral crystal 

* W/R to 33001/11300 feet 

* 3 year batten/ 

* Diameter 42 nun 

* Bracelet in black PVD solid 316L 
stainless steel 

* Expandable deployment buckle with double 
lock security clasp 

■ Serial numbered 


✓ 6 4 x n 
l|\' 15 

CHASE-PUREH 

GENEVE 


&LACK STEEL 
KKM.CI DEPTb 


back guarantee. 


30 day money 
5 year limited Inti. Warranty, 
Same day shipping 


Credit card orders call: I ■ 
Ask for operator D236 

uuuuuu.chase-durer.com 


C4J-OS-C 


CHASE-DURER: BBB 

270 N. Canon Drive #1402-D23B 
Beverly Hills, CA 90210 Fax: 310.550.0B30 
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ALABAMA Selma ROGER BUTLER (334) 874-4616 CALIFORNIA Altadena COFFEE GALLEY (626) 791-6121 Burbank TIMEPIECES (818) 559-9557 Fresno KARKAZIAN (559) 224-9019 La Jolla CJ.CHARLES (858) 454-5390 
Palm Desert NEWPORT GALLERY (760) 674-8066 San Bernardino TEKIN BROS (909) 888-2369 San Pedro RON’S (310) 832-1272 Tarzana DARVA (818) 881-4653 Toluca Lake GENERALES & GENERALES (818) 763- 
9768 Visalia JEWELRY CLUB (559) 625-3119 COLORADO Denver RIGHT TIME (888) 846-3388 Parker PINETREE J. (303) 841-2666 CONNECTICUT Stamford R. HOLLANDER (203) 363-2200 FLDRIDA Cocoa Beach BEACH 
JEWELERS (407) 783-3756 Miami GOLDTIME C0RP. (305) 534-8898 SJ STERNS AT THE DORAL (305) 639-2000 Pinellas Park FLORIDA JEWELRY (727) 521-0098 St Petersburg GOLDEN SAILS (727) 381-1414 Tampa 
KING JEWELRY (813) 287-2599 GEORGIA Duluth GUVIN (770) 476-5005 HAWAII Honolulu HAIM0FF & HAIM0FF (808) 596-0090 IDAHD Coeur P’alene WATCHES BY GOSH (208) 667-3305 KANSAS Garden City 
LINENBERGER (316) 276-2770 MASSACHUSETTS Hyannis GUERTIN BROS. (508) 771-3706 MISSISSIPPI Clinton LENOIR J. (601) 924-7755 N, CAROLINA Asheville W. GALYEAN (828) 274-9014 NEW JERSEY Bayonne 
AARON GOLD (201) 823 1720 Gloucester City GLOUCESTER (856) 456-4113 Pt Pleasant Beach GOLD FEVER (732) 892-3535 NEVADA Las Vegas BERGER & SON (702) 737-7118 NEW YORK Massapequa Monroe 
CHARITON ENTERPRISES (516) 541-2888 New York KAMIA SoHo (212) 334-6046 Rye RYE JEWELERS (914) 967-6633 DHID Cincinnati GANGL JEWELERS (513) 621-4199 PENNSYLVANIA Allentown SALOMON (610) 433- 
1511 Jenkintown FANTASTIC JEWELERS (215) 885-9296 Philadelphia GOVBERG (215) 557-1002 PUERTO RICO San Juan MAXIMINO JEWELERS (787) 791-4034 SO CAROLINA Charleston MARKS & MORGAN JFWFI.ERS 
(843) 572-1171 UTAH Salt Lake City MT. OLYMPUS (801) 277-6688 Lynwood NORTH WEST DUTY FREE STORES (425) 778-6646 WASHINGTON O.C SWISS WATCH WORKS (202) 333-4550 MEXICO LIVERPOOL, CASA ARLES, 
TIENDAS VIPS, CABO MAYOR (015) 580-6949.,.AND AT A FINE JEWELER NEAR YOU! 





